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Town Meeting 2016 Results, Article by Article
Budget passes, noise 
ordinance defeated 
Charlie Darling, Beacon staff

The 2016 Andover Town Meeting on 
March 8 began with Town Moderator 
Dan Coolidge introducing the Board of 
Selectmen and the Budget Committee. 
Next he read the moderator’s rules for 
the meeting and concluded by saying, 
“My job is not to take sides. It is to keep 
the meeting moving smoothly.”
Article 1

The election of Town and School 
District offi  cers was handled by ballot 
voting prior to the meeting.
Article 11: Noise Ordinance

Selectman Jim Delaney moved that 
Article 11 be considered before Article 
2, and the motion passed.

Police Chief Glenn Laramie intro-
duced the article, a new noise ordi-
nance: Andover has had a noise ordi-
nance for a long time, but we don’t use it 
a lot. It only covers “misuse of power,” 
like squealing tires.

We needed to use it a few months 
ago, but found it was unenforceable. It 
doesn’t list any penalties and doesn’t fi t 
the needs of the town. The judge said 
that it’s not a good ordinance and that 
we need a new one. The Board of Se-
lectmen took the ball and ran with it.

Bill Keyser: This new ordinance is 
too restrictive for a small town. Some 
points don’t make any sense. (Applause.)

Todd Adams: I was one of the origi-
nal complainants. This new ordinance 
was not my goal. My goal was the mis-
use of power, which is not enforced, and 
the state law on disturbing the peace, 
which is not enforced. This is an over-
reaction by the Board of Selectmen. It’s 
time to start enforcing the laws that are 
on the books for the town and the state. 
This is ridiculous. I can’t mow my lawn 
on Sunday. I can’t cut wood on Sunday. 
This is an overreaction.

Andy Guptill: This was done with 
the best of intentions, but it’s not what’s 
best for Andover. It outlaws jake-brakes 
on commercial trucks, which are there 
for safety. It outlaws yelling, shouting, 
hooting, and whistling on public streets; 
keeping of animals, birds, and pets that 
make long or continued noise; exhaust 
not through a muffl  er, which means you 
wouldn’t be able to start your race car 
to put it on the trailer. In the words of 
Nancy Reagan, “Just say No.”

Selectman Vicky Mishcon: This or-
dinance is a like a speed limit; you’re 
not going to get stopped for a minor 
infraction. These are guidelines; you’d 
have to do it over and over for a long 
time for it to be a violation. It’s common 
sense. These are only violations if you 
misuse these things. It gives the offi  cer 
a chance to investigate a complaint and 
do nothing, or issue a warning.

Becky Dobretz: I’ve lived with peo-
ple starting up their trucks at 6 in the 

morning, and it doesn’t disturb me. If 
I have a problem with it, I’d go speak 
to my neighbor. Let’s be a community. 
We do not need to have an ordinance on 
this. It doesn’t disturb me, because I’m 
a neighbor and a friend. Noise is not an 
issue in this town. (Applause.)

Jim Delaney: The Board of Select-
men did not start this noise ordinance. 
We had a person knock on every se-
lectman’s door on the Fourth of July 
complaining. Let the people who com-
plained take responsibility for this.

Todd Adams: It was the 2 AM stuff . You 
told me you can’t enforce state law. Why 
not? Why can’t you answer the question?

A shouting match between the mod-
erator and Todd Adams ensued, the up-
shot of which was Todd being removed 
from the meeting shouting, “Why can’t 
you answer my question?”

Jerry Thompson: We have faith in 
our police. I think they’re the ones who 
should present to us next year the ordi-
nance they think they need.

Wood Sutton: Could Chief Laramie 
tell us what’s enforceable?

Chief Laramie: We don’t use the state 
laws because they’re too detailed. If we 
don’t have a town ordinance and some-
body spins their tires and we charge 
them under state law, they now have a 
criminal record and a $1,200 fi ne.

Reckless conduct is a major off ense 
in New Hampshire; it would be three 
points on your license and loss of li-
cense for 60 days. Is that what you want 
for spinning your tires?

