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that his boss will open a branch of-
fi ce in Andover and bring John and his 
greener pastures home.
Preventing Chimney Fires

This is the weekend when I fi nish 
stacking fi re wood, clean out the gar-
den, and clean our chimney. The wood 
project was accomplished, thankfully, 
with the help of our daughter Amy; the 
garden with the help of my Kubota; and 
the chimney with the proper brushes 
and inspection.

Our home is a single story, which 
makes the climb to the chimney a short 
one, and we purchased the cleaning 
tools at the time we constructed our 
home. The annual chimney cleaning 
has been a tradition for us for more than 
30 years.

Beyond a safe chimney, my motiva-
tion for a super-clean chimney has been 
to avoid the embarrassment of calling 
the fi re fi ghters for a chimney fi re at our 
home. The fi re fi ghters would like noth-
ing better.

John  from page 3 Pellet Stoves
There are many homes now burning 

pellets in heating appliances designed 
for that use. The experience of the pellet 
stove has been a positive one for the fi re 
service. They work well and, when in-
stalled to manufacturers’ specifi cations, 
have proven to be safe.

Conventional cord wood stoves are 
still very popular and require some 
caution. The wood does not come in 
bags ready to use. In most cases the 
wood is purchased green and must be 
stacked and allowed to dry for at least 
one year.

Hardwood is the best fuel to reduce 
soot and creosote buildup in the chim-
ney, and the chimney must be cleaned 
every year. There are very competent 
cleaning services available, as I don’t 
recommend climbing on your roof 
without proper training and equipment.

Please remember this: if you “think” 
you have a chimney fi re, you probably 
do. Don’t wait, call 911. We all want to 
keep the fi re inside your chimney and 
not let it get into your home. 

Thanks for Andover 
First Responders

We would like to express our 
profound gratitude to both the 

Andover fi rst responders and to the 
Franklin Hospital medical staff who 
helped us after our medical emergency. 
They conducted themselves effi ciently 
and empathetically, going above and 
beyond all expectations. 

We are so glad to have chosen 
Andover when we had the opportunity 
to choose a place to spend a large por-
tion of our retirement time.

John and Hilde Heaton

Applause for 
Anne Swayze

As a resident of Andover since 
1979, I have always been aware of 

and appreciate the presence of Proctor 
Academy in the heart of our town. My 
grandmother, Florence Hall Thompson, 
attended the school in the 1920s.

Our daughters attended and gradu-
ated in 2000 and 2002. We will be for-
ever grateful to Proctor for supporting 
them and giving them an exceptional, 
extraordinary educational experience. 
Faculty members are not only teachers, 
but advisors, “acting parents”, coaches, 
friends, and family.

One such individual who has had 
a tremendous impact on hundreds of 
Proctor students and their families is 

Anne Swayze. It is because of her that I 
write this letter.

Anne Swayze dedicated 29 years 
to Proctor as teacher, coach, Dean of 
Students, and Assistant to the Head of 
School. She exemplifi ed the core values 
of Proctor’s mission: honesty, compas-
sion, respect, and responsibility.

Her sudden and quiet departure 
from the Proctor community this past 
July has left me puzzled and sad. There 
was no public “thank you,” no applause 
for a job well done and often celebrated 
on graduation day. These expressions of 
gratitude I would expect from a com-
munity that truly values honesty, com-
passion, respect, and responsibility.

For this reason, I would like to ap-
plaud Anne Swayze and give her a 
standing ovation. I want to express my 
appreciation for her dedication and hard 
work. I wish to thank her for her friend-
ship, love, and care that she not only 
gave our daughters and family, but gave 
to every student and family that entered 
the doors of Proctor Academy over the 
past 29 years.

The most meaningful tribute to 
Anne can be found in their hearts and 
memories.

Donna Baker-Hartwell

Letters

The mission of The Andover Beacon is to serve and strengthen the Andover community. 
To that end, we welcome civil, reasoned letters addressing specifi cally local issues, events, 
and developments. Submissions must not be critical of another’s religion; blasphemous; 
obscene; hateful; legally objectionable; or commercial in nature. The Beacon reserves the 
right to edit or not publish submissions it deems inappropriate for any reason.

Your opinion matters! Please 
send a letter to the Beacon 

expressing your thoughts on any 
local matters. Our readers want 
and need to hear your voice!

Serving the New London/Kearsarge Area Since 1977

• Cleaning/Inspections
• Repair
• Relining
• Waterproofi ng
• Caps
• Prefab Chimneys
• Wood, Pellet, and Gas Stove Installations
• 2nd Opinions Freely Given

Rick Estes
603-735-5300

Inner Peace Tai Chi
The Red Barn, Wilmot Flat

Tuesdays 10 -11 A.M.
On-going through the Winter 

Sign-up at Door
4 weeks $30    $8 for drop-ins

For Info: 526-7934 • nesainc@aol.com

TAI CHI 
Moving Meditation

Senior Safe -
Senior Friendly

• Balance

• Flexibility

• Strength

• Mental Concentration 

Joan Marie’s 
 in Wilmot

Tanning Bed & Hair Styling
Specializing in Hair Color

Cut & Style Wigs
Unisex for All Ages

The Only Tanning Bed 
in Town!

Reiki II
GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

526-2109
M, W, Th, F: 7:30-12:30 & 3-8

Sat: 7:30-12:30

BookkeepingBookkeeping 
Help WantedHelp Wanted

The Beacon is 
looking for a volunteer to 
help with its bookkeeping 
chores. Experience with 

Quickbooks would be helpful, 
but if you want to learn, we’d 

be happy to teach you.

For more info, call 
Charlie at 735-6099.735-6099.

Call or email today!

JASON'S PAINTING TIP
When painting deep reds, oranges, or any deep 
color use a grey primer. This will cut the num-
ber of coats needed to cover.

LLABBEABBE P PAINTINGAINTING
"Pleasure in the job puts perfection in the work"

456-2050 • Jason@LabbePaintingNH.com • LabbePaintingNH.comLabbePaintingNH.com

603-490-6208
Route 4 • Danbury, NH

MJMElectic222@outlook.com
MikeMerrittElectrican.com

• Generator Specialist
• Certifi ed Kohler Technician
• New Construction
• Remodeling

Over 25 years of experience
Fully licensed and Insured


