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level as a junior rider.
On the completion of her junior rider 

years, she turned her interests toward a 
professional riding career. In addition 
to her own successes, she instructed 
a number of local students to wins at 
horse shows throughout the Northeast 
over a 20-year period.

In affi liation with Seery Hill in 
Andover and with the St. Lawrence 
University Riding program, Betsy fur-
ther developed as a trainer. She was a 
major contributor to the success of the 
university’s back-to-back Intercolle-
giate Horse Show Association national 
championships in 2012 and 2013.

Her dedication to riding required a 
lot of travel and work, yet all the while 
she excelled in academia, graduating 
Montpelier High School as a valedicto-
rian in 1996. She received many schol-
arships and matriculated to the Uni-
versity of Puget Sound in Washington 
State. There she completed a double 
major in philosophy and chemistry and 
graduated magna cum laude in 2001 
and was elected to Phi Beta Kappa.

During her college years, she took 
a year off to do atmospheric research 
studies abroad on an icebreaker off the 
coast of Alaska. After graduation, she 
began a PhD program in philosophy 
and then worked as a barn manager at 
St. Lawrence University. Betsy then 
chose to attend Vermont Law School, 
where her focus was on environmental 
law. She graduated summa cum laude 
and fi rst in her class in 2008.

Betsy worked as a Supreme Court 
clerk for Justice Burgess before becom-
ing an attorney at Dunkiel Saunders El-

liott Raubvogel & Hand, a prominent 
environmental law fi rm in Burlington, 
in 2009. Betsy’s work as a lawyer re-
sulted in the successful development 
of numerous green energy projects, 
including some of Vermont’s largest 
wind and solar facilities. Betsy was also 
responsible for preparing the Act 250 
application for the Champlain Parkway 
on behalf of the city of Burlington. She 
continued to train horses, coach riders, 
and travel to horse shows.

She was on the Development Review 
Board for East Montpelier and sat on 
the board for the Vermont River Con-
servancy. She kept a farmhouse in East 
Montpelier where she cared for retired 
show horses from St. Lawrence Univer-
sity. In the summer, Betsy maintained a 
small vegetable garden, and during the 
winter liked to warm up her meals on 
the wood stove.

She had a wonderful connection to 
animals and loved her pets. She could 
often be found exercising her dog, 
walking trails and dirt roads, or cross-
country skiing. Betsy was an avid read-
er and had an appreciation for going to 
the movies and listening to music.

Her quick wit and unwavering prin-
ciples were hallmarks of her unique 
personality. Betsy developed lasting 
friendships wherever she spent time. 
She had a strong commitment to her 
family, often taking the lead to schedule 
and organize special events, and always 
acknowledging family achievements.

Betsy ultimately decided she did not 
fi t in this world. The hole her absence 
leaves will forever go unfi lled.

She is survived by her mother, Susan 
Hobson Catlin; father, Guy Mark Cat-
lin; sister, Sarah Hobson Catlin; sister-

in-law, Jennifer Lynn Willis; brother, 
Luke Hobson Catlin; sister-in-law, Em-
ily Sarah von Trapp; niece, Lily von 
Trapp Catlin; and dog, Jelly.

There was a remembrance of her 
life on the second of January at the Old 
Meeting House in East Montpelier. In 
lieu of fl owers, donations in her honor 
can be made to the Vermont River Con-
servancy or the Vermont Food Bank.

KENNETH E. HEATH, 80, of Dy-
ers Crossing Road, died on Janu-

ary 1, 2016 at the Merrimack County 
Nursing Home in Boscawen.

He was born in Danbury on May 14, 
1935, the son 
of Everett M. 
and Dorothy 
M. (Powers) 
Heath. Ken 
g r a d u a t e d 
f r o m 
A n d o v e r 
High School in 1954.

He was a crane operator working for 
Structural Concrete in Franklin and re-
tired from Operation Engineers based 
in Massachusetts for over 20 years. He 
was the fi rst crane operator at Seabrook 
and the last one there before they closed.

He and his late wife owned and op-
erated River Bend Motel in Newington, 
New Hampshire from 1976 to 1981. 
They wintered in Florida for over 10 
years.

