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What to do on an unusually warm (mid-50s) Christmas Day in Andover? 
How about take a dip in Highland Lake! Not remembering when the 

last time the lake had been ice-free on Christmas, John Braley decided he 
wanted to jump in for a picture. He told his friends, who told more friends, 
then a Facebook post, and we had a crowd! About 100 people showed 
up, with about 45 of them jumping in the icy cold water with their Santa 
outfi ts, Santa hats, and ugly sweaters. Lots of laughs and cold feet made 
for a fun time. In the spirit of the holiday, food donations and $600 were 
raised for the Andover Food Pantry.
 Caption: Jen Braley. Photo: Katie Keyser.

Forest Fire Warden to Propose 
New Truck at Town Meeting

One-ton needed to 
fi ght fi res in the woods
Stephen Barton, Forest Fire Warden

There will be a warrant article at 
Town Meeting to raise money for a 
one-ton fi refi ghting truck. As Forest 
Fire Warden, I’ve studied this issue a lot 
over the past couple of years, and there’s 
a lot you should know before you make 
up your mind. It can’t all fi t in the war-
rant article, so here’s some of the back-
ground information I think you’ll want 

to know.
The fi rst question I always get is, 

“Why isn’t the Fire Department pro-
posing this?” In New Hampshire, for-
est fi re wardens and their teams don’t 
fall under the local fi re departments. 
Instead, they’re under the state Division 
of Forests and Lands.

But here’s the kicker – forest fi re war-
dens don’t get a budget from the state. 
Instead, forest fi res are a line item on 
the Town budget, so every year Town 

A skid unit similar to the one that will be requested at Town Meeting.

Easy access creates 
security concerns
Jane Slayton, AE/MS principal

The Andover Elementary/Middle 
School community looks forward to 
any opportunities that bring towns-
people into our school. We love to show 
off our bulletin boards fi lled with amaz-
ing art work and to interact with and 
learn from our multi-talented commu-
nity members on SHARE Day. We are 
overjoyed to see the number of parents 
and grandparents who share our special 
meal days (Grandparent Thanksgiving 
and Parent Breakfast) and many other 
events throughout the year.

We also welcome the busy buzz that 
accompanies Town Meeting day with a 
gym full of community members. We 
look forward to having our students see 
what being part of a fl ourishing com-

munity is all about. We love receiv-
ing compliments at the end of the day 
from the moderator and others who 
have spent the day in the gym and are 
impressed with the well-mannered stu-
dents. We’ve even adjusted our lunch 
menu in the past because we knew one 
poll worker always looked forward to 
our macaroni and cheese.

However, opening up the building 
for voting presents problems for us in 
keeping our school safe. If you visit AE/
MS on a regular school day, the only en-
trance that is open is the main door by 
the offi ce. Visitors are greeted by Mrs. 
Parenteau, Ms. Turk, or Ms. Slayton. 
Business is taken care of at the offi ce 
window, or if there is a reason to come 
into the building, the visitor is let in 
through the locked door. We know who 
is in our school building at all times and 

AE/MS is No Longer 
Andover’s Ideal Polling Place

The Andover Business and Resourc-
es Directory will be mailed to all 
Andover postal addresses in early 
February.

Andover Business Directory 
Coming in February

Latest project of ACA
Press release

A new 88-page edition of the 
Andover Business and Resource Direc-
tory is to be mailed to all Andover postal 
addresses in early February. Compiled 
by volunteers of the Andover Commu-
nity Association (ACA), the directory is 
an updated version of a similar booklet 
titled Our Town, published in 2009 by 
the Andover Service Club.

In addition to providing contact in-
formation for over 300 area businesses 
and resources, the new directory in-
cludes sections on local history, places 
of interest in Andover, community or-
ganizations and recreation, and the ad-
vertisements of nearly 100 businesses 
and organizations whose contributions 
fund the directory’s publication.

The product of a Community Com-
munications Group assembled under 
the ACA umbrella, the directory was 
compiled by Susan Chase, Margo 
Coolidge, Gisela Darling, and Sooze 
Hodgson, with the help of Charlie Dar-
ling and Steve Foley at The Andover 
Beacon.

Commenting on the support re-
ceived from local advertisers and The 
Andover Beacon staff, Sooze said: “We 
began this project unsure of whether 
we could fi nd the fi nancial backing to 
underwrite its printing. Our goal was to 
make it easy for residents to fi nd local 
businesses and organizations that can 
meet their needs, and we were delighted 
when these same businesses and orga-
nizations were so generous with their 
support in order to make it happen. In 
addition, the folks at the Beacon were 
an absolute joy to work with.”

After the directory is distributed to 

all Andover residents, the ACA work-
ing group that compiled it hopes to 
turn its attention to additional ways to 
strengthen communication links among 
Andover residents. Anyone interested 
in helping with future projects is invited 
to contact the ACA committee at Ando-
verCommunity03216@gmail.com.

The ACA is a year-old non-profi t 
organization launched to help nurture 
a more resilient and sustainable local 
community. Other projects include the 
Andover Community Coffeehouse, 
held on the third Friday evening of each 
month in the Highland Lake Grange 
Hall; and the Andover Institute, which 
offers discussion groups, activities, and 
classes on topics to meet a variety of in-
terests. 

See Polling  on page 2

See Truck  on page 2


