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Mario Ratzki Reports from 
Concord, December 2015

Concord votes to 
study opioid crisis
Mario Ratzki, NH representative

The House voted 290 to 46, and the 
Senate unanimously, in favor of estab-
lishing a task force to come up with a 
plan to address our opioid crisis. The 
task force would report to the House, 
Senate, and governor by January 6 and 
fi le legislation by January 12. 

Governor Hassan would have pre-
ferred an immediate $11 million bill, 
but Republicans thought it more pru-
dent to wait and see how much revenue 
is available and discuss aspects of the 
proposal at some length.

In the governor’s bill, some of the 
money would have been sent to coun-
ties to establish drug courts. Drug 
courts have been shown to dramatically 
cut recidivism. They seek to rehabili-
tate rather than only punish. Certainly, 
Merrimack County could use the extra 
help to set up such a court.

In other news:
The Fiscal Committee voted on a 

party line to increase state employees 
healthcare premiums by a steep 17.5% 
for all retirees, as well as previous in-
creases in prescription costs.

HB 617, police cameras, survived as 
an amended bill in committee and will 
be voted on in 2016. The same with HB 
672, establishing a state bank, amended 
as an interim study bill.

The House will be back in session 
in January with a big fi ght expected on 
Medicare expansion.

The Danbury Broadband Commit-
tee had a very good meeting with Ms. 
Scarponi of Fairpoint, and hopefully 
more locations will be served with 
higher bandwidth under an FCC broad-
band expansion program. Parts of Salis-
bury may also be eligible. I will keep on 
top of it.

Also, winter fuel assistance is avail-
able. Call 934-3444 in Franklin.

The fl ocks of wild turkeys seem to 
have doubled in size since last fall.

I wish everyone Happy Holidays.
I am always available at 735-5440 or 

at MarioRatzki@gmail.com. 

pleting the committee’s fi rst Capital 
Improvement Plan was discussed. It 
was agreed that due to late input from 
the departments, there would not be 
enough time to generate an accurate 
and useful plan for this year’s planning 
cycle. Doug will meet with the Budget 

CIP  from page 10 Committee and Board of Selectmen to 
present the current progress.
Committee Schedule

The committee discussed the plans 
for the next few months. It was agreed 
that the committee would meet on the 
third Thursday for November (19th) 
and December (17th) to continue to 
work through the capital requests. 

The Emery Family: 
200 Years in the Hoyt Road Area

Known as Emerystown in 
the early 1700s
Rita Norander
Andover Historical Society

It’s impossible to leave Hoyt Road 
without telling the story of the Emery 
family. The Emerys were early settlers 
on Hoyt Road whose land abutted that 
of the Kenistons and Hoyts. This article 
will begin with a look at Emery fam-
ily history and genealogy, followed by 
glimpses of the family, their farm, and 

their sawmill business, as told by Eva 
Emery.

The Emerys were neighbors and 
friends of my parents, and I will relate 
a few Emery stories which I remember 
hearing from my mother. Much of the 
information for this article was obtained 
from a 1986 taped interview with Eva 
Emery, conducted by Bill Leber, then 
president of the Andover Historical So-
ciety, and from letters written in 1987 
and 1988 by Eva Emery to Ginny New-

The Emery barn.

See Emery  on page 12
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Location, Location, Location!
Perfectly located close to New London, this home 

has plenty of open space and fantastic views!

New London 
$300,000

To order by mail, send a $12 check (includes s&h) payable to the Andover Historical 
Society to Kenneth Reid, 96 Lawrence Street, Andover NH 03216. 

For local pickup & delivery call Pat Cutter 735-5628.

$10 each to benefi t theAndover Historical Society$10 each to benefi t theAndover Historical Society

Buy Your
Copy At:

• Bachelder LibraryBachelder Library
in East Andover

• Andover Library• Andover Library
• • New Horizons New Horizons 

HairstylistsHairstylists 
on Main Street

• • Morgan Hill Morgan Hill 
BookstoreBookstore
New London

• Andover Beacon• Andover Beacon
in the Town Hall

A wonderful gift for 
friends at home or away!
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Mountain High Kennel
The Camp Dogs Love To Come Back To

Grooming by Appointment • 735-6083
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