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In Appreciation of Those
Who Build Community

Heather Makechnie was 
committed to community
Scott Allenby

As a boarding school in a small, ru-
ral New England village, Proctor Acad-
emy is hard to separate from the town 
of Andover. Its campus lies at the geo-
graphical center of town, spanning both 
sides of Main Street and abutting resi-
dences on North Street, Lawrence Street, 
and Main Street. Buildings, fi elds, and 
the ski area are visible to all passersby. 
Proctor’s faculty and staff  live through-
out Andover, and AE/MS has been fi lled 
with faculty and staff  children for over 
a century. The work of Proctor and the 
work of the town go hand in hand.

This interconnectedness spans the 
entire history of the school, as Proctor 
was fi rst chartered to serve the town’s 
children in 1848. Over the past 168 years, 
Proctor has evolved from a small village 
school to a world leader in experiential 
education and academic support, serving 
families from 25 states and eight coun-
tries, including three dozen Andover 
residents each year. While Proctor has 
certainly changed during its history, our 
engagement with the Andover commu-
nity has remained steadfast.

Each spring, Project Period groups 
intern at the Andover Elementary/
Middle School, and throughout the 
year Proctor’s athletic teams run clinics 
for Andover youth sports teams. Proc-
tor’s facilities are regularly shared with 
the community, especially during this 
month’s Fourth of July Celebration.

Proctor faculty and staff  members 
play critical roles on many town com-
mittees and volunteer groups like 
The Andover Beacon’s Board of Di-
rectors, Andover Historical Society, 
Andover Fire Department, Andover 
EMS, Andover Recreation Commit-
tee, Andover Lions Club, and countless 
other organizations.

Throughout Proctor’s history, mem-
bers of the community have champi-
oned this critical relationship between 
the school and the town. On June 8, the 
town lost one of these champions with 
the sudden passing of Heather Makech-
nie (Proctor parent to fi ve graduates).

Heather fi rst joined the Proctor com-
munity in 1985 when her husband Ar-
thur stepped in to lead Proctor’s Din-
ing Services team. Over the next 31 
years, her commitment to the town of 
Andover, through her service to count-
less organizations in the local commu-
nity, served as an inspiration to those 
who knew her.

It is through examples like Heather 
that we are reminded that community 
doesn’t simply “happen;” not in a neigh-
borhood, not in a school, and certainly 
not in a town. Instead, community is built 
through the hard work, commitment, and 
selfl ess service of its members.

We each have a responsibility to 
steward the communities in which we 
live and work, and as we mourn with 
the Makechnie family, we challenge 
ourselves to follow Heather’s example of 
service and commit to making our com-
munity as strong as it can be. 

cent Hospice Bereavement Department, 
facilitating the Rainbow Seekers Pro-
gram for Grieving Children, the Daugh-
ter’s Grief Support Group for women 
whose mothers had died, and the Road 
to Healing Support Group for adults, as 
well as providing supportive telephone 
calls to grieving family members.

Irene served as president of the Butler 
University Faculty Wives Club, and she 
served in various offi  ces for the League 
of Women Voters of Indianapolis. For 10 
years, she recorded books for the Indiana 
State Library Talking Books Program 
for the blind and physically handicapped. 
She tutored Indianapolis Public Schools 
(IPS) students in reading for many years, 
coordinated the IPS Composition Read-
ers Program, and held various offi  ces in 
the IPS School 70 PTO. Irene developed 
and staff ed the grief library at Brooke’s 
Place for Grieving Children for 15 years, 
and she received their Volunteer of the 
Year award in 2000.

Irene was a longtime member of 
several book groups. She also played 
volleyball and pickleball at the Riviera 
Club for many years. Through her par-
ticipation in these organizations, she 
formed a number of lasting friendships.

Her surviving family members in-
clude her husband of 57 years, George C. 
Hoff mann; her children: Jill Hoff mann 
(Gordon Strain) of Indianapolis; David 
Hoff mann of Lancaster, Ohio; and Karen 
Hoff mann (Jeff rey Schang) of Appleton, 
Wisconsin; her sisters Helen Duchesne 
of Bristol and Rita Norander (Robert) 
of East Andover; and her grandchildren: 
Marie, Alice, and Sharon Broadway; 
Sarah and Jonah Hoff mann-Weitsman; 
and Kayla and Dylan Schang and Cam-
eron Schang Hoff mann.

