
The Andover Beacon • November 2015 • Page 19

735-6099 Mail@AndoverBeacon.com AndoverBeacon.com

and quiet and views and a chance to 
mull over worries about our planet. 
Drought in California, drought in Bra-
zil. Seeing only one monarch butterfl y 
this summer. Glacier National Park 
melting away. Yet another loon dead 
due to lead tackle. Plus, I was reading 
The Sixth Extinction: An Unnatural 
History, by Elizabeth Kolbert. In this 
fascinating mix of scientifi c reporting 
and personal stories, Kolbert provides 
a history of the fi ve past mass extinc-
tions and the evidence that we are in the 
midst of one of our own making. “Right 
now,” she writes, “we are deciding, 
without quite meaning to, which evolu-
tionary pathways will remain open and 
which will forever be closed. No other 
creature has ever managed this, and it 
will, unfortunately, be our most endur-
ing legacy.” Next on my list to read is 
Naomi Klein’s, This Changes Every-
thing, which examines the thesis that 
our economic system and our planetary 
system are now at war. “There is still 
time to avoid catastrophic warming,” 
she contends, “but not within the rules 
of capitalism as they are currently con-
structed. Which is surely the best argu-
ment there has ever been for changing 
those rules.”

Except for the two noisy and annoy-
ing anomalies, my time on the moun-
tains provided the refreshment I craved. 
I always come back from time in the 
woods feeling better. And there is some 
encouraging news. Although the migra-
tory monarch population in the north-
east is weak overall their situation is im-
proving, especially in the mid west. One 
measure of the monarch population is 
by the number of hectares of butterfl ies 
overwintering in Mexico. According to 
Monarch Watch, two winters ago was 
the lowest recorded size at .67 hectares 

Worries  from page 18 but last winter it was up to about 1.13. 
Harry Vogel, executive director of the 
Loon Preservation Committee, reports 
that the annual count of loons on New 
Hampshire lakes, taken by 622 volun-
teers during a one-hour period on July 
19, was up from 520 adults in 2014 to 
549 this year. Chris Martin, Senior Bi-
ologist at New Hampshire Audubon, 
writes that “our state’s peregrine popu-
lation — once classifi ed as federally en-
dangered — has been slowly rebound-
ing. In 2015, we have confi rmation of 
20 occupied territories in New Hamp-
shire, a thriving regional population 
of both rural and urban-nesting pairs.” 
Chris also reports a record-high total 
of 45 territorial pairs of bald eagles in 
2015, up from 41 pairs in 2014. He esti-
mates there were 250 to 275 bald eagles 
present in the Granite state at the close 
of summer 2015.

Chris Martin will be giving a free 
talk “Golden Eagles Visiting New 
Hampshire” on November 5 from 7 to 
8:30 PM at the McLane Center in Con-
cord. You can learn about and see some 
amazing images of golden and bald 
eagles on the Maine-New Hampshire 
border near the Umbagog National 
Wildlife Refuge, taken using a ‘camera-
trapping’ technique .

New Hampshire Audubon will hold 
its second annual auction: “Bid for the 
Birds” on Saturday, November 14 to 
support the conservation and environ-
mental educational work of the organi-
zation. The event will be at Gunstock 
Mountain Resort in Gilford and fea-
tures one of New England’s most be-
loved storytellers, Willem Lange. Wil-
lem will speak about his adventures 
fi lming the Saving Songbirds series for 
New Hampshire Public TV.

Please share your comments and 
questions with me at AndoverNaturally@
gmail.com. 

Blazing Star Grange Picks 
Two Citizens of the Year

Tom Curren and Kathy 
Neustadt recognized
Linda Wilson, Blazing Star Grange

Blazing Star Grange #71 in Danbury 
held its annual Community Citizen of 
the Year award night on October 15. Be-
cause of the outstanding contributions 
of Tom Curren and Kathy Neustadt, the 
Blazing Star Grange recognizes them 
as co-recipients of the Danbury Citizen 
Award for 2015.
Tom Curren

We know Tom as Danbury’s Johnny 
Appleseed and agricultural advocate; 
bean-hole bean baker; farmer; a con-
server, reactivator, and promoter of old 
plant breeds and seeds; and the Dad 
to four handsome Herefords, as well 
as sheep and chickens. His comments 
and photos enliven and enlighten the 
Friends of Danbury Facebook page. If 
his cows get out and you’re trying to 
fi nd him, call the Danbury Country 
Store (his second home) fi rst. If you are 

the one needing help, ask Tom, and the 
big red pickup will be at your door in 
no time.

Tom has a distinguished career in 
land conservation and professional 
fundraising as executive director of the 
Lakes Region Conservation Trust and 
as director of the Northeast Land Trust 
Consortium, a grant project of the Pew 
Charitable Trusts – experience that can 
help Danbury protect its agricultural 
and forest lands and its open space. Tom 
is also a member of the Danbury Plan-
ning Board, so his expertise is available 
to the town.

Tom is well known as a teacher, his-
torian, researcher, and author; one of his 
many publications is the New Hamp-
shire Preservation Alliance’s Old Home 
Day in New Hampshire. Tom is also a 
music historian, singer/songwriter, and 
one of the three members of The Good 
Old Plough, whose repertoire of songs 
about old-time agriculture in New 

See Citizens  on page 22

The Lennon’s barn is a familiar sight to anyone who drives over Pumpkin Hill 
between Warner and Andover or Salisbury.  Photo: Andy Deegan

Ausbon Sargent Protects 26 Acres 
on Pumpkin Hill in Warner

“Conservation was always 
part of my plan.”
Press release

The Ausbon Sargent Land Preserva-
tion Trust (ASLPT) continues in its mis-
sion to help preserve the rural landscape 
by adding on September 18 the Lennon 
Conservation Easement in Warner to its 
list of protected properties. With the ad-
dition of this property, Ausbon Sargent 
now conserves 137 properties comprising 
11,066 acres of land in its 12-town region.

Mark Lennon bought the property 
on Pumpkin Hill in 1990 and has spent 
years clearing fi elds and thinning an 
overgrowth of pines from his forests. 
He states that “conservation was always 
part of my plan,” and on September 18, 
Mark successfully placed an easement 
on the property with Ausbon Sargent.

The 26.46-acre Lennon Conser-
vation Easement has over 424 feet of 
frontage on Pumpkin Hill Road. It pro-

tects scenic views over the property 
that are accessible using an adjacent 
Class VI road and also allows for low 
impact pedestrian public recreation on 
the trails.

The property is listed as Highest 
Ranked Habitat in New Hampshire, 
protecting abundant wildlife such as 
deer, moose, bear, turkeys, grouse, and 
the beaver found in the beaver pond 
wetlands at the edge of the Lennon 
property. Conserving this acreage also 
protects valuable forestry soils.

When Mark was asked why he chose 
to place an easement on his acreage, he 
responded, “It never dawned on me to 
do anything other than conserve the 
land. Every year when I was growing 
up, another and then another and then 
another of the farms where we went to 
pick apples and pumpkins and watch 
the cows got bulldozed and turned into 
another and then another and then an-
other subdivision or strip mall.” 
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