
The Andover Beacon • November 2015 • Page 37

735-6099 Mail@AndoverBeacon.com AndoverBeacon.com

AE/MS Fourth Graders 
Visit State Government

They vote “No!” 
on year-round school
Brenda Lance, AE/MS

On September 28, 2015, twenty-
eight fourth grade students from 
Andover Elementary School visited the 
New Hampshire State House. After a 
brief stop in the visitor’s center, where 
they met Andover’s Representative, 
Mario Ratzki, they made their way to 
Representatives Hall, where the Rep-
resentatives meet and vote. Our tour 
guide, Debbie, described how they re-
ceive, discuss, and vote on bills. She 
explained the “made-up” bill of year-
round schooling to the students, and 
they were able to speak for or against 
it if they wanted to. The students then 
had the opportunity to vote on whether 
year-round schooling should be insti-
tuted in New Hampshire. Although the 
voting buttons were not on, it was evi-
dent that the majority of students were 
not in favor of year-round schooling! 

They ventured into the Senate 
Chambers, and then were able to meet 

Governor Hassan for a photo. She 
greeted them enthusiastically, told them 
about her job, and asked them a few 
questions.

They also met Senator Regina Bird-
sell, who took time out of her busy day 
to say hello to us. She represents District 
19, which is comprised of the towns of 
Derry, Windham, and Hampstead.

Following the tour of the State 
House, they headed up to the N.H. Fish 
and Game Department, where they en-
joyed lunch outside at the picnic tables. 
The stsudents explored the Discovery 
Room and saw several animals in their 
natural habitats, and a variety of N.H. 
landscapes and wildlife. In addition to 
a blue heron, beaver, fi sher, and bobcat, 
they also saw a life-sized moose cow 
and her calf! But they weren’t alive – 
they have been preserved by taxidermy!

Heidi Murphy, New Hampshire Fish 
& Game Conservation Offi cer, showed 
us several animal pelts and the students 
were able to touch all of them! They all 
agreed the beaver pelt was the softest of 
them all. 

Governor Hassan joined the AE/MS fourth grade for a “photo op” in the capi-
tol last month.  Photo: Brenda Lance

AE/MS second graders have been studying about insects this fall. First 
they observed and learned all about “complete metamorphosis” by 

raising pet mealworms through all stages to the fi nal adult stage of dark-
ling beetle. They also made habitats for and raised milkweed bugs from 
eggs. The eggs were diffi cult to see unless the students looked through a 
microscope. 

Milkweed bugs go through “incomplete metamorphosis”: a nymph 
hatches from the egg and just sheds and grows bigger, continuing to shed 
until it reaches its adult size. In this photo, Daniel Shedd releases the adult 
milkweed bugs from the habitat while Anna Warzocha, Ollie Grotnes, 
Emma Raymond, and Liam Fecteau assist.

 Caption and photo: Gretchen Hildebrand

Although this will probably mean I 
am working at a different school, I am 

Becca  from page 34 looking forward to bringing the lessons 
I have learned at AE/MS as a student 
and teacher to a new school, classroom, 
and students.  

the playground and skate park and more 
work to do. There are two points in the 
school year when box tops are turned in 
to the company, but collection goes year 
round. Right now we have a push on to 
get lots collected by the end of October. 
We will have a pair of Manchester Mon-
archs tickets for the student who brings 
in the most box tops before October 28.

AE/MS  from page 36 AE/MS will not be selling holi-
day wreaths this year. Profi ts in the 
past went toward providing decorated 
wreaths for town buildings. We are 
exploring other ways to share holiday 
cheer and appreciation with our town 
neighbors this year.

Amazing student art work is dis-
played throughout our building. Stop 
in and walk through our “art gallery.” I 
would love to take you on a tour. 
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Fall and winter clothing for the whole family!
Your purchase makes scholarships possible and supports 
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