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As the Coffeehouse nears its fi rst anniversary, 
an organizer looks back on a year of surprises

After one early monthly performance, Paul Currier, chair of the Coffee-
house working group, described the community’s response as “beyond all 
expectations.” The characterization continues to apply, according to work-
ing-group member Cindy Benson, as the Coffeehouse is about to enter its 
second year of operation in January. 

After 11 months of concerts, Benson expands: “From the willingness 
-- and eagerness -- of well-known performers to lend their professional sup-
port, to the variety of talents displayed by open-mic participants, to the en-
thusiasm of the audiences, to the support of the Andover Congregational 
Church through its food sales, to the cadre of local volunteers who assure 
that everything runs smoothly -- all these elements come together, month 
after month, in a way that is truly impressive. We are thankful to everyone 
who has supported this community activity.” 

Featured performers to date include: January: Richard King, Sferes and 
White; February: Cathy Lowe; March: Click Horning; April: Tom Pirozzoli; 
May: Sferes and White; June: Decatur Creek; July: Kenny Weiland; Special 
July outdoor concert: Lindsey Schust and the Ragged Mountain Band; Au-
gust: Scott King; September: Neptune’s Car; October: NewFound Grass; 
November: Julie Snow; December: the Lowe Profi les.

Andover open-mic performers to date include: Carl Ahern, Cindy Benson, 
Brooks Bicknell, Margo Coolidge, Joe Dupuis, Percy Hill, The Living Stones, 
Robyn Macy, Vicky Mishcon, Janet Moore, Doug Phelps, Sferes and White, 
Nancy Tripp, and Josh Wagner. 

Event sponsors to date: March: Jimmy Sferes Professional Guitar In-
struction; April: Horizons Engineering; May: Belletetes Building Products 
Specialists; June: Highland Lake Inn; July: Dr. Jonathan Mishcon, Tilton 
Medical Associates; July Special: Andover Pizza Chef; August: Ragged 
Mountain Physical Therapy; September: Proctor Academy; October: Long-
tail Publishing; November: Anonymous, in honor of the Northern Rail Trail; 
December: Highland Lake Apple Farm. 

The Andover Community Coffeehouse operates under the umbrella of 
the Andover Community Association (ACA).

locomotive engineer to gauge his speed 
using his trusty railroad watch.

These massive mileposts are 8½ feet 
long and weigh 1,400 pounds. They 
show the mileage to Boston on one side 
and to White River Junction on the other.

The Northern Railroad was con-
structed, with incredible human labor, 
from Concord, New Hampshire to 
White River Junction, Vermont in 1847. 
This revolutionized the economic cul-
ture of up-country New Hampshire.

But subsidized highway competition 
in the 20th century spelled its doom. Op-
erations were abandoned in the 1990s, 
and the tracks were taken up for salvage. 
The railroad ties were then removed by 
volunteer snowmobile groups.

During that period, many of the mile-
posts disappeared. Only 31 remained 
on the 58 miles of trail from Concord to 
Lebanon. Grafton County had lost 22. 
Merrimack County had lost fi ve.
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Malcolm of Contoocook had one. He 
had acquired it from another collector 
and was preserving it for its historic 
importance. When he was contacted, 
he was very glad to see it restored to its 
original location on the Northern Line.

Thanks to the generous volunteer ef-
forts by Howard Jelleme and Ricker Mill-
er of Andover, this massive monument 
was transported and installed at its origi-
nal location on the rail trail in Boscawen.

After recovery of other mileposts on 
private property and the transfer of mile-
posts from the New Hampshire Depart-
ment of Transportation’s stockpile, the 
Northern Rail Trail still is missing seven 
mileposts to complete the 58 miles from 
Concord to Lebanon Center.

We urge anyone who has one of 
these irreplaceable monuments to con-
tact anyone in the Friends of the North-
ern Rail Trail (FNRT) to arrange a “no 
questions asked” donation. You can 
reach me at 735-5690. 

available for purchase on her Wishing 
You Peace CD.

