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From Hippie Hill video 
to The Giver
Jim Connell, for the Beacon

There are indeed some interest-
ing people here in the small village of 
Andover: like Robert Grasmere. You 
may have heard of Robert because of 
his role in the local Ragged Mountain 
Band. He co-produced and provided 
the video know-how for niece Lind-
sey Schust’s music video called Hippie 
Hill – a song about a local hangout “up 
Danbury way.”

An updated version of the video will 
be released shortly by Lindsey and her 

Ragged Mountain Band. The new CD/
DVD will also feature Robert playing 
the harmonica as well as new songs writ-
ten by Lindsey. Robert may also join the 
band on Friday, July 3, for the Andover 
Pre-Fourth of July party. For more about 
the band, visit MamaLele.com.

Robert is a fantastic musician and a 
great creative force. For his professional 
work, Robert is a Second Unit Director 
for major motion pictures. His latest proj-
ect was The Giver, starring Meryl Streep 
and Jeff Bridges. He’s been associated 
with so many fi lms and stars that, along 
with his scrapbook of personal show-biz 
photos, there are just too many to list.

In the credits at the end of a fi lm, 
you’ll see an army of people who were 
involved: people with letters after their 
names (i.e. professional societies) and 
titles like “gaffer” and “best boy.” Well, 
Robert, who knows the software and 

Robert Grasmere, Prominent 
Film Pro, has Andover Connections

technology, directs everybody involved 
in the second unit … involving visual 
effects.

Robert has worked with Angelina 
Jolie, Tom Cruise, and Arnold Schwar-
zenegger, dined opposite Cary Grant, and 
attended a barbecue with Brad Pitt. He’s 
worked with some of the biggest names 
in the directing and producing world like 
Philip Noyce and John Carpenter. Robert 
has worked in England, Thailand, Hun-
gary, Kazakhstan, and Russia, and lived 
in South Africa for a year.

Robert’s roots in the Andover area 
began in the early 1960s when his fa-
ther brought the family to “summer” 

in the Little Lake Sunapee 
area. My sister recalls compar-
ing them (all blondes and good 
looking) to the von Trapps from 
The Sound of Music.

Robert remembers, “When I 
was a boy, I told my friends that 
I wanted to make fi lms in Hol-
lywood, and they just laughed 
at me. That’s ridiculous – im-
possible.” It was seeing Dis-
ney’s The Parent Trap (with a 
young Hayley Mills) that really 
convinced Robert that making 
fi lms was what he wanted to do. 
He has since worked for Disney 

Studios, by the way.
Robert became life-long friends 

with many of the young people here at 
the time, including early members of 
the fl edgling rock group Aerosmith. He 
sat in with the group in the early days, 
playing harmonica and drums, and still 
remembers the early, unusual names 
for the band. As this interview was con-
ducted, Robert and old friend Joe Perry 
(of Aerosmith fame) were texting about 
the practice that the Ragged Mountain 
Band was about to begin. Robert has 
also met Johnny Depp (who occasion-
ally plays with Aerosmith – see You-
Tube for this).

There’s much more to come in the 
rest of this article, including Ginger 
Rogers, the Playboy Channel, Arnold 
Schwarzenegger, and more. Read it in 
the August issue, or visit AndoverBeacon.
com/Grasmere to read it all now. 

Robert Grasmere, on the Chobe River in Bo-
tswana, Africa, last year for the fi lming of The 
Giver with Jeff Bridges, Meryl Streep, and 
Taylor Swift.  Photo: Jennifer Grasmere

Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield health coverage for you 
and your family. Strong protection. Strong network.

DEBRA LIVINGSTON, CLTC
Authorized Independent Agent

(603) 526-4513
276 Newport Road • The Gallery, Suite 211

New London, NH 03257
drlivingston@tds.net

Don’t put your family at risk by trying to get by without health 
care coverage. Get reliable benefits that match your busy life.

• Individual and Group Plans 
• HSA, HMO and PPO Plans 
• Medicare Supplement Plans

Debra Livingston is an authorized independent agent in New Hampshire for Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield. 
In New Hampshire, Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield is the tradename of Anthem Health Plans of New Hamp-
shire, Inc. Independent licensee of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association. ANTHEM® is a registered trademark 
of Anthem Insurance Companies, Inc.. The Blue Cross and Blue Shield names and symbols are registered marks of 
the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Assocation.

Serving Andover and the Surrounding Area Since 1977

 Wood, Pellet, and Gas Stove Installations

Specializing in ice 
and water damage

New London Garden Club 49th Annual 

Saturday, July 25, 9 A.M. to 3 P.M., Rain or Shine
Town Green, Main Street, New London

Exit 13 Tuba Quartet entertains 11:30 . . to 1 . .

• 55 New England Dealers
• Member Grown Perennials

• Flower Arrangements
• Homemade Lunch and Snacks

Tickets: $8
8 A.M. Early Bird 

Tickets: $20

NewLondonGardenClub.org

ANTIQUE SHOW AND SALE

Antique & Collectible Appraisals 10 . . to 1 . .
Also Fine Jewelry, Silver, Coins

William A. Smith, Auctions, Inc. of Plainfi eld, NH 

Time for Weddings, Time for Weddings, 
and Summer Vacationsand Summer Vacations

We have the perfect gifts for all these occasions.We have the perfect gifts for all these occasions.
Made in New Hampshire by Made in New Hampshire by 
Talented Artists & CraftsmenTalented Artists & Craftsmen

195 Main Street • New London195 Main Street • New London
in front of Peter Christian's Tavernin front of Peter Christian's Tavern

526-6656 • GourmetGardenOnline.com526-6656 • GourmetGardenOnline.com
Tue-Sat, 11 am - 7 pm • Sun 11 am - 3 pm • Other times by appt.Tue-Sat, 11 am - 7 pm • Sun 11 am - 3 pm • Other times by appt.

Find us on Facebook at Gourmet Garden ~ Gifts of Great TasteFind us on Facebook at Gourmet Garden ~ Gifts of Great Taste

Gourmet GardenGourmet Garden
Give the Gift of New Hampshire


