
AndoverBeacon.com Mail@AndoverBeacon.com 735-6099

Page 6 • The Andover Beacon • February 2016

Mario Ratzki Reports 
from Concord, February 2016

Electronic voting system fails 
during Citzens United vote
Mario Ratzki, NH representative

On behalf of my wife and myself, I 
would like to extend our condolences to the 
family of Don Gross. He will be missed.

There was plenty of drama in our 
fi rst two-day session of 2016 in the State 
House. Perhaps the most unusual mo-
ment came when the electronic voting 
system failed.

It failed in the middle of a vote on 
SB 136, previously passed by the Sen-
ate unanimously. This bill would have 
established a committee to review the 
Supreme Court decision on Citizens 
United. Citizens United is better known 
for recognizing corporations as people 
and allowing them to spend unlimited 
amounts of money in political races.

The vote had gone to the proponents 
of overturning the Supreme Court deci-
sion by a 156 to 152 margin. Some Re-
publicans had joined Democrats in this 
vote of Ought To Pass. Minority leader 
Steve Shurtleff then asked for reconsid-
eration of the vote and urged representa-
tives to vote No so that this vote could not 
be changed later on. It is at this precise 
moment that the electronic voting system 
failed.

Half an hour later, the Speaker asked 
for a verbal roll call vote and, lo and be-
hold, the vote for reconsideration came 
in as a Yes by 159 to 144. This led to an 
Inexpedient To Legislate motion which 
passed by a partisan vote of 166 to 137.

What happened to the Republicans 
who voted with the Democrats on the 
fi rst vote? No one wants to say. But yours 
truly knows that one such Republican 
who voted her conscience on the fi rst vote 
was taken aside by a Republican leader 
and subsequently changed her vote. This 
was a classic case of arm twisting, and 
the failure of the voting system provided 
the Republican leadership with enough 
time to do just that.

One bill that saw bipartisan support 
was HB 626, which asked the Northern 
Pass utility to consider laying the lines 
alongside highway corridors as well as 
burying them. The Science and Technol-
ogy Committee’s recommendation was 
to kill the bill, but in a surprise vote the 
“kill” recommendation was defeated 187-
165, and the bill passed on a voice vote.

HB 500 authorized the use of silenc-
ers on guns while hunting. This passed 
with a partisan vote of 184-124.

HB 582, repealing the license require-
ment for carrying a concealed weapon, 
passed on a partisan vote of 206-146. This 
will allow anyone, with no background 
check, to carry a concealed weapon.

A similar Senate bill was also approved 
last year but vetoed by the Governor, and 
the veto was upheld by the House. I predict 
the same fate for this bill, which would ba-
sically eliminate background checks at a 
time where most people would agree that 
we need more, not less.

A nearly unanimous vote of 360-1 on 
HB 197 allows wine makers to set up 
two additional “off-site” tasting rooms.

HB 372 passed on a voice vote. It would 
exempt farmers from having to purchase 
Workers Compensation insurance if their 
payroll does not exceed $10,000 a year. 
They would still be required to have li-
ability insurance and medical payment 
coverage of not less than $5,000.

HB 617, requiring state police to wear 
body cameras, a bill I co-sponsored, was 
amended to make it voluntary for police 
departments and passed on a voice vote.

If you want to raise bisons, HB 499 
will allow you to put the animal down at 
the farm and sell it directly to consumers.

Standards for the use of drones, HB 
602, passed on a 246-66 vote and includ-
ed protections for privacy.

CACR 5, a constitutional amend-
ment giving taxpayers standing in court 
against the government, was tabled.

HB 430 closes a gap in veterans’ 
eligibility for municipal tax credits and 
passed on a voice vote.

HB 334, a bill I sponsored, regarding 
the sale of our private information by In-
ternet service providers, was amended as 
a study committee and sailed through on 
a voice vote.

To become law, all House bills must 
still go through the Senate.

