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On May 16, members of the Andover Cemetery Trustees and of Ando-
ver’s American Legion Post 101 gathered to place a fl ag at the grave 

of each veteran buried in Proctor Cemetery. Pictured are (front) Ron Evans, 
Pat Cutter, Lloyd Perreault, Bill Leber, Skip Powers, (back) John Hanscom, 
Don Clendenen, and Faith Clendenen. In the days that followed, memorial 
fl ags were placed at other Andover cemeteries as well. 
 Photo: Charlie Darling

New Forestry Truck
is Gett ing Well Fitt ed Out

It should be fi nished and 
training underway soon
Rene Lefebvre, AFD chief

Thanks to the support of the people 
of Andover, we were able to purchase a 
2016 Ford 550 four-wheel drive vehicle 
to serve as our forestry truck. The truck 
was purchased on State bid.

Thanks to the eff orts of 
Stephen Barton, a dealer was 
found that handles this size 
truck in Bangor, Maine. Ste-
phen and I made the long trek 
to the dealer; we signed for the 
truck, had a great lunch, and 
headed home. Five-plus hours 
in heavy rain and driving wind, 
and a detour, made for an ex-
hausting trip home. Seeing the 
truck in the station made the 
trip well worth the eff ort.

With the help of Stephen and Jake 
Johnson, the truck was sent to Global 
Truck Traders in Winchester to have an 
aluminum platform body installed. The 
next trip was to Dale’s Paint and Place 
in Newport to be lettered.

As the fi remen were leaving for 
Newport to pick up the truck, we re-
ceived a fi re call. Our thanks to Ste-
phen’s wife, Meghan, and his mother, 
Gail, for retrieving the truck for us. The 
fi re department is very much a family 
team.

The next installation was the fi re 
skid unit built by Kimtek Corporation 
in Orleans, Vermont. This is the pump, 
tank, and hose reel that is mounted on 
the platform.

After that, teams mounted the tool 
boxes and wired the skid unit. The next 
installation is the fi re radio, emergen-
cy lights, and siren. That should take 

place within the next few weeks. Then 
we will install hose and other forestry 
equipment and start training to use the 
pump and other systems that are unique 
to forestry. The truck will be in service 
for fi refi ghting soon.

It has been a very exciting journey, 
from design to requesting funds to the 
very positive vote and comments of the 
voters at Town Meeting. Our forest fi re 
warden Stephen Barton has taken the 
lead and with the help of the fi refi ghters 
has made this project a reality. 

The new forestry truck was purchased on a state bid from a dealer in Maine. 
Since then it’s been fi tted out with forest fi re fi ghting equipment. 
 Photos: Jake Otis

The skid unit on the back of the new forestry 
truck was built in Orleans, Vermont.Fourth of July Parade to

Celebrate “American Heroes”
Rain date for festivities
is July 9
Fourth of July Committee

We have about one month to go until 
the Andover Fourth of July celebration! 
We are hoping to have a record number of 
fl oats this year, thinking that the theme, 
American Heroes, will inspire people to 
put something together for the parade.

As usual, the Andover Lions Club 
will be putting on its spectacular pancake 
breakfast starting at 7 AM at AE/MS. Af-
ter a hearty breakfast, head over to the Fes-
tival on the Green to check out this years’s 
off erings from vendors and some new 
features such as games for kids, a photo 
exhibit, and an old-time engine display.

The committee has also asked the 
Andover Historical Society to display 
something special for everyone. Later 
in the morning, the Kearsarge Commu-
nity Band will play their selections of 
patriotic and marching songs.

The Kids Parade will form at a new 
location and time this year. This is an 
accommodation for those of you who 
have found this to be a long, hot wait 
with young children. The children will 
gather at the Andover Fire Station at 
11:30 AM with judging at 11:45 AM. So 
don’t be late! We can’t wait to see what 
the kids come up with this year!

The parade will begin, as usual, at 
noon at the Proctor Field House. Lead-
ing up to that would be a good time to 

grab lunch or a snack from the many 
food vendors on the Village Green!

We have already confi rmed the follow-
ing previous parade entries: Captain Mor-
rill’s Company, the Bektash Drum and 
Bugle Corp, Leapin’ Lena, New Hamp-
shire Pipes and Drums, plus The Lyme 
Town Band, which will be a new entry. 
Volunteers will be judging the fl oats, cars, 
and animals, with cash prizes awarded.

From 1 PM until evening there will 
be live music and refreshments on the 
Village Green. Keep an eye out for 
other activities, such as softball games, 
around town.

The fi reworks will again be launched 
from the Proctor Ski Area. The com-
mittee has requested high-altitude dis-
plays with some big boomers (at the re-
quest of some of last year’s spectators). 
Select viewing spots will be Carr Field, 
the Village Green, and Corson Field 
(behind the school).

In the case of rain, all the Village 
Green activities will take place on Satur-
day, July 9, and there will be no parade on 
July 4. If the parade is cancelled on July 4, 
then parade entrants are invited to line up 
on July 9 at the beginning of Lawrence 
Street for viewing and judging.

Anyone interested in participating in 
the parade should call Donna French at 
735-6131. Anyone interested in a space 
on the Village Green should contact 
Doug Phelps at 802-310-1045 or Doug.
Phelps80@gmail.com. 

Select Board Seeks Volunteers to 
Study Noise Ordinance Issue

Wanted: a realistic and 
enforceable approach
Andover Select Board

The Andover Select Board needs 
your help!

The Noise Ordinance was resound-
ingly deemed unacceptable in the 
format in which it was presented last 
March. It was agreed, at that time, to 
set aside the subject and revisit it later 
in the year.

We all agreed that some form of 
“noise” control or guideline was nec-
essary; however, the March ordinance 

was seen as too restrictive and lacked 
a common sense, balanced approach to 
the issue.

With that in mind, the Town Admin-
istrator and the Select Board are look-
ing for fi ve volunteers to form a focus 
group to meet two or three times to dis-
cuss and present recommendations for 
a noise ordinance that is realistic and 
enforceable. This is especially true and 
necessary for our Police Department 
should they be called, providing direc-
tion and allowing them the fl exibility to 
react according to the situation.

See Noise  on page 5


