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Imagine a public fi gure voicing such 
sentiments in Andover today, even as 
we recognize that today Muslims live 
among us, pray, pay taxes, and fi ght, 
and die, as patriots in America’s wars.

While the September 11 attacks on 
the homeland, followed by a war of ne-
cessity in Afghanistan and a catastroph-
ic war of choice in Iraq, were traumatic, 
we should understand that most Ameri-

cans never even thought about Islam 
before September 11, 2001. On that day, 
when Muslims seemed to appear, like 
“Topsy,” to set the world upside-down, 
most Americans woke up realizing they 
knew nothing about Islam.

Today, Americans should under-
stand that the perpetrators of such 
horrors and violence – which we still 
witness – are no more representative 
of Islam that the Ku Klux Klan is rep-
resentative of Christianity. That before 
September 11, American Muslims 
were so well assimilated that they only 
seemed to appear decennially – as part 
of the national census!

After September 11, another wave 
of anti-Muslim sentiment swept across 
America when the candidacy and 
election of the an African-American 
president set loose some of our dark-
est demons: the birthers, truthers, and 
deniers, united by fear and ignorance, 
determined not only to disenfranchise 
President Obama but along with him 
anyone who was remotely related to 
“The Other,” primarily Muslims.

Today, I ask you to understand that 
while it’s true that the Qur’an is the lit-
eral word of God, it’s not meant to be 
read literally. Like other sacred scrip-
ture, it’s rich in metaphor and allegory 
and, like other peoples of faith, Mus-
lims try to understand and live within 
God’s words and challenges, whether in 
Andover or Algiers.

Today, please understand that for 
many Muslims, myself included, hear-

“Ask a Muslim Anything” at 
Andover Town Hall on September 26
Robert Azzi, Muslim, jour-
nalist, to answer questions
Robert Azzi, journalist

Robert Azzi of Exeter is a New 
Hampshire-born Arab-American Mus-
lim, photojournalist, and columnist 
who has spent several decades working 
in and writing about the Middle East. 
His columns are archived at TheOther-
Azzi.wordpress.com. He will be 
in Andover to answer audience 
questions about Islam and the 
Middle East on Monday, Sep-
tember 26, at 6:30 PM in the 
Town Hall meeting room. Spon-
sored by the Andover Library.

“May the children of the 
Stock of Abraham, who dwell 
in this land,” wrote George 
Washington to Rhode Island’s 
Touro Synagogue in 1790, 
“continue to merit and enjoy the 
good will of the other Inhabit-
ants; while every one shall sit in 
safety under his own vine and 
fi g-tree, and there shall be none 
to make him afraid.”

I write as one of the children 
of “the Stock of Abraham,” as 
a Muslim whose faith tradi-
tion traces to Prophet Abraham 
through his son Ishmael, and as 
an American who’s increasingly 
uncomfortable witnessing the rise of anti-
Muslim rhetoric in our Public Square.

I’m here to ask you to recognize that 
Islam has been part of New England’s re-
ligious and political fabric for generations. 
Early traders brought back spices, textiles, 
and Scheherazade’s stories from the Mid-
dle East. Slave traders brought back Mus-
lims from West Africa, some sold into 
slavery by Muslims, most of whom were 
forcibly converted to Christianity, some of 
whom settled in New England.

While certainly Christianity was 
elevated above all other religions in 
America, there was little of the sort of 
anti-Muslim rhetoric in the early days 
of the Republic that we witness today. 
In the 1797 Treaty of Tripoli, the United 
States wrote, “As the Government of 
the United States of America is not, in 
any sense, founded on the Christian re-
ligion — as it has in itself no character 
of enmity against the laws, religion, or 
tranquility, of Mussulmen (sic) – and as 
the said States never entered into any 
war or act of hostility against any Ma-
hometan (sic) nation…”

John Quincy Adams had a copy of 
the fi rst Qur’an printed in America – 
by Isaiah Thomas in 1806 – when he 
defended the Amistad rebellion muti-
neers, many of whom were Muslim. 
And Benjamin Franklin wrote in his 
autobiography that he wanted a meet-
ing hall built in Philadelphia so inclu-
sive “…so that even if the Mufti of Con-
stantinople were to send a missionary 
to preach Mohammedanism to us, he 
would fi nd a pulpit at his service.”

Robert Azzi, a New Hampshire-born Arab-
American Muslim, will answer questions 
about Islam on September 26 at 6:30 PM in 
the Town Hall’s meeting room. 
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See Azzi  on page 35

Excavating and 
Septic Systems

Tim Wunderlich, Manager
Since 1990

Call For:
GravelGravel
SandSand

Screened Screened 
LoamLoam

496-3717  •  WunderXLLC@yahoo.com
Put our experience to work for you!

       75 Chestnut Street  Franklin, NH 03235 

     Phone: (603)934-3454  Fax: (603)934-2222 

STAFF RN 
FT/PT RN ase Manager: The RN functions as a leading member of the 
interdisciplinary team providing high quality, outcome driven, home 
care and hospice services to our clients in their homes. The RN is 
responsible for efficient and effective resource utilization, client & 
family education, development, implementation and modification of 
the plan of care.  Must be a team player, organized, flexible and detail 
oriented.  Competitive wages and benefits. 

   Physical Therapist 
FT/PT Physical Therapist: Join our professional and caring team; 
promote independence and improve outcomes in our patients; NH 
PT license and NH driver’s license required; Home Health experience 
preferred. 

LNA Wanted 
Full or part time position for a licensed nursing assistant to provide 
skilled nursing services to our clients under the direction of a 
Registered Nurse. Reliable transportation, NH driver’s license and 
auto insurance required. 

Send resume to the above address or fill out an application at
Franklin VNA & Hospice, 75 Chestnut St., Franklin, NH.   

Franklin VNA & Hospice is an Equal Opportunity Employer 

Visit us beside the Andover School for our great 
selection of men’s, women's & children's clothing.
Visit s b sid th A d r S h l f r r r t

Andover Service Club Andover Service Club Thrift ShopThrift Shop

Now accepting fall consignments and donations.
Hours: Tues.–Thur. 10 A.M. to 4 P.M. • Sat. 10 A.M. to 2 P.M. • Tel.: 735-5269 

Fill a  paper bag with any clothing for $5.00.
Now through Sept. 10th.   (Current consignments excluded.)

Bag 
Sale!

 WILMOT, N.H.

 Chimney 
 Sweeps & 
 Inspection

 Valle Professional  Home & Chimney,  LLC
 FULL   SERVICE   HOME   NEEDS   &   REPAIRS  

 –  ATTENTION   TO   DETAIL  –
 .Gas, Pellet  &  Wood Stove  .Sales  &  Service  .Pre-fab Chimneys  

 .Fireplaces  .Caps  .Liners  .Masonry  .Water Proofing
  “ PROBLEM   SOLVER ”      INSURED  ~  REFERENCES

 603-526-7233
 Valleconstrux@gmail.com


