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Andover Fish and Game Kids Trout 
Fishing Derby Draws a Crowd

17″ trout 
takes top prize
Amanda Gross, AF&G volunteer

It was a beautiful, sunny day on May 
30 when 96 kids participated in the 
Andover Fish and Game Club’s (AF&G) 
20th annual Kids Spring Trout Fishing 
Derby. The Derby took place along the 
Highland Lake Channel by the AF&G 
Clubhouse. Free hot dogs and refresh-
ments were enjoyed by the kids and 
their families while they fi shed.

The Channel was stocked the night 
before with 500 trout, half of which 
were provided by the New Hampshire 
Fish and Game Department. The public 
stocking was attended by an eager crowd 
of kids and their parents. Each kid, 
equipped with a bucket of fi sh, helped 
Fish and Game Offi cer Josiah Towne re-
lease the slippery beasts into the water. 
Thank you to the New Hampshire Fish 
and Game Department.

Despite the stocking, only 12 of the 
75 fi sh caught at the Derby were trout. 
Due to the unseasonably warm week 
leading up to the Derby, it is likely that 
the trout swam out of the channel into 
deeper, cooler waters.

Forty hornpout, eight bass, and 15 
other types of fi sh were also reeled in. 

After the big event, raffl e prizes, lucky 
prizes, and trophies were awarded to 
lucky participants. Every kid received a 
participation ribbon.

The winners this year were:
• Trout: Matt Hebbert, 17″; Garrett 

Brabant, 16.5″; Elizabeth McDon-
ald, 12.75″

• Other: Joey Upton, 12.75″ hornpout
• Total length of fi sh caught: Dylan 

Heller, 47.4″
The Andover Fish and Game Club 

thanks everyone who donated their time 

Kids and their parents were lining up on Channel Road to help stock High-
land Lake the evening before the big fi shing derby.  Photos: Gordy Ordway

New Hampshire Fish and Game’s Of-
fi cer Josiah Towne with the winners 
of the 2015 Kids Trout Fishing Derby.

See Trout  on page 25

Andover Institute has 
Something for Everyone in July

A hike, a tour, 
and genealogy
Press release

A group hike to a secluded Andover 
waterfall, a presentation on discover-
ing family roots led by an amateur ge-
nealogical adventurer, and a tour of the 
shuttered mills and buildings of neigh-
boring Franklin guided by an entrepre-
neur who wants to breathe new life into 
that city – all will be offered in July by 
the Andover Institute, an arm of the 
Andover Community Association.

On Saturday, July 11, between 10:30 
AM and 12:30 PM, hikers will take a 
moderate 1.5-mile stroll along Moun-
tain Brook to Cascade Falls in East 
Andover. Seasonal plants and wildfl ow-
ers, the work of local beavers, and the 
remains of old stone walls will be iden-
tifi ed along the way.

The walk will continue as far as the 
foot of the falls, which drop 40 or 50 
feet in three stages. Hikers will meet in 
the Town Hall parking lot at 10:30 AM 
and car-pool to and from the trailhead.

On Wednesday, July 22, at 7 PM, 
in the Highland Lake Grange Hall in 
East Andover, genealogist Bill McK-
eeman of Hollis will describe his years 
spent coming to understand, organize, 

and present a treasure-trove of inher-
ited family letters, photos, and family 
trees. You’ll hear how he put the pieces 
together using scrapbooks, public re-
cords, software, and cyberspace to tell 
the story of his lineage.

The result is a computer-based sys-
tem of interlinked sources of family 
information going back 15 generations. 
The presentation is free and open to the 
public. Refreshments will be available.

On Saturday, July 25, from 10:30 AM 
and 12:30 PM, Franklin entrepreneur 
and planner Todd Workman will lead a 
walking tour through former mill build-
ings and other historic structures and 
parks in downtown Franklin and de-
scribe ways to re-purpose the properties.

The tour will also visit the former an-
tiques center at Central and Franklin 
Streets, which has been reopened as an arts 
and cultural center. Tour participants will 
meet in the Andover Town Hall parking lot 
at 10:30 AM and car-pool to Franklin.

The two walking tours are part of a 
series of “Space Explorations” designed 
to introduce attendees to area locations 
– both natural and man-made – that 
receive little public visitation. Future 
events may include a visit to a local her-
on rookery and an exploration of Tarbin 
Gardens in Franklin. 

Andover’s Cascade Falls on the side of Ragged Mountain will be the destina-
tion for an Andover Institute hike on Saturday, July 11.  Photo: Larry Chase


