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$5,009,718 $4,921,453 $5,105,830 $5,200,882 $5,093,965 $5,475,266

To Be Raised by Taxes - Past Six Years
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The amounts to be raised by taxes for 
Andover for 2016 add up to $5,475,266. 
This is an increase over last year of 
$381,301 (7.5%). A small increase in 
the total town valuation for 2016 helped 
hold the increase in the tax rate to just 
under 7%. The 2016 tax bill for a prop-
erty valued at $200,000 increased by 
about $275.

The total Andover tax burden over 

Amount to be Raised 
by Taxes Up 7.5% for 2016

The scale on this graph is offset (doesn’t begin at $0) in order to highlight the 
small year-to-year differences. Statistically, the trend for the fi ve years prior 
to this year was close to fl at.

the fi ve years prior to 2016 had re-
mained almost fl at, fl uctuating up and 
down around the $5,000,000 mark. The 
sudden rise this year is the fi rst big in-
crease since 2011, when the total tax 
burden jumped from about $4,400,000 
to almost $5,000,000. The reasons for 
this year’s big increase are cited below.
Andover School Taxes

How Can the Old Town Hall 
Be a Community Resource?

New owners
need ideas, help
Special to the Beacon

At 3:53 PM on November 17, in a 
tiny conference room in Concord, the 
deal was closed. After handing over 
their certifi ed check for $141,000 plus 
taxes, seven Andover residents, guided 
by two lawyers, signed papers that gave 
them ownership of Andover’s former 
town hall, located at 157 Main Street 
and once the town’s central gathering 
space.

Their goal: return the historic 
4,000-square-foot structure, built in 
1879, to its original role as a commu-
nity resource – hopefully, while raising 
suffi  cient funds to re-purpose the build-
ing and to recoup at least a part of their 
initial outlay.

The question now: how to make it 
happen, in a way that meets the needs 
and wishes of as many community 
members as possible, while retaining 
the historic character – or at least the 
physical appearance – of the landmark 

The former Andover town hall as it appears today. The building was recently 
purchased by Andover Community Space in hopes of making it a valuable 
asset for the community once again. Photo: Larry Chase

Our annual Andover Fire Department Christmas tree sale was once again 
supported by so many wonderful townspeople. We are thankful to each of 
you for your dedication to us each year! By 9:30 in the morning on Satur-
day, December 3, we only had 11 left! Pictured here are from the left, Fred 
Lance, Mark Perry, David Grant, Tim Eltzroth, Scott Kidder and Ravena Kid-
der.  Caption and Photo: Meghan Barton

See Town Hall  on page 5

Full-Time Highway Employees
Unlock a Hidden Bonus for Town

Bridge project at 
very low cost
Charlie Darling, Beacon volunteer

When the 2015 Town Meeting voted 
to hire the Town’s fi rst part-time High-
way Department employees, voters 
were attracted by the promise of getting 
work done around town without having 

to pay contractor’s rates to do it. When 
the voters approved the 2016 budget 
making those employees full-time, they 
didn’t realize they weren’t just voting 
for more of the same savings.

The recent project to rebuild the 
Kearsarge Mountain Road bridge has 
shown that there’s another very sub-

The Andover Highway Department has replaced the Kearsarge Mountain 
Road bridge, which was in critical condition due to severe rusting of the eight 
carrying beams beneath the decking. Because there’s no easy alternative 
route to the two homes (and vast woodlands) beyond the bridge when it’s 
out, the work had to be done in a single day. Demolition started early on No-
vember 17, with Town employees Keith Blinn and Jim Reed doing the hand 
work while Tiggy Thompson of the Road Agent’s crew ran the excavator. 
 Photos: Charlie Darling

See Bridge  on page 3

See Taxes  on page 5


