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personal vehicles to haul the Fire De-
partment’s equipment trailer to the fi re.

There followed much back-and-forth 
discussion about buying a used truck, a 
dump truck, etc.

Herbie: I’m tired of spending big 
dollars for something we’re only going 
to use once or twice a year.

Dave Blinn: If this truck gives them 
10 more minutes and it saves some-
body’s barn, somebody’s livestock, 
somebody’s home, it’s little enough to 
spend. I don’t want to be the one re-
sponsible for them not having that extra 
10 minutes that would have made the 
diff erence. I think it’s a worthy invest-
ment. I think it behooves us to give 
these guys what they need. (Applause.)

Brad Hardie: We had over 500 acres 
burn statewide last year, which is twice 
as much as the year before. Forest fi res 
are only going to get worse and worse 
with the weather we’re having. Just the 
thought that we’d even suggest they 
should be using their personal vehicles 
is … I can’t even say it. Let’s just pass 
this. (Applause.)

Howard George: I don’t have a prob-
lem with this vehicle, but I don’t want 
to see this go into the Highway Depart-
ment, where it would be driving around 
and doing a lot of extra things. If it’s for 
forestry, it’s for forestry.

Steve Barton: What I said was that in 
the winter time if we have an ice storm 
or a heavy windstorm with a lot of limbs 

down, the Fire Department responds 
and helps out the Highway Department.  
So instead of taking a $300,000 engine 
out during an ice storm, we’d be better 
off  taking this forestry truck that’s al-
ready got chainsaws, safety equipment, 
etc. on it. It’s cheaper and smaller and 
more maneuverable, and it’s safer to 
drive in those conditions.

I think the department members de-
serve your support on this. (Applause.)

Andy Guptill: This cab and chassis 
rises in price, on average, 7% to 10% 
per year. The skid unit increases even 
more. So you’ll be saving by buying it 
this year.

Toby Locke moves that the meeting 
vote on Article 5 and Article 6 together. 
The motion passes.

Article 5 and Article 6 pass on a sin-
gle vote. A motion to restrict reconsid-
eration of Articles 5 and 6 passes.

Moderator Dan Coolidge asks if the 
meeting would like to take a break. 
The response from the audience is a re-
sounding “No!”
Article 6: 
Equipment for Forest Fire Truck

See Article 5, above. The two arti-
cles were voted on and passed together.
Article 7: 
Highway Department Truck

Andy Guptill: The truck was origi-
nally purchased by the East Andover 
Fire Department (EAFD); as it aged, 
it was given to the Andover Fire De-
partment (AFD) with the understand-
ing that when AFD was done with it, it 

would go back to EAFD.
The EAFD commissioners were to 

sell it by whatever means they felt best. 
There was a rumor that someone was 
going to pay $5,000, but that rumor 
turned out to be false.

If this truck is set up for the Highway 
Department and works for 500 hours 
per year at only what we’re paying for 
the summer rate, not the winter rate; 
and if we budget $20 per hour for the 
driver and two gallons of fuel per hour, 
at $4 per gallon (and we pay much less), 
over fi ve years there would be a savings 
of over $54,000. To me, that makes a lot 
more sense than selling the truck.

John Thompson, Road Agent: It is an 
old truck, but it only has 30,000 miles 
on it, and it is in good shape. We’re go-
ing to put a dump body, a plow, and a 
sander on it. This truck would take the 
place of one of the six-wheelers we rent 
now and would run for roughly 500 
hours per year. So in a period of two 
years, we’re already coming out ahead.

Chuck Keyser: Who’s going to do the 
retrofi tting? And what about the gear ra-
tio? Has anybody done this before?

John: Diff erent people around the 
area will do the work. Some are local, 
some are from Manchester, even our 
Town employees will do some of it. My 
company bought the last truck the fi re 
department sold, and we did the exact 
same thing, and the truck’s still on the 
road 12 years later.

Article 7 passes. A motion to restrict 
consideration of Article 7 passes.

Article 8: Town Hall Roof
Toby Locke: I put the last roof on the 

Town Hall. I would recommend that 
you vote this article down, wait, put on 
a metal roof, and never touch it again.

Jim Delaney, Selectman: It would be 
$25,000 to put metal over the existing 
roof, or $25,000 for stripping the old 
shingles and putting on new shingles. It 
will go out to bid. We’re preferring to 
go with a metal roof.

A motion to amend the article to 
specify a metal roof passes.

Marj: We’re seeing if the failing 
shingles are covered under warranty.

Article 8 passes as amended.
Article 9: Morrill Hill Road Bridge

Toby Locke: Is this the money that 
we would normally put against taxes?

Jim Delaney, Selectman: Last year 
when we took $225,000 out of the bridge 
fund to set up the separate Lawrence 
Street Bridge fund, we forgot that there 
was $179,000 in the bridge fund for the 
Morrill Hill Bridge. So this housekeep-
ing article corrects that problem.

Article 9 passes.
Article 10: Snowmobile Club Lease

A motion to amend the article to fi x 
the lot number passes. Article 10 passes 
with no further discussion.
Article 11: Noise Ordinance

See above. Article 11 was moved and 
acted on prior to considering Article 2.
Article 12: Land Purchase

Moderator Dan Coolidge explains that 
Article 12 is now moot, as the property 
has been sold. He further explains that 
by law, Town Meeting can’t adjourn until 
it has acted on every article on the war-
rant, and that any articles tabled by Town 
Meeting automatically “disappear” as 
soon as the meeting is adjourned.

The meeting votes to table Article 12.
Article 13: Any Other Business

There is no other business to come 
before the meeting, so the meeting is 
adjourned. 
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Thorndike Mills Braided rugs are on sale now through May 31st, 2016.
Thorndike Mills rugs are true cloth construction, beautiful and timeless!
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Did you know that many of these 
articles have been available at 

AndoverBeacon.com 
for two or three weeks? 


