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Planning Board Considering 
Changes to Zoning Ordinance

Would be recommended 
at Town Meeting 2017
Art Urie, Planning Board

The Andover Planning Board has 
been considering some possible revi-
sions to the Andover Zoning Ordinance 
to recommend to the next Town Meet-
ing in March of 2017.

The moment we say that, the fi rst 
response is to wonder why there is any 
need for change. Our current zoning 
was adopted in 1974 and has served the 
town well without major change. In the 
meantime, the world and the town have 
changed, and some things were not pro-
vided for in the original ordinance.

The purpose of zoning is to promote 
the health, safety, and general welfare 
of the area. Zoning is accomplished 
by having the legislative body divide 
the political subdivision into zones and 
regulating what buildings and uses are 
to occur in what zones. In Andover, of 
course, the legislative body is Town 
Meeting.

As you would expect in a New 
Hampshire town which values indepen-
dence, the uses permitted in Andover’s 
Zoning Ordinance are quite permissive. 
For example, you (or your neighbor) can 
build a hog farm in any zone in town, or 
you can establish a woodlot or tree farm 
in any zone in town.

In addition, if your neighbor wants 
to use his land in a way that is not listed 
as a permitted use in your zone, he can 
ask the Zoning Board of Adjustment for 
an additional special exception (Section 
D-1), and the Zoning Board of Adjust-

ment can approve it.
The practical eff ect of this is to make 

the Zoning Board of Adjustment (con-
sisting of four or fi ve people) the legis-
lative body for the town, deciding what 
buildings and activities are to occur in 
what districts. We think it would be 
helpful for the town as a whole to iden-
tify what uses could best occur where, 
so that individuals know what their 
neighbor might be able to do on his 
property next year.

Some of that work is very simple; 
it just means spelling out in more de-
tail the uses permitted in each district. 
Other changes that might be helpful are 
easy to agree on: for example, probably 
commercial hog farms and sawmills 
are not compatible with other uses in 
the Village District. Probably multi-
family housing or retail stores are not 
compatible with other uses in the Forest 
and Agriculture District.

For other uses in other districts, we 
might say, “It depends.” In those places, 
a use could be permitted by special ex-
ception, with the town authorizing the 
Zoning Board of Adjustment to con-
sider any specifi c proposal.

Our Master Plan says that we want 
to preserve the rural nature of our town, 
and we also want to provide opportu-
nity for commercial development and 
employment. The Planning Board will 
be continuing to work on suggested 
amendments to the Zoning Ordinance 
that implement the goals identifi ed in 
the Master Plan. We will be sharing our 
work as we proceed, and we will invite 
your thoughtful response. 

Andover Police Department,
May 2016

362 calls for 
service in May
Press release

The Andover Police Department 
handled 362 calls for service during 
May, including:

• Assist Ambulance/Rescue: 4
• Assist Citizen: 9
• Assist Motorist: 3
• Assist Police: 17
• Business Check: 9
• Dog Loose: 4

• House Check: 69
• Suspicious Situation: 4
• Theft: 2
• Traffi  c Arrest: 2
• Traffi  c Citation: 11
• Traffi  c Warning: 160

Arrests
• Cassie Medynski, 27, Canterbury, 

Operating after Suspension
• Mark Camire, 36, Danbury, Reck-

less Operation
• Ashley Smith, 23, Andover, Crimi-

nal Mischief 

The Swap Shop will be 
open on Saturday, 
July 9, from 8 AM to 
noon and welcomes 
(before noon) 
reusable items in 
working condition like 
toys, clothing, books, 
bicycles, and kitchen-
ware. Please, nono 
upholstered furniture, 
tires, windows, doors, 
electronics, or 
porcelain fi xtures. 

Honoring Our Veterans and 
Everything Th ey Serve and Sacrifi ce to 

Protect
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We have changed our name to 
KOR Motorsports,but Ken's still here!

Call: Ken Poulin Facebook: KOR Motorsports
(603) 977-0111 156 Main St. · Andover, NH


