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Fall Sign Ups for
Youth Soccer Have Begun

Games slated to start on 
Tuesday, September 6
Heidi Murphy, soccer director

Andover youths are gearing up for a 
fun fall soccer season. Starting in July, 
players took to the fi eld at Blackwater 
Park for an informal game of pick-up 
soccer. This is open for any ages and 
starts at 6 PM at the fi eld.

We will continue to run pick-up games 
until late August. Kids are encouraged to 
wear cleats and shin guards and bring lots 
of water. We have had a great turn-out 
with small sided games and lots of fun.

If you haven’t signed up your child 
for the fall program but would like to, 
please contact me at AndoverRecSoc-
cer@gmail.com or 735-4494. Though we 
have enough to roster four teams, we 
are still looking for players in the fi fth 
or sixth grade for both the girls and 
boys teams. There is a possibility that 
our fi fth/sixth grade boys team mem-
bers will pair up with the New London 
Outing Club to form one team.

The Merrimack Valley Soccer 
League consists of 19 towns from 
around the central New Hampshire 
area. The goal of the league is to have 
every team member play and have fun.

This year, the league has decided to 
remain consistent with US Youth Soc-
cer and change a rule regarding the act 
of heading a soccer ball. Starting this 
year, there is no heading allowed for the 

fourth grade players and under. For the 
fi fth and sixth grade teams, there is lim-
ited heading. This is due to the concern 
regarding concussions among youth in 
various contact sports.

Feel free to come watch the young 
Andover players at Blackwater Field. The 
games will begin on Tuesday, September 
6, with the fi fth and sixth grade boys. The 
fi fth and sixth grade girls will play on 
Thursday, September 8, while either the 
third and fourth grade girls or boys will 
play on Friday, September 9. Every team 
will play on Saturday starting, with the 
fi rst and second graders in the morning.

We also have opportunities for any-
one (seventh and eighth graders in-
cluded) who would be willing to ref-
eree the games. The games are held 
on Tuesdays, Thursdays, Fridays, and 
Saturdays starting on September 5 and 
running through October 15. Anyone 
interested in helping to volunteer with 
assistant coaching or fi eld maintenance 
are also encouraged to contact me ei-
ther by e-mail or telephone at 735-4494.

Keep calm and dribble on!
Did you know? The average World 

Cup soccer player ran approximately 
seven miles per game (according to US-
News.com). That is a lot of running!

Quote for August: The phenomenal 
player Pele says, “Success is no accident. It 
is hard work, perseverance, learning, study-
ing, sacrifi ce, and most of all, love of what 
you are doing or learning to do.” 

Mr. John Bentley visits all the fourth grade classrooms in SAU #46 
every spring and provides all fourth grade students with a lilac to 

bring home and plant. Students and staff members look forward to his 
visit. Mr. Bentley teaches the students about the history of the lilac and 
the important role it has in New Hampshire. Visit www.KatieBentleyLilacPro-
ject.com to learn more. In this photo, Grace Plante, Jeremiah Mock, Trinity 
Delaney, and Jeremiah Dashnaw listen intently to Mr. John Bentley’s lilac 
presentation. 

Franklin Savings Bank Hosts
Charity Softball Tournament

Proceeds will benefi t
local charities
Press release

Franklin Savings Bank (FSB) will 
host its 23rd Annual Charity Softball 
Tournament on September 14 through 
24 at Odell Park in Franklin. All pro-
ceeds raised from the event will benefi t 
local charities voted upon by fans of the 
bank’s Facebook page.

The FSB Annual Charity Softball 
Tournament fi elds co-ed teams ages 13 
and older to swing their bats for char-
ity. The deadline to register a team is 
Wednesday, August 17.

Since 1994, the FSB Annual Char-
ity Softball Tournament has raised over 
$67,000 for countless local charities, in-
cluding Every Child is Ours, playground 

funds, local community centers, North-
ern Rail Trail, Winnisquam, Opechee, 
and Winnipesaukee (WOW) Trail, local 
homeless shelters, community food pan-
tries, American Cancer Society, Ameri-
can Red Cross, Lakes Region Habitat for 
Humanity, Make-A-Wish NH, Relay for 
Life, American Diabetes Association, 
Mix 94.1 FM Cash and Cans, as well as 
local animal shelters.

Donations are welcomed and appre-
ciated and will receive acknowledge-
ment throughout the week-long event. 
To make a donation, please contact 
Erin Mercier or JJ Winters, FSB Char-
ity Softball Tournament Co-chairs, at 
934-4445 or MyBanker@FSBnh.com. For 
further information, visit FSBnh.com or 
follow us at Facebook.com/FranklinSav-
ingsBank or Twitter.com/FSBsoftball. 

The New London Rotary Club’s Tina Helm, a retired teacher, visited AE/MS 
recently to read to kindergartners and fi rst graders. She read stories to the 

children and gave each of them a book. The fi rst graders each got a copy of The 
Emperor’s New Clothes; the kindergartners each got a copy of Riddle Rhymes.
She also donated a book of nature poetry to each classroom. 
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We need your donations of non-perishable, staple foods 
and other necessities. (Please check those expiration dates!)

The food pantry is located downstairs  at the Andover Town 
Hall and is open whenever the Town Hall is open. 

It’s self-service, no questions asked. Take what you need 
or drop off  what you can.

If you know someone in need, tell them about the pantry. 
If they are not comfortable going to the pantry themselves, 
for whatever reason, let a Lion or Beacon volunteer know – 

W E DELIV ER!

Too Good To Throw Away? ANDOVER YANKEE TRADER!


