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Requires signatures of 
25 Andover voters
Charlie Darling, Beacon volunteer

Traditionally, the Select Board 
writes the warrant articles for Town 
Meeting and we, the voters of Andover, 
fl ock to Town Meeting to discuss and 
ultimately vote on each article. The ar-
ticles that we accept, including the total 
budget fi gure, pretty much control how 
the town is run for the coming year.

But it’s not just the Select Board that 
can put an idea (in the form of a war-
rant article) before Town Meeting to be 
voted on. In fact, anyone can do it.

Of course, there are a few rules:
1) The warrant article must be deliv-

ered to the offi  ce of the Select Board by 
the fi fth Tuesday before Town Meeting. 
This year, that will be Tuesday, Febru-
ary 7.

2) The warrant article must be signed 
(legibly!) by at least 25 registered 
Andover voters. Each signature will be 
checked against the Town’s checklist. 
If fewer than 25 of the signatures can 
be matched on the checklist, the article 
won’t be added to the warrant.

3) According to RSA 39:3, the Select 
Board may make “only such minor tex-
tual changes as may be required,” so the 
burden is on the writer of the warrant 
article to be sure it is worded clearly 
and that it calls for an action that Town 
Meeting can legally take.
School District Meeting

The rules for getting a petitioned 
warrant article on the Andover School 
District warrant are pretty much the 
same. The rules are in RSA 197:6, and 
the main diff erence from the rules de-

scribed above is the deadline for peti-
tions. A petition must be presented “to 
the school board or one of them not later 
than 30 days before the date prescribed 
for the school district meeting or the 
second Tuesday in March, whichever is 
earlier.” This year, that deadline would 
fall on Saturday, February 4, which is 
30 days before the Monday, March 6, 
School District meeting.
Any Other Business

If, for whatever reason, you can’t 
meet all those criteria, you may still be 
able to put your issue in front of Town 
Meeting. The last article of the war-
rant is always “To transact any other 
business that may legally come before 
[Town Meeting].” That’s your cue to be 
recognized by the moderator and put 
your issue before the voters.

But there’s a catch: to be legally val-
id, any motion at Town Meeting must 
comply with RSA 39:2, which requires 
that “The subject matter of all business 
to be acted upon at the town meeting 
shall be distinctly stated in the warrant, 
and nothing done at any meeting shall 
be valid unless the subject thereof is so 
stated.”

So if your idea needs to be legally 
valid – if it expends money or changes 
an ordinance or something like that – 
then “any other business” is not the time 
to bring it up. Even if it were passed by 
the meeting, it wouldn’t be legally valid 
because it would not meet the require-
ment of RSA 39:2.

On the other hand, a motion that has 
no legal eff ect, such as honoring some-
one or expressing the meeting’s support 
for an idea or an organization, works 
just fi ne as “any other business.” 

Anyone Can Write a Warrant 
Article for Town or School Meeting

Thank You from
Mary Anne Broshek

Thank you to everyone who turned 
out to vote for me on November 8. 

While I won in Andover, I did not re-
ceive a majority of votes in Danbury 
and Salisbury and lost by about 160 
votes. I met many wonderful people 
during the campaign and will continue 
to be involved in state and local issues 
with an emphasis on making sure vot-
ers have facts on which to base their 
decisions. A very special thank you to 
Mario Ratzki, Caroline Mouton, Susan 
Chase, and my supporters in all three 
towns who planned campaign events, 
made donations, and held signs at the 
polls and transfer stations. I am grateful 
for the time and eff ort you put into the 
campaign and the advice and guidance 
you provided to me.

Sincerely,

Mary Anne Broshe

 Thank You from
Natalie Wells

Thank you Andover and Danbury 
for placing your vote of confi dence 

in me to be your State Representative 
for District 25 (Andover, Danbury, 
Salisbury, Warner, and Webster).

I have enjoyed meeting so many of 
you while door knocking. I thoroughly 
enjoyed being able to participate in An-
dover’s Fourth of July Parade, meeting 
great people, and enjoying the music 
and foods. Another opportunity I had 
was to participate in a delicious meal 
at the Danbury Grange hosted by the 
Danbury fi remen.

January 2017 will begin an excit-
ing new year, and I am proud to be a 
part of this. I look forward to working 

with other legislators to address issues 
that were an important part of my cam-
paign.

If you need or want to reach out to 
me, my e-mail address is nataliewells4n-
hgmail.com or call 456-2873.

Sincerely,

Natalie J. Wells

Thank You from
Harold French

On Tuesday, November 8th, I had 
the honor of being elected to the New 
Hampshire State Senate. It was a very 
close election with the recount provid-
ing a fi nal vote margin of 17 to make 
the victory.

I would like to thank all of you who 
supported me in this eff ort, those who 
worked door-to-door, held signs, talked 
with their neighbors and friends, and 
voted. In an election this close you 
know that everyone had a hand in the 
fi nal results.

Had just one of you not done what 
you had done for me, large or small, 
the results would have been diff erent. I 
will remember this during my next two 
years of service.

I want all the folks of District 7, ev-
eryone, no matter who you voted for, to 
know I will be there to serve you. I’ll 
make every eff ort to keep all the people 
of District 7 informed of the impact of 
impending legislation and state govern-
ment on them.

I will be off ering constituent servic-
es for all people who have diffi  culties 
within the District, my door will always 
be open and my phone is on.

I would like to also take a moment 
to thank my opponent Senator Andrew 
Hosmer for his 4 years of service to the 
District. Although we may diff er great-
ly on many issues, he deserves a hand 
for the countless hours he has devoted 
to the job.

Again, my sincerest Thank You to 
everyone!

Senator Elect,

Harold French

Letters

The mission of The Andover Beacon is to serve and strengthen the Andover community. 
To that end, we welcome civil, reasoned letters addressing specifi cally local issues, events, 
and developments. Submissions must not be critical of another’s religion; blasphemous; 
obscene; hateful; legally objectionable; or commercial in nature. The Beacon reserves the 
right to edit or not publish submissions it deems inappropriate for any reason.

Your opinion matters! Please 
send a letter to the Beacon 

expressing your thoughts on any 
local matters. Our readers want 
and need to hear your voice!

Work hard. Have fun. Explore 
outside the box. Support oth-
ers in your community. Make 
a difference.

 A social, outgoing woman living in Andover, NH is looking for 
the right person to keep up with her in her very active lifestyle. She is 
looking for someone to assist her with accessing her community, be 
an advocate for her at doctor's appointments and assist her in visiting 
friends and family. 

• This position is Monday through Friday 8:30am-5:30pm 
(40 hours/full time).

• $11.40/hour
• All travel reimbursement is at $0.40 per mile. 

Requirements:
• The Individual in this program has respectfully requested that only 

women be considered for this position. 
• Experience working with individuals with brain injuries is preferred.
• Applicants must be at least 18 years old.
• Applicants must have at least 3 years experience as a licensed driver, 

and have an acceptable driving history.
• A clean criminal history and other background checks are required.

To contact RRI about this position please contact us at 1 (844) 281-0421 or
apply on our website at https://theapplicantmanager.com/jobs?pos=rr169Monthly Long TermMonthly - Long Term

On-Site Storage Available

BEACON DEADLINE: THE 15TH!
Please have your ad, article, photo, letter, etc. to the Beacon by the 15th of 

each month! Mail@AndoverBeacon.com  • 735-6099

SEND A LETTER! Your opinion on local issues matters!


