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Friends of the Northern Rail Trail 
Minutes, November 18, 2015

Condensed from approved minutes
Board attendees: Alex Bernhard, 

Steve Darling, Tom Frantz, George He-
aton, Craig Heim, Lindy Heim, Myra 
Mayman, Steve Rayno, Nita Tomasze-
wski, Jack Shields

Guests: Heather Deardorff, Ed Hill-
er, Ricker Miller, Prescott Towle

Two presentations began the meet-
ing: 1) Milepost markers, from Ed Hill-
er; 2) Vegetation control in Franklin, 
from Prescott Towle.

The discovery and reclaiming of 
granite milepost markers for the trail 
has been pursued avidly by Ed Hiller 
and others and has involved consid-
erable liaison with the State of New 
Hampshire. Last month, the State De-
partment of Transportation agreed to 
release three mileposts, currently at a 
remote location. Ed Hiller has arranged 
to have the three mileposts trucked to 
the VA Cemetery in Boscawen for safe-
keeping until the spring, when they can 
be installed on the trail.

Prescott Towle presented a plan for 
vegetation control on a 12-foot swath 
on the trail in Franklin. The applica-
tion proposed would be two herbicides 
– non-persistent – to eliminate both 
grasses and invasives.

The need for this application is par-
ticularly strong in Franklin, and trail 
abutters seem in favor, making Frank-
lin a test case for the remainder of the 
trail. If herbicide were applied, a DOA 
permit is required, but not abutter no-
tifi cation if the work starts by May 25, 
2016. Prescott’s estimate is $4,800.

After these presentations, and the 
exit of Ed and Prescott, various reports 
and items of business were covered.

Heather Deardorff was welcomed 
as a new Board Member. Heather is a 
resident of Belmont and Associate Di-
rector of College Advising at St. Paul’s 
School. 

Steve Darling’s Treasurer’s Report 
was unanimously accepted. Steve noted 
that 2015 donations – currently $8,444 
– are poised to exceed 2014 and that 
Bank of America will provide match-
ing funds to employees. Steve has made 
the requisite fi ling with the State of New 

Hampshire for a charitable corporation 
for this year. He also suggested that 
Heather Turner be given $200 for her 
Web site work. This was unanimously 
accepted.

Carried or Deferred items included: 
reports on technology and hotel and 
restaurant mapping, given nothing 
new to report; and maintenance, given 
the coming of winter, and Peter South-
worth’s absence.

The Board wished to recognize Pe-
ter Southworth in absentia, and to send 
its best wishes to him and his family 
with a card.

George Heaton reported on the sta-
tus of the Federal Transportation Al-
ternatives program funding now be-
fore Congress. Prospects for funding at 
prior levels look good, as amendments 
to eliminate the program were defeated. 
December 5 is the date for the Confer-
ence Committee of House and Senate 
to agree on a fi nal version.

Nita Tomaszewski began discussion 
of a grant application for Recreational 
Trails to the State of New Hampshire, 
which was pursued in more general dis-
cussion later.

The prospect of a fi rst-time annual 
budget was put before the group. While 
budgeting is recognized to be a good 
idea, it is currently complicated by ex-
isting bills, new grant applications to be 
made, and the lack of precise estimates 
of costs. Alex Bernhard offered to pull 
together all such information and circu-
late a draft budget to the Board by e-
mail. If necessary, this can be discussed 
at a special and/or a later meeting.

As no meeting will be held in De-
cember, the next will occur on Wednes-
day, January 20, at the Boscawen 
Church basement. Heather Deardorff 
will make the arrangements for this and 
notify all.

Some motions were made, seconded 
and approved:

• Authority to spend up to $1,330 for 
milepost restoration project

• Authorization to Jack Shields to 
solicit two new quotes for different 
approaches to vegetation control of 
the trail in Franklin 

The Friends of the Northern Rail Trail in Merrimack County (FNRT) met in 
Franklin on November 18 for its regular monthly meeting. Discussion cen-
tered on major challenges now that rail trail construction is complete: 
maintenance, including runoff issues, falling trees, vegetation control, and 
blocked culverts. Pictured are Dyer’s Crossing project manager Ricker Miller 
of Andover, milepost restoration leader Ed Hiller of East Andover, and FNRT 
board member Jack Shields of Penacook.  Ed is working to restore the his-
toric mile markers along the 58 miles of the Northern Rail Trail. All but 12 are 
now in place, and there are plans for their restoration. 
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With over 25 years of providing exceptional assisted  
living services, Woodcrest Village is family-owned 
and operated and continues to honor the original 
principles it was founded upon. We help to foster 
independence, nurture spirit, and encourage family 
and community involvement. 

Woodcrest Village is a great place to live and a better 
place to work. Our sense of family extends from the  
community to our residents and staff.

356 Main Street, New London, NH
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Come see why Woodcrest Village continues 
to the first choice for assisted living in the 
New London area.
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