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this, as well as checking at the library, 
the Town Offi ce, and the fi re depart-
ment, but no one seems to be able to 
confi rm or deny this! 

I did come across a newspaper clip-
ping of my mother’s which tells of a 
Hoyt family gathering. At the time of 
the article (date unknown, but at least 
20 years ago), it says: “The Hoyt family 
lived at Dyers Crossing Road (formerly 
known as Hoyt Road) …” If this is the 
case, it appears the road’s name has 
changed back and forth several times 
over the years!
The Hoyt Family

Since today’s road is named for the 
Hoyt family, I thought I would share 
some information taken from a taped 
interview with Albert Hoyt. The inter-
view was conducted in 1985 by Jean 
Tally for the Andover Historical Soci-
ety. The fi rst two houses on the left after 
Dyers Crossing (going towards Frank-
lin) were lived in for a number of years 
– at one time or another – by Albert 
Hoyt, his ancestors or his descendants. 
Albert (1920-2003) grew up in the fi rst 
house with his grandparents Albert and 
Louisa Keniston. His great-grandfather 
George Keniston (1825-1916) moved 
the house down from the foot of the 
mountain with six oxen. 

George made his living by building 
stone walls. He could usually build a 
rod a day, and he charged $1.50 per rod. 
His hired helper received 50¢, while 
George and his oxen received $1, which 
was good pay in those days. 

George and his wife Nancy had 11 
children. Ten of them survived to adult-
hood and settled nearby in either East 
Andover or West Franklin. One of their 
sons was Albert L. Keniston (1861-
1943), who was Albert Hoyt’s grandfa-
ther. (Their oldest child, Abbie, was my 
great-grandmother.)

Albert’s grandfather lived in Frank-
lin for a short time, but in 1890 he came 
back to East Andover and bought his 
father’s farm. He stayed there his whole 
life, and he died there. He was a farmer 

who went to Franklin every Friday to 
peddle his goods of butter, eggs, and 
vegetables. Albert’s grandfather Hoyt 
was a lumberman who was superin-
tendent at the Moody Box Shop in East 
Andover (in the Town Beach area).

Albert went to Dyers Crossing 
School for eight years. Marie Rising 
was the teacher when he was in the 
eighth grade. There were only seven 
children in the school that year, and 
they were in six different grades. 

When Albert was in the seventh and 
eighth grade, he was the school’s jani-
tor. His duties included arriving early to 
start the fi re, sweeping the fl oor, wash-
ing the blackboards, and tending to the 
water. He was paid a dollar a week, or 
$36 a year. 

When he was in the eighth grade, he 
saved all of the $36 and bought a brand-
new bike. He rode the bike to Franklin 
High School every day that weather 
permitted. One of his many regular 
chores at home was to milk the cows 
before and after school.

The Grange was a big thing for the 
youth at this time. Kids from Albert’s 
end of town would start walking from 
their homes towards the Highland Lake 
Grange Hall with kerosene lanterns. By 
the time they arrived at the hall, there 
would be 10 or 12 of them. There would 
be a quick meeting, followed by re-
freshments and dancing. Marie Rising 
would play the piano.

After high school, Albert worked at 
logging, cutting and selling wood. He 
went into the service, toured all of the 
United States, and went over to Europe; 
but he declared there was no place like 
New Hampshire! He returned home in 
1945, married, and took over the farm. He 
served as a selectman from 1953 to 1959.

One of Albert’s sons lived in the fam-
ily homestead for a number of years, 
while another son lived in the house next 
door. Albert’s granddaughter and her 
family now live farther up the road, in a 
house built on previous Hoyt land. This 
makes seven generations of the family 
who have lived on this road. Hoyt Road 
is well named! 
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Two Area Loons Die 
from Lead Poisoning

“What’s in your 
tackle box?”
Press release

A lead-poisoned loon was collected 
on August 6 from Little Lake Sunapee in 
New London. The loon was reported to 
be acting strangely for a few days, stay-
ing very close to shore and not diving.

“It did not put up a fi ght or try to 
swim away when I captured it with a 
net, and it barely made a sound on the 
way to Wings of the Dawn Wildlife Re-
habilitation Center in Henniker,” said 
Loon Preservation Committee (LPC) 
Outreach/Volunteer Coordinator Susie 
Burbidge.

The loon was quickly transported 
to Weare Animal Hospital, where an x-

ray revealed a metal object in the loon’s 
gizzard, so the loon was euthanized. A 
necropsy performed at Tufts Veterinary 
School in Massachusetts confi rmed a 
lead-headed jig in the loon’s gizzard, 
and the loon’s body fl uids tested very 
high for lead as well.

Another lead-poisoned loon was 
collected just a few days later on Lake 
Winnipocket in Webster after ingesting 
a lead sinker and being attacked by an-
other loon.

Loons ingest lead by eating a fi sh that 
has ingested a lead sinker or jig or by 
striking at tackle or fi sh as they are being 
retrieved through the water. They may 
also ingest sinkers from the lake bottom, 
mistaking them for the stones that they 
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HORSE LOVER'S FARM!
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JASON'S PAINTING TIP
When you apply caulking, it is better to push in 
than pull over. Don't forget to use a slightly damp 
cloth to wipe off  excess. Repeat if necessary.
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