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Historical Society Receives
Three Signifi cant Donations

Arch McDonnell painting 
of the Potter Place railroad
Press release

The Andover Historical Society 
(AHS) has received two historically 
signifi cant gifts, and the promise of a 
third, within the past three months, ac-
cording to AHS president Pat Cutter.

From the Woburn, Massachusetts 
Public Library came two objects – a 
one-quart pewter bowl and a small 
wooden tobacco box (measuring about 
10 inches by 4.5 inches), both said to 
have been owned by Nathan Rowe, 
one of the fi rst settlers in Andover. Re-
search conducted by the library identi-
fi ed Rowe as the likely owner.

Born in Hampton Falls in 1725, 
Rowe was a pre-Revolutionary War 
soldier in Captain Simon’s Company, 
served in the 1745 Louisbourg Cam-
paign in Nova Scotia, was one of the 
original grantees of land in Andover 
in 1751, and settled on Lot 27 in the 
Flaghole district. He died in Andover 
in 1809 at the age of 84.

The objects came to the AHS as a 

result of the Woburn library’s work to 
identify certain items in its collection 
that would have more historical interest 
to other organizations and locations.
A McDonnell Original

Scheduled for delivery to the 
Andover Historical Society this fall is 
a watercolor painting of the Potter Place 
railroad station which is now owned by 
the AHS and operated as a museum.

The gift of Robert N. Roach, Jr., 
chief executive offi  cer of The Chemical 
Company in Rhode Island, the painting 
is the work of Arch McDonnell (1909-
1978), who created many detailed wa-
tercolor railscapes, including a series 
that appeared regularly in the centerfold 
of Yankee Magazine. McDonnell was 
the son of a Boston & Maine Railroad 
brakeman, a resident of Concord, and, 
during the 1930s and 1940s, a cartoon-
ist for the Manchester Union Leader 
– all while serving as a construction 
supervisor for the University of New 
Hampshire.

Although the Potter Place painting 
is the fi rst McDonnell original to be 
acquired by the AHS, over two doz-
en railroad-related McDonnell prints 
have been in its collection for years, 
and 10 are currently on display in the 
AHS-owned red caboose next to the 
Potter Place railroad station. In 2017, 
the AHS special annual exhibit in the 
station will feature both the new origi-
nal and many other McDonnell prints 
in its collection.

In addition to the Potter Place rail-
road station and the caboose, the AHS 
also owns the Emons General Store and 
the Boston & Maine freight shed, both 
in Potter Place. The AHS-owned one-
room schoolhouse is located on Tucker 
Mountain Road in East Andover. Visit-
ing hours to all, except the freight shed, 
may be found on the AHS Web site at 
AndoverHistory.org.

The Andover Historical Society wel-
comes donations of artifacts that might 
enhance or extend its collection. Con-
tact Cutter at Pres@AndoverHistory.org to 
learn more. 

This tobacco box and pewter bowl, both said to be owned by one of Andover’s 
fi rst settlers, are among recent gifts to the Andover Historical Society. 
 Photo: Larry Chase

Town Hall Basement
Gets Overdue Clean Out

Thanks to the many
volunteers
Vicky Mishcon, Andover Energy Group

For those of you who have had to nav-
igate your way through the Town Hall 
basement to fi nd equipment, books, or 
a stored fi le, you no longer have to duck 
and weave your way through.

A need for more storage for the 
Andover Police Department and for the 
Town Offi  ce, as well as preparation for 
some insulation work, prompted a ma-
jor clean out. In a two-day sweep, the 
basement has been cleared of outdated 
and unused items, thanks to help from 
members of the Andover Energy Group 
(AEG), Town employees Keith Blinn 
and Jim Reed with the Town truck, and 

many members of Town departments. 
Randall Costa of the AEG vacuumed 
the entire basement, and tables and 
empty boxes were set up for the next job 
of sorting through the historical docu-
ments from the vault.

We were also able to remove the 
50-gallon hot water heater, which is no 
longer in use thanks to the AEG’s Jeff  
Dickinson, who donated and installed 
an on-demand hot water heater for the 
bathroom sink.

In October, Steve and Gisela Darling 
of the AEG will volunteer their time 
and materials to insulate the hot water 
pipes in the basement that feed the heat 
registers throughout the building.

We are fortunate to have so many 
dedicated volunteers! 

Historical Society Hosts Marcia 
Schmidt Blaine of Plymouth University
New Hampshire and 
creating the national parks
Press release

The Andover Historical Society will 
welcome Marcia Schmidt Blaine to the 
Highland Lake Grange Hall in East 
Andover where she will present “Sav-
ing the Mountains: New Hampshire 
and the Creation of the National Parks.” 
The presentation will take place on 
Wednesday, October 19, at 7 PM.

New Hampshire’s White Mountains 
played a leading role in events leading 
to the Weeks Act, the law which cre-
ated the eastern national forests. Marcia 

explores the relationship between our 
mountains and the economic, environ-
mental, and aesthetic questions posed 
by the individuals involved in the cre-
ation of the National Forest.

Marcia Schmidt Blaine is a Profes-
sor of History at Plymouth State Uni-
versity and Executive Director (interim) 
at the Museum of the White Mountains 
at Plymouth State University.

The evening will end with light re-
freshments. For more information, con-
tact Rita Norander at 934-5397. The event 
is sponsored by the Andover Historical 
Society with a grant from the New Hamp-
shire Humanities Council. 

Providing Cardiology 
Services Close to Home

To learn more about cardiology services at New London Hospital, 
call 603-526-2911 or visit www.newlondonhospital.org.

New London Hospital is pleased to welcome 
cardiologist John Robb, MD to our team of healthcare 

providers. Dr. Robb joins Andrew Torkelson, MD in 
offering local cardiology care at New London Hospital. 

Dr. Robb earned his medical degree from Indiana 
University School of Medicine in Indianapolis,  

and completed his Internal Medicine Residency and 
Cardiology Fellowship from the University of Minnesota 

Hospital and Clinics in Minneapolis. He comes to us 
with over 30 years of experience providing  

heart and vascular care for patients.

John Robb, MD Andrew Torkelson, MD
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