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a different color and has a specifi c job, 
from fi re attack to backup to rescue. 
Large-diameter feed lines are set up be-
tween fi re trucks, and the water supply 
is tested for several minutes.

Accountability is set, so every fi re-
fi ghter can be accounted for by a team 
leader and an accountability offi cer. 
The safety offi cer and the chief meet 
briefl y. We are ready to go.

After a walk-through, fi res are start-
ed. The chief becomes quiet and ex-
tremely watchful. This is not because 
he is concerned about the ability of the 
instructors; they are highly skilled and 
the safest team in the fi re service. Not 

The Andover Fire Department and Andover EMS (shown here pausing for the 
traditional team photo during the November 22 training burn) would like to 
wish you a very happy holiday season.  Photo: Meghan Barton

because he is concerned about the skill 
of his own fi refi ghters. It’s because he is 
the chief, and everyone on the scene is 
his responsibility. That’s the job.

The training teams enter the building 
to practice fi nding their way through 
blinding smoke and intense heat. There 
is no substitute for the real thing. Heavy 
attack lines are dragged upstairs to 
douse the fl ames.

The heat and humidity given off by 
the burning material and the water are 
extremely high. The equipment worn 
by the fi refi ghters is their only protec-
tion, and any fl aw is soon discovered 
and has the potential to become a big-
ger problem.

Most normal people would want to 

Andover Lieutenant Scott Davis and Salisbury Lieutenant Jake Otis attempt 
to push in the last corner of the house during the November 22 training burn 
in Cilleyville.  Photo: Meghan Barton
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is good. Firefi ghters must be hardened 
to the discomfort and fear to move on 
even further and complete the task.

The fi remen practice many old, 
tried-and-true methods and learn new 
ones, as our profession is constantly 
moving forward. The teams use many 
calories and lose lots of water during 
live burn training. Each fi refi ghter must 
go to a rehab station to sit, eat some 
fruit (though most prefer doughnuts), 
and drink water. The EMTs keep an 
eye on the fi refi ghters and will quickly 
deal with any undue fatigue or medical 
concern if needed.

All too soon, the building becomes un-
safe due to the many training fi res it has 
endured. The air horns sound their three 
blats, and everyone leaves the building.

Firefi ghters gather around the in-
structors for the end-of-drill debriefi ng. 
The fi rst question asked: “Was anyone 
injured?” A resounding “No!” is heard, 

and the chief looks to the sky as he si-
lently says, “Thank you.” The instructors 
fi nish the drill questions, and after some 
rest it is time to pick up and clean up.

Back at the station, the fi refi ght-
ers fi nish the cleanup, and all go to the 
meeting room to have lunch. The banter 
is light, and the excitement of the early 
morning meeting has somewhat dimin-
ished due to fatigue. There is, however, 
a clear sense of accomplishment and of 
a job well done.

It is diffi cult to fully understand 
why fi remen do what they do. The job 
is dangerous, and you often witness 
events that stay with you for a lifetime. 
I sometimes think it is because you do 
not do the job alone. You are part of a 
very exclusive team. Many have tried 
our work, but few stay. However, if you 
love, not just like, our calling, the re-
ward of “a job well done” is magic.

I am very proud to walk among 
them. 

At the Andover Fire Department’s annual Christmas tree fundraiser, fi re 
fi ghters Dave Grant and Mark Perry show a few of the many trees on 

display to Tyler and Hannah Brown; their dog, Beakon; and Hannah’s moth-
er, Pam Cooper. This year for the fi rst time, the fi re department sold trees 
on Friday night as well as on Saturday morning. The Friday night opening 
was a success, with about a third of the department’s 90 trees sold that 
evening.  Photo: Charlie Darling

Senator Ayo  e’s Offi  ce 
in Andover on December 14

Sean Knox from Senator Kelly Ayotte’s offi ce will be in the downstairs 
conference room in the Andover Town Hall on Monday, December 14, from 
10 to 11 AM. The public is invited to come in and discuss any concerns or 
comments they may have. 
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Stop in and check out our NEW menu…
Fresh seasonal dishes paired with the old favorites!
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