We need something we can use at 
our discretion. It’s the offi  cer’s discre-
tion, just like a speeding ticket or a 
warning. We don’t use the state laws 
because they don’t fi t the crime.

Jeff  Miller: I understand discretion; 
but at the end of the day, we’d be pass-
ing a law that would make three-quar-
ters of this town criminals, and I think 
that relying on discretion is unfair to 
you and to the voters. (Applause.)

Carla Levesque: I’m opposed be-
cause the ordinance is very vague. 
Whose opinion prevails on what’s dis-
turbing and what’s not? (Applause.)

Article 11 was defeated. A motion 
to restrict reconsideration of Article 11 
passed.

Article 2: Proposed Budget
Arch Weathers, chair of the Budget 

Committee: This budget is a collective 
eff ort, but not necessarily unanimous. It 
acknowledges the critical need to con-
tinue to reinvest in our community. The 
bulk of the increases come from staffi  ng; 
health insurance; legal expenses; election 
expenses (with four elections to run this 
year); highway projects; and Information 
Technology costs for off -site back-up.

On the good side, last year’s semi-an-
nual billing produced $7,000 in savings.

The Capital Improvement Plan com-
mittee is on track for reporting in 2017 
on a thoroughly-vetted capital needs 
projection and schedule of implementa-
tion, including clerical support for the 
Budget Committee.

Ed Hiller, Budget Committee mem-
ber: Speaking to the bottom-line impact 
on taxes is complicated because you 
have to convert the gross budget we vote 
on to the net budget that impacts taxes by 
considering things like funds withdrawn 
from capital reserve funds or funds pro-
vided from the unexpended fund bal-
ance. Taking the gross budget plus the 
warrant articles we’ll vote on, less other 
funding sources, shows a net increase 
over last year of $300,711, which could 
add about $1.20 to the tax rate, raising a 
property’s total tax bill by about 5.9%.

Moderator Dan Coolidge walks the 
meeting through the sections of the pro-
posed budget, asking for questions or 
comments on each.

Wood Sutton: I fi nd this budget a 
disservice to the taxpayers. I think the 
increases are extraordinary. I think 
things that are left out of it are going to 
hit us in the future, like $200,000 for 
the Lawrence Street Bridge that was in 
there last year. Wood moves to reduce 
total budget, but Dan rules it out of or-
der at this point, suggesting it would be 
in order at the end.

Toby Locke: Why has Town Clerk 
gone up so much?

Town Administrator Marj Roy: Part 
of it is that there are four elections in 
2016. Vital records expenses have gone 
up, though it’s actually a wash because 
they come in as fees paid, but we have 
to show the increased expenses in the 
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CONVENIENT VILLAGE COLONIAL!
• Nice Yard, Good Privacy
• Near to Community Center, Tannery Pond, 

the Bandstand, and Rte. 11
• Roomy Home with 3 BRs, 1.5 BA
• Lots of Fun, Original Features
• Great Wrap-around Porch
• Attached Barn with Workshop or 

Offi  ce Above

• www.NHVillageColonial.com

24 Monument Place, Wilmot $158,00024 Monument Place, Wilmot $158,000

Milestone 
Real Estate 224 Main Street, P.O. Box 67 • New London, NH 03257

www.cbmilestone.com info@cbmilestone.com
603-526-4116

Our clients know why we’re…
The Best Team in Town!

CHARMING 1900’S COTTAGE!
• Walk Across the Street to Kezar Lake 
• In Need of Extensive Renovation 
• Many Original Features to Restore
• Light-fi lled with Great Floor Plan
• 3 BR 2 BA
• Huge Kitchen and Enormous Wrap-
around Porch

• Easy Access to I-89

11 Davis Court, Sutton $105,00011 Davis Court, Sutton $105,000

Auto Repairs · Auto Body · Welding
Fabricating · Oil Changes · Tires

Call: Ken Poulin
(603) 977-0111 156 Main St. · Andover, NH


