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Clothesline Blitz  Launches
at Swap Day on July 9

An informal group of local residents 
interested in sustainability, cost sav-
ings, and energy effi  ciency will host a 
“clothesline demonstration” in conjunc-
tion with Swap Day at the Andover 
Transfer Station on Saturday, July 9 
from 8 AM to noon. The display will 
include a variety of designs available 
for passively drying clothes indoors or 
outdoors, as well as information about 
the energy and cost savings associated 
with using a rack or line instead of an 
electric or gas dryer.

Clotheslines may seem rather old-
fashioned, but “solar clothes dryers” are 
one of the easiest ways to reduce your 
carbon footprint and give your clothes 
and bedsheets that nice fresh, sun-dried 
scent as an added bonus. It turns out 
that clothes dryers account for 6% of the 
country’s residential electricity, and it 
has been estimated that a household can 
save upwards of $100 a year (and extend 
the lifetime of their clothes in the pro-
cess) by using low-tech solutions such 
as clothespins, a string, and some extra 
time. A switch from hot to cold water of-
fers additional money savings, and many 
detergents are now specifi cally formulat-
ed to be eff ective in cooler temperatures.

Future plans for this group include 
sponsoring a clothesline photo contest 
and an installation “blitz.” More infor-
mation on these will be available at the 

July 9 event. Residents will be invited 
to share photos of their own clothes-
lines, whether indoors or out, collaps-
ible or permanent, artistically crafted 
or just Plain Jane. Funny and creative 
photos are welcome, as are straightfor-
ward ones. All are intended to encour-
age other residents to take this simple 
step toward lowering their energy usage 
and utility bills. Winners will be chosen 
in various categories and published in 
a future Beacon. Have a photo of your 
clothesline to share? Send it to Susan 
Chase at srfchase@gmail.com or PO Box 
311, Andover NH 03216.

Later in the summer, the group 
is planning a clothesline installa-
tion “blitz,” working in conjunction 
with Global Awareness Local Action 
(GALA), a non-profi t based in Ossipee. 
Their “Sustain-A-Raiser” program bor-
rows from the concept of barn raising – 
the original neighbor-helping-neighbor 
work party. A team of local volunteers 
will help residents make their homes and 
yards more energy-effi  cient by install-
ing clotheslines where requested. Let us 
know if you’d like more information.

This project is associated with the 
Kearsarge Valley Transition Initiative 
and the Andover Community Associa-
tion, the same groups that coordinated 
the recent Bike Tune-up and Swap 
event on the Village Green. 

Plans Afoot for a
“Welcome to Andover” Eff ort

Community group seeks 
the public’s input
Press release

The Andover Community Associa-
tion (ACA) is planning to launch an ef-
fort to reach out to new residents and 
introduce them to the Andover commu-
nity. The “Welcome to Andover Gift 
Bag” will include, for starters, a copy 
of the recently published Andover Busi-
ness and Resource Directory, a copy 
of The Andover Beacon, and the latest 
Andover Town Report.

The committee is looking for the 
input of town residents and businesses 

as to what else might help newcomers 
learn about living in Andover as well as 
opportunities for getting involved in the 
community. We welcome printed infor-
mation from Andover businesses and 
community organizations and would 
especially appreciate any coupons, gift 
certifi cates, or product samples that lo-
cal businesses might like to donate.

Businesses, organizations, and indi-
viduals who would like to be involved 
in this volunteer eff ort or who have sug-
gestions are asked to contact the ACA’s 
Communications Committee at Andover-
Community03216@gmail.com. 

The Kearsarge Unitarian Universalist Fellowship (KUUF) welcomed six new 
members to its congregation on Sunday, May 29. Pictured here are Bill 

Hickey, Lou Botta, Jim Vashro, Nancy Stone, Susan Nellen, and Sandy Mer-
ritt. Marion Allen also recommitted herself to KUUF. The Reverend Bill Nel-
son (right) offi ciated.

KUUF meets in Proctor’s Stone Chapel on Sunday mornings at 11 AM 
from September through June. The fi rst Sunday of the new church year will 
be Sunday, September 4.  Caption and photo: Sally Bergquist
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■ ASPHALT PAVING

■ DRIVEWAYS

■ PARKING LOTS

■ ROADS

■ PATCHWORK

■ SIDEWALKS

■ ASPHALT CURBING

■ SAW CUTTING

■ SEAL COATING

■ BLUESTONE

HARDPACK

■ LEDGE PACK

■ RESIDENTIAL

■ COMMERCIAL

■ MUNICIPAL

FULLY INSURED

■ FREE ESTIMATES
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New London  • 526-2800  • Open Daily
ClarkesHardware.com

Are you ready for a YETI?

The rugged, super-insulated cooler
built for fishing, boating, hunting, tailgating, 
sporting events, traveling and the beach! 

Coolers, hats, freeze-packs...

YETI


