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How and Why to 
Remember Family Stories

Wilmot Historical Society 
program on February 7
Press release

The Wilmot Historical Society will 
hold its annual winter program on Sun-
day, February 7, at 2 PM in the Wilmot 
Community Association’s Red Barn at 
64 Village Road in Wilmot.

Storyteller Jo Radner will offer her 
popular workshop, “Family Stories: 
How (and Why) to Remember and Tell 
Them.” Participants will learn fool-
proof ways to mine their own memo-
ries and interview their relatives for 
engaging stories. In pairs and small 
groups they will practice fi nding, de-
veloping, and telling their own tales. 
“No one will be on the spot to per-
form,” says Jo, “but I guarantee that 
everyone will remember stories they 
want to share informally.”

“We never tell stories at home any-

more!” Jo hears this lament over and 
over again – and she is on a crusade to 
reverse the trend.

Aimed at adults, the workshop will 
benefi t anyone interested in investi-
gating or remembering past events, 
writing memoirs, researching family 
history, or simply developing habits 
of meaningful conversation. Partici-
pants will leave with new ideas, new 
stories, and a handout of techniques 
and resources.

Jo is past president of the Ameri-
can Folklore Society and the National 
Storytelling Network. Retired from a 
teaching career at American University, 
she has been studying, teaching, telling, 
and collecting stories most of her life. 
She lives in Lovell, Maine, and can be 
reached at JRadner@american.edu.

This program is made possible 
by the New Hampshire Humanities 
Council. 

Workshop on Basics of 
Raising Chickens for Eggs

February 1 
in Boscawen
Press release

Dot Perkins, UNH Cooperative Ex-
tension Livestock Field Specialist, will 
present “Raising Chickens: The Basics” 
on Monday, February 1, at 6:30 PM at 
the Boscawen Municipal Complex, 116 
North Main Street in Boscawen.

Dot will cover information about 

breeds, housing, and seasonal care of 
chickens. This talk will not cover butch-
ering or broilers.

Come listen to all the facts and 
many practical tips pertaining to rais-
ing chickens for eggs. The event is 
sponsored by the Boscawen Agricul-
tural Commission. Register online at 
Bitly.com/UNHChickens, or contact Mary 
West at 796-2151 or Mary.West@unh.edu.
 

Andover’s Richard Po  er, 
Magician, is Still in the News

Massachusetts Web site 
tells his story
Bob Tremblay
MetroWest Daily News

This article is re-printed with kind 
permission from MetroWestDailyNews.
com, where it was posted on December 
26, 2015 at 10:25 PM. It begins with an 
editor’s note that “Mr. Know-It-All is an 
occasional feature in which we answer 
reader questions about local history. 
Got a good question for Mr. Know-It-
All? See the e-mail address at the bot-
tom of this story.”

A colleague recently visited Stur-
bridge Village, where she was in-

A broadside advertising one of Richard Potter’s shows in Boston in 1811.

formed that Richard Potter, the fi rst 
African-American magician, was born 
in Hopkinton, Massachusetts, in a sec-
tion of town that is now Ashland. Pot-
ter is also credited with being the fi rst 
American-born stage magician and 
ventriloquist.

My colleague thought these revela-
tions might interest Mr. K. Well, you 
don’t need a crystal ball to divine that 
she was right. So here we go. Hold on to 
your magic wands.

Information for this column comes 
from the African American Registry, 
The Root, The Scottish Rite of Freema-
sonry, and Magicpedia Web sites. The 
Root article was penned by Harvard 
University Professor Henry Louis Gates 
Jr. and freelance writer Julie Wolf. Gates 
is also chairman of The Root.

Richard Potter was born in 
Hopkinton, Massachusetts in 1783 on 
the plantation of Sir Charles Henry 
Frankland, a British tax collector who 
coincidentally was the subject of Mr. 
K’s column last month. Some online 
sites list Frankland as the father. Others 
place this paternity in doubt, and since 
Frankland died 15 years before Potter 
was born, that doubt is well earned. 
Hopkinton church records list the fa-
ther as George Simpson, according 
to Magicpedia. Potter’s mother is de-
scribed as a black servant on the Frank-
land estate named Dinah. One site has 
Potter being born in New Hampshire. 
He actually died there, but we’re getting 
ahead of ourselves.

At the tender age of 10, Potter set 
sail for England as a cabin boy. “Once 
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Taking care of all your 
Garage Door Needs.

New Name. Same Quality Work.

PROFESSIONAL GUITAR INSTRUCTION
40 years of acoustic, electric and slide playing styles
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