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Rail Trail Success Continues
with Annual Summer Raffl  e

Three O’Donahoe girls from Andover -- Danica (5), Genevra (8), and Laurana 
(3) -- helped Peter Southworth pick the names of the 2016 winners in the 
Friends of the Northern Rail Trail’s annual raffl e at the Andover Historical 
Society’s Old Time Fair in Potter Place on August 7.

Local businesses support 
FNRT with donated prizes
Peter Southworth, FNRT

This year’s raffl  e for the Friends of 
the Northern Rail Trail showed again 
how our local communities love the 
rail trail. The FNRT awarded prizes 
donated by local businesses and raised 
money to support trail work and to keep 
us walking, rolling, and snowmobiling 
on Andover’s 35 miles of trail.

At the drawing during the Old Time 
Fair in Potter Place on August 7, Gerry 
McFarland of Bradley Lake won the bi-

cycle from S&W Sports of Concord, 
Michael Vercellotti of Andover won two 
nights lodging donated by the Highland 
Lake Inn. Winners of gift certifi cates 
were Nancy Billings of Andover (East-
ern Mountain Sports), Linda Shoemaker 
of Bradley Lake (Belletete’s), Kait Arm-
strong of Andover (Goodale’s Bike Shop), 
Dane Loomer of Andover (Jake’s Mar-
ket and Deli), Patty Pond of Salisbury 
(Flying Goose Brew Pub), and Gordon 
Terwilliger of New London (Pizza Chef).

The FNRT thanks our sponsors and our 
neighbors for their support, and we hope to 
see you out enjoying the trail. 

to users of the Trail, and that through 
this, their experience would be greatly 
enhanced. Other trails and localities 
have begun such signage – notably the 
Allegheny Passage, the Franklin Histori-
cal Society, and the Town of Canaan.

The Board agreed that we should 
embark on a consideration of how to 
bring forward the legacy of the Trail, 
and we will continue discussion on this 
matter in the future. The designer re-
tained by Ed Hiller will be apprised of 
this intention and will factor it into his 
proposal. FNRT-MC will also seek co-
operation with the “Friends Group” in 
Grafton County.

Potential Bridge Repair. The condi-
tion of the many bridges on the Trail is of 
special concern to all who use it. Never-
theless, there is currently no systematic 
inventory of the Trail’s bridges and their 
condition. Alex Bernhard and Chris 
Norris will undertake such an inventory 
and assessment in the near future.

With this analysis as a baseline, the 
Board anticipates further discussion of 
bridge maintenance. In embarking on 
any future bridge repair, many factors 
need to be taken into account, includ-
ing snowmobile clubs’ past responsi-
bility for this function, the insurance 

FNRT  from page 26 situation of the Board, and the position 
of the State of New Hampshire as to li-
ability once repairs are undertaken. In-
vestigations to better inform the Board 
on these questions will be undertaken 
by various Board members and will re-
ceive future discussion.

Port-a-Potty in Boscawen. The 
lack of sanitary facilities at the begin-
ning of the Trail in Boscawen can be-
come frustrating and unhealthy. The 
Board happily agreed to Linda Howes’ 
willingness to make a proposal to ad-
dress this lack.
Business Matters

The draft minutes of the June 2016 
meeting were approved. It was further 
agreed that fi nancial information per-
taining to FNRT-MC would be presented 
in a summary, structured form, calculat-
ed to inform the public of the FNRT-MC 
plans, activities, and resources.
Future Dates of Note

August 7, Andover Old Time Fair: 
Fourth of July Bicycle Raffl  e winner 
announced

August 22, “Dough Raiser” at Piz-
zeria Uno in Concord: Mention FNRT-
MC to gain contribution

October 1: Rail Trail Rally of Spe-
cial Olympics

Next Meeting: August 17, Franklin 
Regional Hospital 
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