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Andover Runners Shine 
on MVHS Cross Country Team

Three Andover freshmen 
make an impact
David Irving, MVHS cross country coach

The Merrimack Valley High School 
cross country team this year is young. 
The girls have only one senior, while 
the boys have two. The team may be 
young, but it is also talented.

The team refers to itself as one big 
family. The family aspect of the team 
can be seen in how much time they 
spend together. One-hundred-mile re-
lay races over the summer, a four-day 
camping trip in the White Mountains, 
and pasta dinners before every week-
end race are just a few of the things the 
team enjoys together.

From that togetherness comes the 
support and strength to complete the 
necessary work to be good at cross 
country: miles in the hot sun, hill work-
outs, core workouts, and then more 
miles in the hot sun.

The boys team placed a disappoint-
ing 21st in the Division Meet last year, 
but recently won a fi ve-team meet at 
John Stark. Senior Walker John of 
Boscawen won that race and leads the 
team.

This is something of a come-back 
year for Walker, as he missed last cross 
country season and track season with 
two stress fractures. He is highly moti-
vated to succeed during his senior year 
and is a great leader for the younger ath-
letes.

Running in second, third, or fourth 
on the team are two newcomers to the 
team, freshmen David and Matt Reyn-
olds of Andover. It’s not often that 
ninth-graders come in and immediately 
have an impact on the team, but the 
Reynolds brothers are veteran runners 
already, having run for Andover Mid-
dle School. David is currently one of the 
top freshmen in Division II.

MV’s fi rst cross country meet was at 
Great Glen Trails in Gorham on August 
29. Freshman Zack Cronin of Andover 
ran on the JV team after taking up cross 
country just a week earlier. Despite be-
ing new to the sport, Zack was MV’s 
top junior varsity runner, fi nishing 50th 
overall in the JV race!

The important meets leading up the 
the Division II Championships on Sat-
urday, October 31 started in late Sep-
tember with the Bobcat Invitational. 
The season peaks in early October with 
the Woods Run in Thetford, Vermont 
and the Concord Area Championships 
hosted at Merrimack Valley on Thurs-
day, October 22.

To follow the team’s season as it un-
folds you can checkout the team’s Web 
site at MVxcPride.com. 

Zack Cronin (left) was the top MVHS junior varsity runner in the Great Glens 
Trails meet, despite the fact that he’d taken up cross country just a week 
earlier!  Photo: Brian Reynolds

Two Andover freshmen are making an impact on MVHS’ JV soccer team. 
Above, Camden Donovan (#84) races past North Conway’s Kennett 

High School defenders to score during the JV Pride home opener on Sep-
tember 3. Below, Teigan Friedrich (#6) scores during the same game. The 
Pride went on to win the game 11-0. Photos: Nicole Donovan

tenant Colonel. Walter loved fl ying, 
sailing, and building wooden boats and 
was a proud American.

He is survived by his wife of 31 years, 
Patricia Lane; his children: Elizabeth 
Lane, Joanna Lane, Denis Piotrows-
ki, and Andrea Piotrowski-Davis; his 
grandchildren: Sarah West, Ashley 
Sims, and Olivia Davis; and his great-
grandchildren: Cierra West and Dylan 
Polston; and lastly, his cat Mango.

Walter lived with Type 1 diabetes 
for over 60 years, and donations may 
be made in his honor to Juvenile Dia-
betes Research Foundation, 26 Broad-
way, 14th Floor, New York NY 10004 
or JDRF.org. 
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School Matters!
The Beacon needs volunteers to help 

reporting school news. 735-6099


