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Andover Police Department, 
August 2015

The Andover Police Department 
handled 329 calls in August, including:

• Assist Citizen: 11
• Criminal Mischief: 2
• Loose Dog: 6
• House Check: 24
• Pistol Permit: 9
• Road Hazard: 3
• Suspicious Situation: 7
• Theft: 2
• Traffi c Accident: 3
• Traffi c Citation: 14

• Traffi c Warning: 160
• Welfare Check: 4

Arrests
• Daniel Skoog, 36, Lisbon, New 

York: Child support warrant; bail 
jumping

• Joshua Durette, 31, Laconia: Oper-
ating without a valid license

• Justin Gauthier, 37, Tilton: Warrant; 
drugs

• Brett Cayer, 20, Newington, Con-
necticut: Speed 

The Swap Shop will be 
open on Saturday, 
October 10, from 8 AM 
to noon and welcomes 
(before noon) 
reusable items in 
working condition like 
toys, clothing, books, 
bicycles, and kitchen-
ware. Please, nono 
upholstered furniture, 
tires, windows, doors, 
electronics, or 
porcelain fi xtures. 

Last One 
’Til Spring!

Recycling Costs Up, 
So Selectmen Weigh Options

Should we go back 
to sorting? Or not?
Vicky Mishcon, Board of Selectmen

Last June, I wrote an article explain-
ing the sudden increase in the cost of sin-
gle stream recycling (SSR). The causes 
are mostly economic and include the 
strength of the dollar, the low price of oil, 
and the dock strike in Los Angeles.

With the strong dollar, countries like 
China which usually buy our recyclables 
are buying from other countries at lower 
prices. With low oil prices, companies are 
fi nding it cheaper to make new plastics 
than to recycle old plastics. With the dock 
strike, the companies that sort and sell 
recycled waste aren’t making any money 
when their product sits on the docks in LA.

Packaging companies are making 
thinner, lighter-weight packaging prod-
ucts, so it takes more plastics and pa-
per to make up a ton for shipping and 
marketing. Last, but certainly not least, 
consumers (that’s you and me) are get-
ting lazy about what they throw into the 
single stream hopper, and plants are hav-
ing to shut down every two hours to un-
ravel plastic shopping bags (a big no-no) 
and remove things like rubber hoses and 
electronics from the sorting machines.

When we fi rst began single stream 
recycling, the disposal cost was $25 per 
ton. Now, a year and a half later, the 
cost is $54 per ton and going up. Pres-
ently, it costs the Town between $11,000 
and $16,000 per year to dispose of re-
cyclables. For a typical Andover prop-
erty assessed at $200,000, that comes to 
$8.25 to $12 per year on that property’s 
tax bill for the privilege of throwing all 
its recyclables into one hopper.

Keep in mind that thanks to SSR, 
we are sending less solid waste to the 
incinerator in Penacook. The amount 
the Town spends on tipping for trash is 
down by about $10,000 (16%), and the 
amount we spend on trucking to the 
incinerator is down $5,000 (26%) since 
we started single stream. For that same 
typical Andover property assessed at 
$200,000, that’s a potential savings of 
$11.25 on that property’s tax bill.

One option the Town has is to go back 
to sorting so we can market each com-
modity separately. Northeast Resource 
Recovery Association, which takes most 
of our recyclables, estimates revenue of 
$931 per year if we go back to sorting.

In that scenario, the Town would be 
able to use the single stream compactor 
to compact plastics, but we would have 
to purchase a bailer for about $5,000 to 
$10,000 for cardboard, aluminum, steel, 
and tin containers. We would also have to 
rent ($50 per month) or purchase two large 
containers for glass and mixed paper.

How many people would stop re-
cycling if we went back to sorting? 
My guess is that our solid waste costs 
would go up again.

Another option is to hold the line on 
single stream and wait to see if the eco-
nomics improve. We don’t want to be 
reactionary and change back and forth 
as the economic factors fl uctuate.

The Board of Selectmen would ap-
preciate hearing from residents on this 
issue. Please contact us, call the Town 
Offi ce, or come to a Selectmen’s meet-
ing on the fi rst or third Monday of the 
month at 6:30 PM. It’s always helpful to 
hear what Andover residents think as 
we work to make these decisions. 

Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield health coverage for you 
and your family. Strong protection. Strong network.

DEBRA LIVINGSTON, CLTC
Authorized Independent Agent

(603) 526-4513
276 Newport Road • The Gallery, Suite 211

New London, NH 03257
drlivingston@tds.net

Don’t put your family at risk by trying to get by without health 
care coverage. Get reliable benefits that match your busy life.

• Individual and Group Plans 
• HSA, HMO and PPO Plans 
• Medicare Supplement Plans

Debra Livingston is an authorized independent agent in New Hampshire for Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield. 
In New Hampshire, Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield is the tradename of Anthem Health Plans of New Hamp-
shire, Inc. Independent licensee of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association. ANTHEM® is a registered trademark 
of Anthem Insurance Companies, Inc.. The Blue Cross and Blue Shield names and symbols are registered marks of 
the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Assocation.

BOB’S SHOP
Since 1954

Aluminum Storm Windows
Replacement Windows

Storm Doors
Aluminum & Solid Core

Porch Enclosures
Screen or Glass

Patio Enclosures 
with Canvas

Window Repairs
Screen Repairs

Call 877-0261 or 526-6165
Elkins, NH

JJ's 
Wood-Fired 

Pizza
HELP 

WANTED
Part-Time Help Needed:

Pizza Maker
Waitress

Kitchen Help
Dishwasher

Apply in person at 
1 Hill Road, Franklin

or call 671-7031