On Friday, January 15, the Warner-
based quartet known as the DoBros 
will offer what they brand as “music 
for the common-folk,” which blends a 
mix of “blues, folk, bluegrass, rhythm, 
funk, roots, rock, reggae, Americana, 
fusion, disco, Motown, jazz, calypso 
and psychedelia into a style all its own: 
farm funk.” Group members are Ben 
Dobrowski (guitar, vocals); Luke Do-
browski (drums, vocals, banjo, mando-
lin); Colin Nevins (guitar, vocals); and 
Chris Spann-Weitz (bass). 

Also appearing onstage both eve-
nings will be up to a dozen open-micro-
phone performers, whose contributions 
in previous months have ranged from 
the spoken word to show-business, jazz, 
folk, bluegrass, and country-and-west-
ern tunes. Open-mic participants in the 
December 15 show are invited to pre-
pare winter-related or holiday-themed 
songs in the spirit of the season. 

For Lowe Profi les lead singer 
Kathy Lowe-Bloch, the December 
appearance will mark her second as 
a featured act at the Andover Com-
munity Coffeehouse, having per-
formed before a standing-room-only 
audience there in February. Since 
writing her fi rst song at age 11, she’s 
performed literally around the world 
and now focuses on audience partici-
pation, sound healing, and therapeutic 
music for audiences in schools, nurs-
ing homes, hospitals, and veterans’ 
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KathyLoweMusic.com. 

The DoBros made their major debut 
more recently, at the Warner Fall Foliage 
Festival in 2013, on that town’s newly 
constructed post-and-beam stage. Since 
then they have performed throughout 
northern New England at venues in 
Concord, Littleton, and Hanover, New 
Hampshire; Winooski, Vermont; Cam-
bridge, Massachusetts; and elsewhere. 
The band has yet to record a studio 
album, but it has a solid base of origi-
nal material which it performs at every 
show. for more information, visit Face-
book.com/TheDoBrosNH. 

Doors to the Grange Hall will open 
at 6 PM for food purchases offered by 
the Andover Congregational Church 
and for open-mic sign-ins on a fi rst-
come, fi rst-serve basis. The sponsor for 
the evening is the Highland Lake Apple 
Farm in East Andover, located on Ma-
ple Street just across Route 11 from the 
Coffeehouse. The January sponsor is an 
anonymous supporter of the Andover 
Community Association.

Information about future dates and 
scheduled performers, and a photo-
graphic record of the performers, both 
headliners and open-mic participants, 
are shown at AndoverCoffeehouse.org or 
on the Facebook page “Andover Com-
munity Coffeehouse.” 

Video recordings of past programs 
are shown on a number of community-
access channels across the state and are 
available at Andover.NH.us by clicking 
on “Town Information” and then “Vid-
eo Archive.”  

Margo Coolidge and Robin Boynton wait on a customer in the clos-
ing moments of the fi rst day of the Andover Service Club’s annual 

Thanksgiving Pie Sale on November 24. The pies fl ew off the tables at 
the Circle K in Cilleyville throughout the two-day fundraiser for the Service 
Club’s scholarship fund.  Photo: Charlie Darling
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ANDOVER COMMUNITY 
COFFEEHOUSE & OPEN MIC 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 18, 7:00PM
Holiday Singalong Celebration | Lowe Pro les

www.andoverco eehouse.org

FOR MORE INFO CONTACT LARRY CHASE AT 735-5135 OR LBCHASE@AOL.COM  

DOORS OPEN AT 6:00PM FOR 
LIGHT SUPPER AND OPEN MIC 
SIGN-UPS, FREE ADMISSION

At Highland Lake Grange Hall, corner of 
Rt. 11 & Chase Hill Rd., E. Andover, N.H. 

OPEN MIC EVERY 3RD FRIDAY

Sponsored by the Highland Lake Apple Farm of East Andover


