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FNRT Restores Milepost to
Its Proper Rail Trail Location

Still looking for two
missing mileposts
Ed Hiller, FNRT

As a result of previous publicity about 
missing mileposts on the Northern Rail 
Trail, Cindy Richardson of Boscawen 
recognized that a granite post that had 
been on the ground back in her woods 
for years was one of the missing mile-
posts. It had been there since her father 
previously owned the property, and she 
had no idea how or when he acquired it.

It is milepost B-84 (84 miles from 
Boston). It was found just 800 feet along 
the rail trail from its original location. 
The Friends of the Northern Rail Trail 
(FNRT) are deeply grateful to Ms. 
Richardson for recognizing the signifi -
cance of this historic milepost and of-
fering to return it.

This milepost has now been placed 
at its original location on the trail. This 
was made possible by the generous 
contributions of Mark Thompson, who 
brought equipment and expertise to the 
task, and Ken Newcomb, who did a lot 
of wrestling and shoveling. Maneuver-
ing a 1,400-pound granite post into po-
sition is quite a project!

The history of these granite mileposts 

goes back more than 100 years. The 
Northern Railroad was constructed in 
1847, extending 70 miles from Concord 
to White River Junction, Vermont. The 
Boston and Maine Railroad took it over 
in 1887. Around 1900 to 1905 they in-
stalled mileposts along all of their lines. 
They are massive dressed-granite posts, 
one foot square, standing four to fi ve feet 
above the ground. One side of the post 
shows “B” and the mileage to Boston, 
and the other shows “WRJ” and the 
mileage to White River Junction.

By the time the Northern rail line 
was converted to a recreational trail in 
the late 1990s, many of these historic 
mileposts had disappeared. Grafton 
County had lost all but two. Merrimack 
County had retained most of theirs, al-
though most in Boscawen were gone.

Two of the missing Boscawen mile-
posts have been located in Boscawen 
Center. The landowner is at present un-
willing to return them to the rail trail.

Two others missing in Boscawen 
have been replaced with substitutes 
from a New Hampshire Department of 
Transportation stockpile. If anyone has 
any information about the location of 
the two missing mileposts, please con-
tact FNRT at Info@FNRT.org. 

After being lost for many years, milepost B-84 has now been installed in its 
proper position on the Northern Rail Trail in Boscawen. Mark Thompson is 
operating the excavator, and Ken Newcomb is assisting.  Photo: Ed Hiller
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Food and Necessities for People in Need

sponsored by

The Andover Lions • The Andover Beacon

We need your donations of non-perishable, staple foods 
and other necessities. (Please check those expiration dates!)

The food pantry is located downstairs  at the Andover Town 
Hall and is open whenever the Town Hall is open. 

It’s self-service, no questions asked. Take what you need 
or drop off  what you can.

If you know someone in need, tell them about the pantry. 
If they are not comfortable going to the pantry themselves, 
for whatever reason, let a Lion or Beacon volunteer know – 
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