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Our 12th Anniversary!Our 12th Anniversary!

Andover Fire Department 
Climbs in Memory of September 11
September 11 Memorial 
Stair Climb
Meghan Barton, for the Beacon

In memory of the lives lost on Sep-
tember 11, 2001, Andover Fire Depart-
ment members Captain Jake Johnson, 
Firefi ghter David Grant, and 
Firefi ghter Andrew Perkins 
joined with the Franklin Fire 
Department to participate in 
the New Hampshire 9/11 Me-
morial Stair Climb at the Brady 
Sullivan Tower in Manchester. 

In memory of the 343 fi re-
fi ghters who lost their lives on 
9/11, they climbed 110 stories. 
Each of the climbers climbed in 
memory of one of the fi remen 
who lost their life. The Sul-
livan Tower is 20 stories tall; 
each group climbed it fi ve and a 
half times to complete the Stair 
Climb. The team completed 
the climb in an hour and a half. 
They attempted 10 fl oors with 
their air packs on. 

All in all, it was a truly mov-
ing and incredible experience, 

and they look forward to starting our 
very own Andover Fire and EMS team 
for next year! We commend you all on 
your mission. What an honor it is to 
share in such an experience. 

Rest in peace to those lost in 9/11.

Pictured here are Andover Firefi ghter David 
Grant, Firefi ghter Andrew Perkins, and Cap-
tain Jacob Johnson after they completed the 
110 story climb.

Rail Trail Rally 
on Saturday, October 1

Celebrate the Athletes party 
on September 30
Press release

If you build it, they will come. But 
who?

Over the 10 years when Friends of 
the Northern Rail Trail were putting 
gravel on the old Northern Rail Line 
between Boscawen and Grafton, they 
had no idea who would come to use it.

It turns out that one of the best users 
is Special Olympics New Hampshire, 
which, along with the Law Enforce-
ment’s Torch Run for Special Olym-
pics, will hold its third Rail Trail Rally 
on Saturday, October 1.

Last year the Rail Trail Rally fea-
tured a variety of opportunities to 
be active, including a 1.5-mile Fam-
ily Walk, 5K and 10K running events, 
and 15-mile and 30-mile cycling races 
along the Northern Rail Trail between 
Boscawen and Andover/Danbury.

This event also featured fun for the 
whole family with a 4.5-mile family 
cycling ride beginning at the Highland 
Lake Inn and ending at Proctor Acad-
emy. Proctor Academy has been very 

involved with facilitating and support-
ing the day’s events and has welcomed 
its operation to Carr Field.

This year the program will be ex-
panded by a party to Celebrate the Ath-
letes on the eve of the Northern Rail 
Trail Rally. The party takes place on 
Friday, September 30, from 4 to 9 PM at 
the Andover Barn at the Highland Lake 
Inn at 32 Maple Street in East Andover.

The festivities to celebrate the ath-
letes will include a cook-out, plus 
games and music by DJ Bobby Cormi-
er (the Tilton Chief of Police), who has 
spearheaded the local development of 
this event, along with his “partner in 
crime,” Pecco Beaufays of Highland 
Lake Inn.

Celebrate the Athletes is multi-spon-
sored by Andover Barn at Highland 
Lake Inn, plus Tilt’n Diner, Onions Pub 
and Restaurant, and BJs, all of Tilton, 
Brothers House of Smoke of Concord, 
and Tarte Cafe and Bakery of Andover.

A donation of $20 for adults and $10 
for kids is suggested. All are welcome.

For further information, contact Pec-
co Beaufays at Innkeeper@HighlandLake-
Inn.com or 735-6426. 

Activities will include a 1.5-mile family walk, 5K and 10K running events, a 
15-mile and a 30-mile cycling race along the Northern Rail Trail, and a 4.5-
mile family cycling ride. New this year is the Celebrate the Athlete’s Party on 
Friday, September 30, from 4 to 9 PM at the Andover Barn in East Andover.

TELL US WHAT YOU LIKE ABOUT 
YOUR CHOSEN CANDIDATE!

When you make up your mind for whom you’re voting in the November 
general election, send a few sentences about what you like most about the can-
didate you’ve picked. We’d like to run those short bits in the Beacon so we can 
all see what’s persuading our friends and neighbors.

Please! Nothing negative about the other candidates, parties, policies, etc! 
(Not even “clever,” subtle, or indirect jabs.) Th ere’s enough of that going around 
already. Let’s hear what’s attracting you to the candidate you’ve picked.

Send a few sentences to Elections@AndoverBeacon.com or to PO Box 149, 
Andover NH 03216. Th ose received by October 15 will be in the November issue.

School Board Moving 
Forward with Facilities Project

Task force study led to 
decrease in original budget
Mark MacLean
Superintendent of Schools

Andover High School was built as 
FDR was bringing his New Deal to 
help pull the United States from the 
Great Depression. The 1940s and 1950s 
saw a few minor additions to Andover 
High School, and 1960 brought the fi rst 
major building expansion. 

In the 1970s, the school was convert-
ed to an elementary school. The “new 

wing” was built in 1992, and with that, 
the Andover Elementary/Middle School 
(AE/MS) facility as we know it sits.

The last 26 years have seen no struc-
tural additions or major renovations at 
AE/MS. In 2007, the Andover School 
Board brought a $4.7 million dollar 
building proposal to the voters, but this 
project was not approved. On the heels 
of that, some code compliance and safe-
ty issues were addressed to ensure AE/
MS would continue to pass inspection. 
Temporary measures were applied to 

See School  on page 2

In memory of the 343 fi refi ghters who lost their lives on September 11, 
2001, Allison Walls, Jake Johnson, Amy Rheaume, Jason Jenkins, Senator 
Kelly Ayotte, Steve Desrochers, and Jason Coulombe climbed 110 stories at 
the Brady Sullivan Tower in Manchester.  Photos: Meghan Barton


