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Tidings from Your Town
Administrator, September 2016

Lawrence Street bridge gets 
three-month check-ups
Marj Roy, Town Administrator

Summer is already winding down; 
how quickly it fl ies by!

I received a memo from the Andover 
Village Water District saying that con-
sidering how dry it has been all sum-
mer, conservation on the part of the 
District’s water users has left the sys-
tem in good shape.

Engineers from Hoyle, Tanner, and 
Associates recently met with the Select 
Board, the Road Agent, and me to dis-
cuss their fi ndings when they made a 
site visit to the Lawrence Street Bridge. 
To extend the life of the bridge, it was 
decided that it is necessary to regularly 
monitor conditions, identify defi cien-
cies, determine the overall condition 
of the bridge, and make further recom-
mendations regarding repairs and/or 
weight limit posting.

The monitoring frequency will ini-
tially be set at three-month intervals. 
These intervals may be increased to six 

or 12 months if defi cient conditions are 
maintained or are only advancing at tol-
erable rates.

Only legal loads, in accordance with 
RSA 266:18-a, shall cross the bridge. 
Repairs will be designed and imple-
mented as required.

On August 16, it became necessary 
to close the Maple Street bridge over the 
Northern Rail Trail, because the deck-
ing has deteriorated and the bridge is no 
longer safe for travel. The bridge will 
remain closed until Town Meeting, at 
which time the townspeople will vote 
on the long-term use of the bridge.

Monticello Drive is newly paved 
with new recharge basins. Plains Road 
has been ditched and shimmed and is 
ready for chip sealing which, depend-
ing upon the contractor’s schedule, 
will happen in the fall or early spring. 
The Sam Hill Road bridge has been re-
decked and is now in good condition.

Enjoy the rest of summer and, as 
always, call me at 735-5332 or e-mail 
TAdmin@Andover-NH.gov with any con-
cerns. 

State and County
Primary Election on September 13

Voting at AE/MS;
bring a photo ID
Joanna Sumner, Town Clerk

The state primary election will be 
held, as usual, at the Andover Elemen-
tary/Middle School. The polls will be 
open between 8 AM and 7 PM on Tues-
day, September 13. If you would like to 
be involved in the election process as a 
ballot clerk or a ballot counter, please 
call the Town Clerk’s offi  ce at 735-5018.

There are some new changes this 
year in the election laws. One of the 
changes aff ects the absentee ballot. 
If you take an absentee ballot or are 
mailed an absentee ballot, you can re-
turn the ballot by mail or bring it back 
to the offi  ce. You can also have your 
spouse, sibling, parent, or child return 
the ballot, and they will be asked to sign 
the “Absentee Ballot Return Form.”

However, you cannot put the ballot 
through our window slot, slip it under 
the door, or hand it to an unauthorized 
person. Your vote will not be counted. 
The ballot must be handed to the Town 
Clerk or the Deputy Town Clerk.

We will be open the day before 
the election until 5 PM for the conve-
nience of absentee voters. In order to 
track your absentee ballot, go to app.
sos.nh.gov and click on the Absentee 
Ballot Search tab.

You will need to bring a photo ID 
when you come to vote in person on 
Election Day. You must state your name 
clearly to the ballot clerk, verify your 
address, and present your photo ID.

If you do not have a photo ID, you 
will need to have an election offi  cial 
– the Moderator, a Supervisor, or the 
Town Clerk – verify that you are known 
to them or sign a “Challenged Voter Af-
fi davit” form with a photo attached. 
The photo will be taken by an election 
offi  cial.

Tuesday, September 6, is the last day 
that you can register to vote at the Town 
Clerk’s offi  ce. The Supervisors of the 
Check List are meeting that evening be-
tween 7 and 7:30 PM. After that date, 
you can register to vote on Election 
Day. See you at the polls. 

School Board Reviewing Facilities 
Task Force Recommendations

Must vote on whether 
to move forward
Dean Barker, Andover School Board

As Andover Elementary/Middle 
School embarks on a new year of learn-
ing, allow me to off er, on behalf of the 
Andover School Board, a quick update 
on some of what’s been going on.

The Facilities Task Force has been 
hard at work all year examining what 
repairs or improvements may be need-
ed to AE/MS’ physical infrastructure.
In June, Brian Gilman presented the 
Board with the Task Force’s recommen-
dations. Major areas addressed includ-
ed accessibility, security, space needs, 
code compliance, and energy effi  ciency.

The Board now must review the data, 
reports, and recommendations gathered 
by the Task Force to determine at an up-
coming meeting whether we will vote 
to recommend moving forward with a 
proposal to present to the community.

Various other matters occupied the 
Board agenda during the June and Au-
gust meetings. We reviewed and ap-
proved the rates and contract of our 
school insurer, Primex. Additionally, 
we voted to replace, using the current 
2015-2016 budget, badly aged carpet in 
the computer lab with fl oor tiling.

The annual heating oil bids were re-
viewed and ultimately awarded to AD&G 

Fuel Company at $1.80 per gallon.
Following a vote last spring by our 

support staff  to form a union, we must 
now begin the process of negotiating a 
contract with this newly-formed entity, 
the Andover Education Support Staff . 
(A new two-year contract was success-
fully negotiated for the teaching staff  
last spring.)

Finally, we approved the hiring of 
our new Technology Integrator. Wel-
come to AE/MS, Andrew Tyler!

AE/MS Principal Jane Slayton has 
been keeping us up-to-date on some 
exciting professional development our 
teachers have been engaged in. Nine 
staff  members spent three days with 
school groups from all over the country 
to learn more about competency educa-
tion. The focus on competencies that 
is taking place in New Hampshire and 
other states requires educators to think 
diff erently about assessment and grad-
ing practices, homework guidelines, 
scheduling, and technology use, among 
other areas. Professional development 
in these areas will be important in mov-
ing forward.

It is hard to believe another school 
year is upon us! As always, let me re-
iterate what a privilege it is as a Board 
member to serve all the stakeholders of 
our AE/MS school community, espe-
cially our children. 

Call us at 526-6231
Website at marshallsgarage.com

Facility of the Year 
Award Winner

Two Years in a row!

A CUSTOMER SERVICE COMPANY 
THAT HAPPENS TO FIX CARS.

Life • Auto 

Business • Home

Since 1954

25 Dolly Road
Contoocook, NH
603-746-6677

52 Main Street
New London, NH

603-526-6991

BENJAMIN K. BARTON, AAI, CIC
bbarton@nhins.com • www.nhins.com

CHIROPRACTOR
Dan Bezon, D.C. Dan Bezon, D.C.  

9 Johnson Lane
Andover, NH

(603) 735-4488

Hours:
Mon. - Fri. • 6 - 11 A.M.

Mon., Tues. & Thu. 4 - 6:30 P.M. 

TOWN MATTERS!
The Beacon needs volunteers to help with 
reporting about town news and/or taking 

pictures around town. Do as much or as little 
as suits your schedule, but please help! 

The Beacon is not just about
our community – it’s by our community!

Call Charlie at 735-6099