Ken was a member of Kearsarge 
Lodge #81 F&AM of Andover. He 
liked to golf and enjoyed fi shing on his 
boat while in the Newington area. He 
served in the Air National Guard.

His wife, Barbara (Esty) Heath, 
died in 1992, and his brother, Melvin 
T. Heath, died in 1967. He is survived 
by his brother and wife, Francis A. and 
Carol Heath of Danbury, and by nieces 
and nephews.

Friends called at the Chadwick Fu-
neral Home, 235 Main Street, New 
London on Friday, January 8, 2016 
from 5 to 7 PM, with a Masonic service 
at 6:30 PM.

Burial will be in Riverdale Cem-

etery, Danbury, in the spring.
Memorial contributions may be 

made to the Andover EMS, PO Box 61, 
Andover NH 03216.

GLORIA H. BLANDFORD, passed 
peacefully on January 5, 2016 at 

Merrimack County Nursing Home in 
Boscawen.

Gloria was born in Lynn, Massachu-
setts on February 3, 1938, the daugh-
ter of Richard A. and Alice L. (Smith) 
Hubbs. She was a graduate of Malden 
High in Massachusetts and attended 
Vesper George School of Art in Boston. 
As a lover of art, Gloria used her talent 
to paint many beautiful nature scenes, 
fl owers, and birds.

Gloria’s husband of 39 years, Mark 
H. Blandford, passed in 1998. Glo-
ria met her husband Mark in Boston. 
After they married, they moved to 
Manchester, where they started a fam-
ily. In 1966 they bought their only home 
in Concord.

Gloria was a loving wife and mother. 
She worked as a homemaker, caretaker, 
and bank worker. As an active member 
of the First Church of Christ, Scientist 
in Concord, she served as Treasurer for 
15 years.

Among surviving family members 
is Gloria’s granddaughter, Alyssa Mc-
Daniel and her husband Timothy of 
Andover.

Donations in lieu of fl owers and/or 
memorial contributions may be made 
to the First Church of Christ, Scientist, 
33 School St, Concord NH 03301. A 
memorial service was held at Bennett 
Funeral Home in Concord on January 
16. Messages of condolence may be of-
fered at BennettFuneral.com.

DONALD J. GROSS, 65, of 
Kearsarge Mountain Road, died 

on January 7, 2016 at his home.
He was born in Jersey City, New Jer-

sey on Janu-
ary 6, 1951, 
the son of the 
late John N. 
and Joan D. 
(Peitz) Gross. 
He graduated 
from New 
London High 
School in 
1970 and at-
tended Claremont VoTech. Later, while 
working, he went to FBI training in 
Quantico, Virginia.

Don was a police offi cer for the 
Nashua Police Department from 1972 
to 2004, retiring as Chief. While work-
ing in Nashua, he lived in Merrimack 
and moved to Andover in 2004.

After his retirement, Don conducted 
investigations for the state and helped 
organize smaller police departments. 
He owned and operated Pave-A-Little, 
was involved with the Gross Family 
Farmstand making picnic tables and 
selling vegetables, and was part owner 
of Blackwater Properties and Storage.

Always busy and willing to help, 
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Community Wellness,
Together.

No matter the season, our skin 
(the largest organ of our bodies) helps keep 

us healthy and safe. New London Hospital 
provides comprehensive skin care services, 

from preventative skin and mole checks, to 
treating acne, eczema, psoriasis, melanoma 

and other conditions. Our experienced 
dermatologists provide personalized attention 

and care for adult patients. 

Call 603-526-5438 to schedule a skin care appointment.

To learn more about our services, visit www.newlondonhospital.org.

NEW & USED MACHINERY & TOOLS
Bought & Sold

AUTH. STK. JET. DIST. WOOD & METAL MACHINERY
VISIT US AT WWW.BREAKHEARTTOOLS.COM

Breakheart Tool Co.

515 WEST MAIN STREET • TILTON, NH
1-800-746-8767 • 1-603-286-8762 • Fax:1-603-286-8274