As the Beacon went to press, the 
House passed SB 447, establishing a 
commission to study the overdose-rever-
sal drug Narcan (naloxone), by a biparti-
san vote of 275 to 71. SB 576 dealt with 
fentanyl possession and use, and passed 
276 to 69, while SB 369, requiring public 
schools to include drug and alcohol edu-
cation, was amended to let each school 
decide and passed on a 196 to 150 vote. 
All three bills were introduced in the 
Senate following weeks of deliberation 
by the Opioid Crisis joint House and Sen-
ate commission.

Soon to come: A battle to “free” or 
“jail” the nipple; HB 1525 would clas-
sify the showing of a female breast as 
indecent exposure, with an exception for 
breast feeding. What can I say?

The renewal of Medicaid expansion 
may fare well in the Senate but faces an 
arduous slog through the House, where 
many Republicans are dead set against it.

I have signed on to three broadband 
expansion bills and intend to make the 
lack of reliable coverage an issue this year.

In local news, I want to congratulate 
the Danbury residents who were instru-
mental in getting an LCHIP grant for the 
South Danbury Church. This is a match-
ing grant and donations are welcome. 
Please call 768-3191 in Danbury.

I had the pleasure of having Nathan 
French, a student at Bard College and 
a resident of Andover, as my guest for 
the January 6 session. I again encourage 
people to attend sessions and/or commit-
tee meetings. They are open to the public.

I am always available at 735-5440 or 
at MarioRatzki@gmail.com. 

$15. HP 8500 Offi ce Jet all-in-one printer: 
for parts only, $10. BigBobby@tds.net.

Husky Generator: Subaru engine, 5,000 
running watts, 6,250 starting watts. Never 
been started. Purchased for $600. 735-
5960.

Leaf Blower (gas): $45. Transfer Pump: 
Black Hawk, $35. 78 RPM Records: good 
condition, 100+, $3 each, take all. Antique 
Singer sewing machine: $65 obo. Antique 
bean thrasher: $25 obo. Hand hay rake: like 
new, $25. 526-2262. 

If you have stuff that’s “too good to throw away,” let Andover’s Yankee Trader (AYT) help 
you fi nd it a new home. AYT is for individuals or businesses to give away (or sell) stuff they 
no longer need (not stuff they bought to re-sell). Up to 30 words is free for Andover residents 
and Beacon subscribers; $5 for others. Add a photo for $5. If you’d like to show your ap-
preciation when AYT works for you, an extra (tax deductible) donation would be appreciated!

To be included in next month’s AYT, get your 30 words and optional photo to the Beacon 
by the 15th.  Ads@AndoverBeacon.com • PO Box 149, Andover 03216 • 735-6099

Andover’s

Yankee Trader
Samsung Flat-Screen TV: 21″, $20. Gen-
eral Electric microwave, $20. Does anyone 
collect Sebastian miniatures? Call me: 
735-5217.

House for Sale: By owner, on Highland 
Lake. 3-4 bedrooms, 4 baths, shared beach 
and dock, 2.4 acres, great room, full base-
ment. $340,000. (508) 240-1911.

FOUND: A very distinctive cane, found at the 
Andover Food Pantry. Did you leave without 
it, or did you mean to donate it? Please call 
735-6099 or e-mail Charlie@AndoverBea-
con.com.

Ford Model A Parts: Three used carbure-
tors, crank, connecting rod wrench, 21 GE 
1000 taillight bulbs. 735-5529

Window Quilts: 3′ x 6′, used, 10 of them, 
best offer. Tile saw with stand: $150. 735-
5586.

Ink Cartridges: HP940XL, never used. Two 
black, $40; one yellow, $15; one magenta, 
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Contact Linda Bolte
(603) 744-5433

800 Lake Street, Bristol, NH
lbolte@byseinsurance.com
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FREE Review of Your Insurance Policies at 
Your Home or Offi ce at Your Convenience

Too Good To Throw Away? ANDOVER YANKEE TRADER!


