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All AE/MS second graders focused their inquiring minds on individual 
research projects this year. The topics ranged from exploring a variety 

of animals (caracals, tree kangaroos, komodo dragons, and a new species 
of gecko) to learning about things like the Titanic, the Hope Diamond, and 
microchips. Pictured here are Anna Warzocha, who persevered to under-
stand the very complex topic of microchips, and her friend Ollie Grotnes, 
who learned all he could about the paroedura hordiesi, that new, rare 
gecko. Now we need to tell him that two more very big gecko species were 
just discovered in New Guinea!  Caption and photo: Gretchen Hildebrand

New stops on the AE/MS eighth grade trip to New York City this year in-
cluded a visit to Grant’s Tomb followed by a tour of the Cathedral of St. 

John the Divine and the attached garden. The entire class posed in front of 
Grant’s Tomb. Back: Garrett Munson, Elijah Wakeman, Ryelle Jenifer, Dillan 
Reed, Vienna Marcus, Madalyn Goodwin, Tori Braley, Ethan Davis, Cyrus King, 
Ethan Hughes, Riley Keezer, Ronan Walsh, Hunter Hawks, Caleb Chevarie, Will 
Furtkamp, and Chase Keyser. Front: Desiree Langlois, Kayla Meserve, Alexis 
Geyer, and Robbie Schwendler.  Caption and photo: Jane Slayton

AE/MS Fifth Graders
Complete 10-Week DARE Program
Franklin Police wrap up 
with K9 demonstration
Christine Frost, AE/MS nurse

AE/MS fi fth graders completed the 
10-week DARE program on May 11, 
taught by Offi  cer Joe Guerriero from 
the Franklin Police Department (FPD). 
DARE stands for Drug Abuse Resis-
tance Education. This program promotes 
good decision-making skills to help chil-
dren lead safe and healthy lives.

On the last day of the program, Den-

nis Rector, K9 Offi  cer, and Max ac-
companied Offi  cer Guerriero. Max is 
a four-year-old black German Shepard 
who trained at the Portsmouth K9 
Academy before joining FPD.

Max brings a variety of capabili-
ties to FPD, as K9 teams are trained 
in agility, to search for contraband, 
track suspects, fi nd articles, and assist 
with apprehensions. Offi  cer Rector and 
Max showcased Max’s obedience, agil-
ity, and ability to respond to verbal and 
non-verbal commands. 

Franklin Police Department (FPD) worked with AE/MS fi fth graders over 10 
weeks on the DARE program. On the last day, the students got to meet Max, 
a K9 member of FPD.  Photo: Christine Frost

Students from kindergarten to third grade at AE/MS kicked off their 
summer with a new book and a reading adventure to embark on. 

This year’s challenge is a Summer Reading Scavenger Hunt. As students 
strive to read 20 minutes each day, they are challenged to try a variety 
of fun reading ideas: Read a book with a fl ashlight under the stars. Read 
a book that a friend recommends. Read a book with someone younger 
than you. Pictured here are second graders (soon to be third graders) ready 
for the challenge: Vanessa Guptill, Hannah Churchill, Ryleigh Perry, Indira 
McIntyre, Zach Dudek, Liam Fecteau, Nathan Bain, Kamrin McCord, and 
Daniel Shedd. Caption: Anna Kate Hattan.  Photo: Kristine Lane