In addition to her parents, she was 
predeceased by her brother, J. Benjamin 
LaPlante, Jr. of Franklin; her sisters Elea-
nor Kehoe of Norwich, New York, Janet 
Mayo of Cincinnati, Ohio, and Margaret 
Paquette of Laconia; and her daughter-in-
law Patricia Weitsman of Lancaster, Ohio.

Visitation was on June 25, with ser-
vices at Flanner and Buchanan-Broad 
Ripple. In lieu of fl owers, donations may 
be made to: 1) Brooke’s Place for Griev-
ing Children, 50 East 91st Street, Suite 
103, Indianapolis IN 46240 or 2) St. Vin-
cent Hospice, 8450 North Payne Road, 
Suite 100, Indianapolis IN 46268. 

children: William W. Estabrook, III, 
MD and his wife Mariette of Granbury, 
Texas; Suzanne P. Dupuis and her hus-
band Steven of Sterling, Massachusetts; 
Eliot H. Estabrook and his wife Karen 
of Milford, Maine; Leland S. Estabrook 
and his wife Nancy of Wauwatosa, 
Wisconsin; and Sheryl R. Collyer and 
her husband Kevin of Largo, Florida; 
her brother Carroll D. Colby of Lac-
ey, Washington; 15 grandchildren; 19 
great-grandchildren; and two nephews. 
Helen was predeceased by her daugh-
ter, Ellen L. Estabrook, who died in 
1983, and by her sister, Louise Waters, 
and a brother, Henry Colby.

Relatives and friends were invited 
to attend a funeral service honoring 
Helen’s life on June 17 at St. Francis 
Episcopal Church in Holden, Mas-
sachusetts. Burial in Rural Cemetery, 
Rutland, Massachusetts will be private. 
There are no visiting hours.

Memorial donations may be sent 
to St. Francis Episcopal Church, or to 
the Corner Shop, First Congregational 
Church of Holden, 1180 Main Street, 
Holden MA 01520. To share a memory 
or leave an online condolence, please 
visit MilesFuneralHome.com.

I  M  (L P ) 
H , 80, of Indianapolis, 

died on June 11, 2016. She was born 
on March 10, 1936 in East Andover 
and was one of seven children of the 
late J. Benjamin LaPlante and Dorothy 
(Hersey) LaPlante.

Irene was a graduate of Franklin 
High School 
and the Uni-
versity of 
New Hamp-
shire in Dur-
ham. Follow-
ing college, 
she was em-
ployed at the 
Central Intelligence Agency in Wash-
ington DC and later at World Book En-
cyclopedia in Chicago.

As an Indianapolis resident, Irene 
was an active volunteer in the commu-
nity. She received the Mayor’s Volunteer 
Partnership Award in 1993-94. She vol-
unteered for over 25 years in the St. Vin-
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Why Woodcrest... 
...our family taking care of your family.

With over 25 years of providing exceptional assisted  
living services, Woodcrest Village is family-owned 
and operated and continues to honor the original 
principles it was founded upon. We help to foster 
independence, nurture spirit, and encourage family 
and community involvement. 

Woodcrest Village is a great place to live and a better 
place to work. Our sense of family extends from the  
community to our residents and staff.

356 Main Street, New London, NH
(603) 526-2300 www.woodcrestvillage.com

Come see why Woodcrest Village continues 
to the first choice for assisted living in the 
New London area.

Mon. - Sat. 10-5 • Closed Sundays
276 Newport Road • New London, NH • Tel: (603) 463-7845

Visit us online at: FromHouseTooHome.com

From House Too HomeFrom House Too Home
July is Red, White & Blue Month
Celebrate the fourth with all of our Fun 

summer decor, and outdoor items

Re m i n i s c e !
The Beacon wants to publish your memories of Andover in days gone by. Big 

events or everyday moments, our readers would love to share in your memories.


