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through the channel to anchor.
The USS Belleau Wood carried 30 

planes of Air Group 24, and Aviation 
Machinist Mate Mr. Biron was the 
plane crew chief of one of them. The 
ship’s Pacifi c operations included the 
battles of Tarawa, Gilberts, Marshalls, 
Truk, Marianas, and Palau Islands.

On October 30, 1944, during the 
Battle of the Philippine Sea, she was 
hit by a kamikaze, killing 92 men and 
destroying 12 aircraft. After repairs, 
she returned to the South Pacifi c for the 
duration of the war, and her planes fl ew 
over the surrender ceremonies in Tokyo 
Bay on September 2, 1945.

Leaving Pearl Harbor in late October 
1945, she spent the next three months 
returning servicemen to San Diego. Mr. 
Biron served aboard the USS Belleau 
Wood all during his war-time service. 
He was discharged on February 14, 
1946.

On May 25, 1946, Mr. Biron mar-
ried Gertrude Thibeault, and they lived 
in Allenstown, New Hampshire for 
the next 38 years with their three sons, 
Rick, Bill, and Gary. On December 5, 
1955, almost 10 years after leaving the 
Navy, Mr. Biron joined the Air Force. 
He served with New Hampshire Air 
National Guard, stationed at Grenier 

Field in Manchester, and later moved 
to Pease Air Force Base in Portsmouth. 
He had the opportunity to fl y a mission 
and sit in the co-pilot seat, where he re-
members witnessing the amazing feat 
of an in-fl ight refueling.

On his 60th birthday in 1982, Mr. 
Biron retired as master sergeant with 
many wonderful memories and re-
ceived an Air Force commendation 
medal for his 27 years of service. Two 
of his sons followed Dad’s patriotic ex-
ample – Rick in the Air Force and Bill 
in the Navy.

Over the years, Mr. Biron’s other jobs 
included driving a truck throughout the 
northeast for HP Welch Trucking and 
serving as a hearse driver and helper for 
Petit Funeral Home in Pembroke. Fol-
lowing retirement, Mr. Biron and his 
wife lived in Concord at Jensen’s Senior 
Residence Park for 28 years.

Mr. Biron lost his wife in 2009, then 
his son Bill in 2012, and another son, 
Gary, in 2013. In April 2013, Mr. Biron 
moved to Wilmot, where he currently 
lives with his son Rick and wife Joan 
Marie, who have lived in town for over 
33 years. 
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Jere Daniell to Speak on
“The New Hampshire Town”

Historical Society 
sponsors free program
Press release

The Andover Historical Society will 
be holding a public meeting on Thursday, 
June 16, at the Highland Lake Grange 
Hall in East Andover. Our guest present-
er will be Jere Daniell, whose topic will 
be “The New Hampshire Town.”

This program, which is free and open 
to the public, will begin at 7 PM and will 
be followed by refreshments. This event 
is made possible thanks to a grant from 

the New Hampshire Humanities.
Jere Daniell is a retired Dartmouth 

College history professor. He has pub-
lished four books, and his “Humanities 
To Go” programs focus on New Hamp-
shire. He has lectured in about three 
quarters of the state’s 235 towns and cit-
ies, frequently speaking on the history 
of the community where he is speaking.

Jere, whose family has deep roots in 
Franklin, is very familiar with our area, and 
he will be including lots of Andover and 
Franklin material in his remarks. It should 
be a fun evening. Please join us! 

Foresters and Loggers Gather at 
Proctor for Workshop

Red oak management 
was the topic
David Pilla
Proctor Academy Woodland Manager

On April 23, Proctor Academy host-
ed a workshop for foresters and loggers 
on northern red oak management. This 
workshop was the joint eff ort of the Uni-
versity of New Hampshire Cooperative 
Extension Service, the New Hamp-
shire Timberland Owners Association 
(NHTOA), New Hampshire Division of 
Forests and Lands, and Proctor.

The workshops explored contem-
porary techniques for propagating red 
oak on appropriate forest sites, and to 
allow a wide range of folks with vary-

ing backgrounds to share information. 
In addition, there was a session in grad-
ing and scaling oak logs to determine 
quality and volume.

The day’s key presenters included 
Ken Desmaris from the Division of For-
ests and Lands and Sarah Smith from 
UNH Cooperative Extension. Proc-
tor Academy Woodland Manager and 
teacher David Pilla shared what Proc-
tor does to manage red oak on the 2,500 
acres of Proctor Woodlands as well. 

Tim Fleury, Merrimack County Ex-
tension Forester, and Steve Patten, Pro-
gram Director for NHTOA, were criti-
cal to making this workshop happen. It 
was fun and informative for all the 70+ 
attendees. 

year on Memorial Day weekend and 
ending on Labor Day weekend. The 
regulations herein defi ned shall apply 
24 hours a day during this period.

There is no lifeguard on duty. Swim-
ming is strictly at the risk of the individual.

The following are strictly prohibited 
and punishable by a fi ne of up to $100 
for each off ense:

• Littering or breaking of bottles
• Animals at any time
• Boat launching

• Alcoholic beverages in any area
• Motor boats in the beach area
• Food or beverages on the sandy beach
Destruction of property or vandal-

ism of any kind is punishable by a fi ne 
of up to $100 and court prosecution.

Off ensive behavior, rowdyism, or fail-
ure to respond to Andover authorities shall 
result in expulsion from the area and loss 
of swimming privileges for the season.

All of these regulations apply to all 
Town property associated with the Town 
Beach, including the beach area, picnic 
area, bathhouse, and parking lot. 
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GRANITE GARAGE DOORS
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I’m Back . . .      JIM BUCHAN  is back atI’m Back . . .      JIM BUCHAN  is back at
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