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mitigate ongoing issues.
The Andover School Board is very 

cognizant of the value of AE/MS. AE/
MS is a hub of activity not only for stu-
dents, teachers, and parents, but also for 
the entire Town of Andover. Andover 
residents are rightfully proud of AE/
MS. Each year, the taxpayers invest 
their own money (via property taxes) 
to ensure our students are aff orded a 
great educational experience and that 
students are “soaring to be the best they 
can be!”

In March of 2014, the voters ap-
proved a Facilities Study to gain specif-
ic information on building needs. This 
Facilities Study was completed in De-

School  from page 1 cember of 2014 (access the study at Goo.
gl/uhy5SO). At the March 2015 School 
District Meeting, the Andover School 
Board presented the fi ve design layers 
illustrated in this study. These layers 
encapsulate and identify the current 
needs of AE/MS. They include:

• Access and Security
• Space Needs
• Code Compliance
• Operations and Maintenance
• Building Enclosure and Environ-

mental Systems
During the 2015-2016 school year, 

members from the Andover School 
Board and the SAU met with a com-
munity-based Facilities Task Force to 
review the Facilities Study and to gain 
public input and perspective on pri-

Democratic Primary Election
These are the results, in Andover and statewide, of the elections held on September 13. Overall winners’ numbers are in bold.

Republican Primary Election
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ARE YOU RUNNING A WRITE-IN 
CAMPAIGN IN THE GENERAL ELECTION?

If you need people to write you in on the Andover ballot in the November 
general election, please send your contact information to Elections@Andover-
Beacon.com right away! We’d like to send you information about how to sub-
mit a candidate profi le for our November issue.

orities and needs. This representative 
group met nine times throughout the 
year. Meetings included question and 
answer sessions with administration, re-
view and inquiry opportunities with the 
architect, and time to work and grapple 
with the information. In the end, the 
Task Force made recommendations to 
the Board for their consideration.

Through a lot of collaborative work 
the Task Force recommendations and 
priorities led to a 34% decrease in the 
original budget associated with the 
needs identifi ed through the Facilities 
Study. This interactive discourse and 
deep questioning was extremely ben-
efi cial to the Board and the Task Force. 
We are extraordinarily grateful for the 
time and eff ort that the members of the 
Task Force donated to this cause.

At their September 6 meeting, the 
Andover School Board offi  cially vot-
ed to move forward with an AE/MS 
Facilities Project. This means that at 
Andover’s Public Hearing in January 
2017 and School District Meeting in 
March 2017, a bond issue to support 
this project will be brought to the vot-

ers. Through the Facilities Study and 
the aforementioned work with the Task 
Force, a budget of approximately $3.6 
million has been identifi ed to address 
the current needs at AE/MS. Of this 
budget, roughly 67% of the costs are 
associated with renovations and 33% 
are tied to the addition of new spaces. 
Our goal is to have a safe and secure 
building that will allow for continued 
excellent educational experiences and 
opportunities for our students.

In preparation for January and 
March, the Andover Board will be or-
ganizing various venues for the public 
to learn more about this proposal. Our 
goal is that voters will attend the Janu-
ary Public Hearing and March School 
District Meeting feeling fully informed 
and prepared to cast their vote on this 
important issue. Please continue to 
monitor the AE/MS Web site (AEMSea-
gles.org) and the Beacon (AndoverBea-
con.com) for notifi cation of upcoming 
meetings. We look forward to positively 
engaging with the community and lis-
tening to your input. We truly value our 
partnership with the Town of Andover.
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