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Two Baby Loons on
Highland Lake This Year

Total of nine chicks
over 16 years
Donna Baker-Hartwell
for the Beacon

We have two baby loons on High-
land Lake! I just looked over what re-
cords I have on chicks born on our lake 
and thought that Beacon readers might 
be interested.

• 2000: two chicks
• 2001: one chick
• 2002: nest failed
• 2003: one chick
• 2004: no chicks
• 2005: no nest
• 2006: no nest
• 2007: no nest
• 2008: nest failed
• 2009: nest failed
• 2010: nest failed
• 2011: two chicks
• 2012: no nest
• 2013: nest failed
• 2014: one chick
• 2015: nest failed
• 2016: two chicks
So, in 16 years, we have produced 

nine chicks on Highland Lake.
Loons usually lay two eggs a year. 

Failed nesting occurred four or fi ve 

times because of waves from speed 
boats, twice due to torrential rains, once 
because of dogs, twice because of a third 
loon present (three is a crowd), once due 
to cold weather and egg exposure, and 
once due to an infertile egg. 

Here are Highland Lake’s 2016 loon chicks; one is 24 hours old, and the 
other just 12 hours old. On July 13 they were eating minnows and dipping 
under the water. They like to ride on their parents’ backs and hide under their 
wings. They stretch and fl ap their own little wings and shake their feet while 
resting in their fl oating nest. They certainly have experienced a lot in one day! 
 Caption and photo: Donna Baker-Hartwell

Update!
On July 20, Donna e-mailed, 

“Chris Hobby called to report that 
she was out on the lake this morn-
ing and saw what appeared to be 
an attack from under the water on 
an adult loon and a baby chick. The 
adult bolted upwards onto its tail 
and dove sideways under the water. 

At the time, a chick was fl oating 
along-side, unresponsive. Chris 
was able to pick up the lifeless 
chick. I can only think that our loon 
family has been attacked by either 
the mink or a snapping turtle.”

At sunset, Barbara Couturier 
reported seeing two loons and a 
chick. Donna surmises that the 
family has taken refuge at the 
north end of the lake, a place 
where they feel protected and 
to which they have taken newly-
hatched chicks in the past.

A “Dough Raiser” for the Northern Rail Trail: You are invited out to Uno’s 
Pizzeria at 15 Fort Eddy Road in Concord on Monday, August 22, for a 

“Dough Raiser” to benefi t the Friends of the Northern Tail Trail in Merrimack 
County (FNRT). All you have to do is bring lots of friends and family to the 
pizzeria to dine anytime of the day on Monday, August 22, and FNRT will 
receive a donation equal to up to 20% of your bill. Simply present this 
ticket or just mention that you’d like to support FNRT. It’s that simple!

Why Woodcrest... 
...our family taking care of your family.

With over 25 years of providing exceptional assisted  
living services, Woodcrest Village is family-owned 
and operated and continues to honor the original 
principles it was founded upon. We help to foster 
independence, nurture spirit, and encourage family 
and community involvement. 

Woodcrest Village is a great place to live and a better 
place to work. Our sense of family extends from the  
community to our residents and staff.

356 Main Street, New London, NH
(603) 526-2300 www.woodcrestvillage.com

Come see why Woodcrest Village continues 
to the first choice for assisted living in the 
New London area.

Call us at 526-6231
Website at marshallsgarage.com

Facility of the Year 
Award Winner

Two Years in a row!

A CUSTOMER SERVICE COMPANY 
THAT HAPPENS TO FIX CARS.


