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mit thrush songs in its ethereal quality.
Of course the red-eyed vireo was 

present and singing much of the time, 
too. This vireo is one of the most com-
mon birds in eastern North America; 
the Audubon Society estimates one pair 
per acre. During their breeding season 
they sing “Here am I. Where are you?” 
all day, dawn to dusk.

The highlight of our birding was a 
black-throated green warbler whose 
“see-see-see-soo-zee” was successfully 
identifi ed by Anne Hewitt.

Near the southeastern edge of the 
pond, a short path leaves the trail and 
brings you to a campsite with a fi ne van-
tage point for looking across the water. 
We could see two loons in the near dis-
tance; those with binoculars confi rmed 
we were seeing one adult and its chick.

As if on cue, the adult loon treated us 
to its beautiful wail, the haunting call that 
loons give back and forth to fi gure out 
each other’s location. Later, we had anoth-
er look and confi rmed that there are two 
adult loons and one chick on the pond.

Along the edge of the path we saw 
several mushrooms, mostly amanitas. 
The only edible fungus was a young 
Chicken of the Woods we found grow-
ing from the surface of a tree. These 
shelf mushrooms are easy to identify, 
with bright orange and yellow surfaces. 
Deb Brower harvested just enough to 
take home for a delectable treat.

It’s important to point out that most 
mushrooms are not edible; some are 
deadly, many will make you sick, and all 
must be cooked before they are eaten.

Along the Middle Hopkins Trail 

we noticed a tall wildfl ower with pur-
plish-pink blooms that resembled tiny 
orchids. Nobody could identify it at 
the time, but Susan Chase was able to 
fi nd it later in her Peterson’s fi eld guide: 
the pointed-leaved Tick Trefoil. As a 
member of the Pea family, the fl owers 
have fi ve parts, a large upper petal, two 
smaller lateral petals, and two petals be-
low. ‘Tick-trefoil’ comes from the three-
parted leaf on a plant that has barbed 
hairs (ticks) on the seed pods.

As we approached the boat launch 
area of the pond we saw evidence of 
fi shing activity, including some line and 
a bobber hanging from the branches of 
a shore-edge tree. The pond is stocked 
annually by New Hampshire Fish & 
Game (NHF&G) and is a popular place 
with local anglers. No motorboats are 
allowed, but rowboats and kayaks are 
welcome. There are several designated 
camp sites near the pond.

For more information about the 
campsites and permission to use one, 
contact Dave Pilla, Woodlands Man-
ager, at Proctor Academy at 735-5255.

Hopkins Pond, also known as Adder 
Pond, is one of Andover’s special plac-
es. Both NHF&G and Proctor invite the 
public to use the pond, its shores, and 
the land surrounding, but they ask that 
trash be carried out, especially from the 
access points and camp and picnic sites.

To visit, look for a small parking lot 
with an information board on Elbow 
Pond Road, just short of a mile beyond 
its intersection with Route 11 on the 
eastern outskirts of Andover Village. 
You are guaranteed to see something 
new on each visit during every season.

All of us on the walk that day are 
grateful to the Andover Institute for of-
fering the outing and to Larry and Susan 
Chase for their organizational prowess.

Please send your photos, questions, 
and observations to AndoverNaturally@
gmail.com. 
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ANDOVER COFFEEHOUSE 
OUTDOOR SUMMER CONCERT

FRIDAY, AUGUST 19, 6:30PM
Featured Performer Fondtones Band

BRING BLANKETS & CHAIRS 
FOOD FOR SALE AT 6:00PM  

FREE ADMISSION

Amphitheater behind Andover Town Hall, 
by skatepark on Routes U.S. 4 & N.H. 11 
RAIN: Andover Elementary/Middle School

Sponsored by 

Pine Hill Yoga & Kayak Country Paddlesports 

FOR MORE INFO CONTACT LARRY CHASE AT 735-5135 OR LBCHASE@AOL.COM 
www.andoverco eehouse.org

BBYYRROONN’’SS Septic Service, LLC 

FFor All Your Septic Needs 
 

Septic Pumping 
Certified Septic System Inspections 
Tank Locating ~ Tank Replacement 
Sewer Pipe Repair ~ Sewer Pumps 
Baffles ~ Filters ~ Risers & Covers 

All Occasion Portable Toilet Rentals 
Complete Drain & Sewer Line Service 

 

 

(603)735-4414 ~ Andover, NH 

CLAYTON A. MILLER 
INC.

Since 1954

PLUMBING 
HEATING

FULLY INSURED

526-4710
Master Plumber License #22C

Main Street, New London
(Across from the Gazebo)

363 Days A Year To Serve You...
Ice Creams • Ice Cream Cakes
Yogurts • Sorbets • Brownies &

Cookies • Gourmet Coffees & Hot
Chocolates • Cafe au Lait • Latte
Flavored & Regular Caf & Decaf

Herb & Regular Bigelow Teas
Espressos & Cappuccinos

526-9477
WINTER HOURS

Sun-Thur 11:30 to at least 8
Fri & Sat 11:30 to at least 9

Thank You, 
Volunteers!


