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Frank Baker Wraps Up 
a Lifetime of Restoration Projects

1959 IH Cub Lo-Boy
is almost fi nished
Donna Baker-Hartwell, for the Beacon

This summer my father, Frank Bak-
er Jr, fi nished up what will be his last 
“big” project – the complete restoration 
of a 1959 International Cub Lo-Boy 
tractor he bought in December 2012 
from Todd Adams of East Andover. 

Dad spent two and a half years tak-
ing it apart, sand-blasting, repairing, 
rebuilding, and repainting everything 
down to the nuts and bolts. If he couldn’t 
fi nd a part, he made it. This is how he 
has always tackled his projects.

Now, at 87, diffi culty with his knees 
and back make it hard to crawl under and 
around big projects. He recalls the fi rst 
engine he ever rebuilt was from a Reo 
automobile at the age of 15. He grew up 
in Wilmot, graduating from Andover 
High in 1947. He has always had a pas-
sion for aircraft, buying his fi rst airplane, 
a Piper Cub, in 1954. In 1962, Frank re-
ceived a BS in Aeronautical Engineering 
from Northrop Aeronautical Institute in 
Inglewood, California.

There has been a succession of plane 
restorations over the last 60-plus years. 
For local folks, the most memorable 
is the bright yellow 1946 Piper J-3 on 
fl oats that he fl ew in and out of High-

land Lake. Dad was always happy to 
give people rides, and especially chil-
dren. More than 80 children under the 
Experimental Aircraft Association’s 
Young Eagles Program have fl own with 
him. He sold the plane in 2009.

When I was young, I would see him 
from the dining room window – where 
I would be doing my homework – run-
ning back and forth between the base-
ment and garage. He would always be 
carrying a part or a tool. He worked long 
after dark – and after working his “real” 
job at Sanders Associates in Nashua.

Airplanes and cars weren’t the only 
restorations that he did. There were 
Willys jeeps, Volvos, riding lawn mow-
ers, rototillers, and more tractors.

He liked mixing parts up, too – like 
the 1960 Fiat on which he put tractor 
treads and skis so it could go through 
snow, and the peddle biplane on wheels 
he built for the grandkids and then re-de-
signed to be a paddle-plane with fl oats.

Later, he made another toy water 
plane for the adults in the family. It ran 
on a car battery. Today, Dad has made it 
into a weathervane that can be seen on 
the point of Highland Lake.

The IH Cub Lo-Boy tractor is beau-
tifully restored. I am sure that he would 
be happy to have folks stop by to see it. 
And by the way, it is for sale. 

Frank Baker is almost fi nished with his complete, down-to-the-last-nut res-
toration of this 1959 International Harvester Cub Lo-Boy utility tractor. Frank 
still needs to assemble the front bucket that’s driven by the hydraulic hoses 
you see hanging down.  Photo: Charlie Darling

Andover Institute Schedules 
Five Upcoming Events

Fun, instructive; 
something for everyone
Press release

The coming weeks will bring some-
thing fun (or instructive) for nearly ev-
eryone via the following events, offered 
by the Andover Institute, an arm of the 
newly formed Andover Community As-
sociation (ACA). All events are open to 
the public at no charge. For more infor-
mation on any of the events, please e-
mail AndoverCommunity03216@gmail.com.

Saturday, October 3: The seventh 
in a series of “Space Explorations” will 
take visitors inside the Ice House Mu-
seum in New London for a guided tour 
and close-up hands-on view of the Bill 
Kidder special collection of automo-
biles and Americana, offering a memo-
rable experience for visitors of all ages. 
Features include antique Ford automo-
biles, children’s ride-on vehicles, steam 
whistles, padlocks, washing machines, 
auto parts, a town jail, blacksmith and 
tinsmith shops, and more. Participants 
can either meet behind Andover Town 
Hall at 10:30 AM for carpooling to 
and from the museum, or provide their 
own transportation to the museum at 91 
Pleasant Street, New London, and join 
the fun at 11 AM. For more informa-

tion about the museum, including direc-
tions, go to WFKicehouse.org.

Saturday, October 10: In a totally 
different exploration, Andover resident 
Glenn Haley will lead an outdoor dem-
onstration of geocaching, also known as 
high-tech hide-and-seek, a recreational 
hobby in which participants of all ages 
use a Global Positioning System (GPS) 
or smart phone to fi nd previously hid-
den containers, called “geocaches,” 
containing logbooks and, often, small 
items for trading. Glenn’s list of geo-
caching fi nds now includes over 250 
caches located across New England as 
well as in Bermuda and Grenada. Par-
ticipants will meet in the East Andover 
fi re station parking lot on Channel 
Road at 10 AM and are encouraged to 
bring their own GPSs or smart phones, 
if available. The workshop will include 
a short walk along the Northern Rail 
Trail. Rain date is Saturday, October 
24. Call 735-5135 if questionable.

Tuesday, October 13: From 7 to 9 
PM in Proctor Academy’s Stone Cha-
pel, a “Button Up NH” workshop will 
show participants how to reduce home 
energy bills and take advantage of re-
bates, incentives, and other offers of lo-
cal support. 

The Ice House Museum welcomes the Andover Institute to the museum’s spe-
cial collection of antique cars and Americana in New London on October 3.

See Institute  on page 24
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