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Andover Fish and Game Club’s
Annual Barbecue a Big Success

Served 179 in year’s 
biggest fundraiser
Amanda Gross, AF&G volunteer

There’s nothing like a summer bar-
becue, especially one you don’t have 
to prepare yourself! The Andover Fish 
and Game Club (AF&G) was pleased 
to provide a delicious, inexpensive 
meal to 179 locals at its annual Famous 
Beef Barbecue on August 22. A Chi-
nese Auction, as always, followed the 
meal.

The AF&G would like to thank ev-
eryone who helped make the barbecue 
a continuing success, including Mur-
ray Smith and assistant Smokey Mill-
er, who cooked the beef. Thank you to 
Club members and their families and 
friends who provided and prepared all 
the food and the fi xings, served the 
tasty dishes during the dinner, sold 
tickets, and organized the Chinese 
Auction. Thank you to all the busi-
nesses and individuals who donated 
items for the Auction and who helped 
in other ways.

A special thank you to Proctor Acad-
emy for the use of their facility; to the 
Andover Elementary/Middle School 
and the Andover Lions Club for the 
use of their tables and chairs; and to the 
Andover Fire Department for allowing 
us to advertise on their property. And, 
of course, thank you to everyone who 
came out and enjoyed the barbecue and 
bought tickets for the auction and other 
raffl es.

The Beef Barbecue is our biggest 
fundraiser and raises money for the 
Club’s two annual kids’ fi shing derbies 
and to send kids to the Barry Conserva-
tion Camp. Raised money is also donat-
ed to charities, other clubs, and people 
in need and used for supplies and Club-
house upkeep.

Our next event is the Turkey Raffl e, 
which will take place on Friday, No-
vember 6. Again, thank you to every-
one for helping the AF&G pursue their 
mission to educate the public, particu-
larly children, about the outdoors, wild-
life, and outdoor sports such as hunting 
and fi shing. 

regularly swallow to aid in digestion.
Over 60% of loons with lead tackle 

also have a hook, swivel, or fi shing line 
in their gizzards, suggesting that most 
lead objects come from current fi sh-
ing activity and not the lake bottom. A 
loon will die approximately two to four 
weeks after ingesting a lead object.

Poisoning from lead fi shing tackle is 
the leading cause of adult loon mortal-
ity in New Hampshire. “The death of 
these loons is so senseless and tragic!” 
said Kittie Wilson, a recipient of the 
LPC Spirit of the Loon award. “Please, 
please ask yourself and others, ‘What’s 
in your tackle box?’ If it is full of old 
sinkers and jigs, they are most probably 
deadly lead.”

The loss of so many adult loons from 
this preventable cause of mortality has 
inhibited the recovery of loons in New 
Hampshire, according to the LPC. “Be-
cause loons do not breed on average 
until six to seven years of age and have 
low reproductive success, it is impor-
tant that adult loons survive for many 
years to produce surviving young,” said 
Harry Vogel, Senior Biologist and Ex-
ecutive Director at LPC. “The loss of an 
adult loon may also result in the loss of 
that loon’s nest or chicks, further nega-
tively impacting the population.”

New Hampshire was the fi rst state 

in the nation to restrict the sale and use 
of small lead fi shing tackle to protect 
loons. In 2013, Governor Hassan signed 
a bill that increases protection for loons 
from lead fi shing jigs, which will be 
implemented on June 1, 2016, banning 
the sale and freshwater use of lead fi sh-
ing sinkers and jigs weighing one ounce 
or less.

There has been a big push in the 
state of New Hampshire to educate and 
motivate anglers to switch to lead-free 
tackle before the new law goes into ef-
fect. New Hampshire partners joined a 
region-wide initiative called Fish Lead 
Free (FishLeadFree.org), which is provid-
ing resources and information across 
New England.

The Loon Preservation Committee 
(LPC) urges everyone to remove lead 
tackle from their tackle boxes. Safe al-
ternatives to lead tackle made of steel, 
tungsten, tin and many other materials 
are effective and readily available. You 
can fi nd a list of suppliers at Loon.org.

The Loon Preservation Committee 
(Loon.org) monitors loons throughout 
the state as part of its mission to restore 
and maintain a healthy population of 
loons in New Hampshire; to monitor 
the health and productivity of loon pop-
ulations as sentinels of environmental 
quality; and to promote a greater under-
standing of loons and the natural world.
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The Cahills head to the rail trail from the Potter Place parking lot for the Gran-
ite State Carriage Association’s outing in 2014. This year the club will hold its 
drive/ride on the rail trail on Sunday, October 18.

Carriages and riders 
start from Potter Place
Press release

New Hampshire’s recreational car-
riage driving club, the Granite State 
Carriage Association (GSCA), holds its 
second annual drive/ride excursion out 
of Potter Place in Andover on Sunday, 
October 18. The club promotes safe and 
fun carriage driving for pleasure and 
welcomes all drivers and horseback rid-
ers to participate.

Thanks to permission from New 
Hampshire’s Department of Resources 
and Economic Development, the refur-
bished Northern Rail Trail – which is 
very suitable for driving horses put to 
personal recreational vehicles – will be 
available for the day. The Rail Trail in 
this area features a covered bridge (op-
tional), plank-fl oored railway bridges 

Granite State Carriage Driving Club 
Hosts Rail Trail Drive/Ride

and trestles, and excellent footing. Quiet 
neighborhood roads offer more options 
to explore in Andover.

Anything from road carts to light 
four-wheel carriages to miniature horse 
carts and mules can be seen at a Granite 
State Carriage club outing. The club has 
members from all around New England, 
and GSCA hosts drive/rides in New 
Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, 
and Maine from late spring into fall.

Come join us to participate, or sim-
ply to watch the fun! All participants 
with a horse must be a member of 
GSCA, which is only $20 yearly. New 
memberships are taken on site or online 
at GraniteStateCarriage.org.

The outing will begin on October 18 
at 10 AM at the Potter Place parking lot. 
Learn more at GraniteStateCarriage.org, 
or fi nd our GSCA group on Facebook.

 

Trail Riders and Carriage Drivers 

SAVE THE DATE! 
Sunday, Oct. 18th 

Granite State Carriage Association Rail Trail Outing 
(Riders and Drivers) at Pott er Place, Andover 

Trot out for miles on perfect footing! Amble along quiet 
byways near ponds and wooden bridges.

For more info: http://www.granitestatecarriage.org/
Join/follow GSCA on Facebook for updates!

Pancake Road & Route 11 Tues - Sat, 10 to 5 • Sun, 1 to 5
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TACK ROOM
CONSIGNMENT TACK

Supporting NH Horse Rescue

Check TackRoomCQ.com 
for Consignment Info

We’ll Get You Back on the Road!

We’ll Get You Back on the Road!

RJR Automotive, LLC
General Automotive Repairs

And State Inspections
29 Currier Rd. Andover, NH

603-848-6636


