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FNRT Minutes, October 19, 2016
Condensed from draft minutes
Meeting Location: First Congrega-

tional Church, Wilmot
Board Attendees: Alex Bernhard, 

Steve Darling, Heather Deardorff , Tom 
Frantz, George Heaton, Craig Heim, 
Lindy Heim, Charles Martin, Myra 
Mayman

Guests: Ed Hiller, Tom Schamberg
The October meeting, in addition to 

routine business, authorized a number 
of new and continuing expenditures 
for the maintenance of the Trail. It was 
also the occasion of a tribute to Charles 
Martin, who is moving to Colorado.
A Tribute to Charles Martin

For He’s a Jolly Good Fellow! rang 
out to Charles Martin on the occasion 
of his move from New Hampshire to 
Colorado.

Charles has been a stalwart of the 
Friends of the Northern Rail Trail in 
Merrimack County (FNRT-MC) since 
he joined the Board in 2005, serving as 
Treasurer, preparing grant applications, 
representing the organization in many 
public venues, and contributing much 
good counsel and eff ort.

In addition to his work for the 
FNRT-MC, Charles has been a major 
proponent of a statewide rail trail and 
has published the defi nitive work on 
New Hampshire rail trails, just out in 
its second edition.

Though resident in Colorado, 
Charles will return to New Hampshire 
often, and his service to our rail trails 
will remain.

Much appreciation goes to Charles!
Trail Maintenance and Improve-
ment

Milepost Markers: Ed Hiller re-
ported on progress to date in designing 
signs to explain the mileposts along the 
Trail. A possible draft of the signs was 
presented. The Board then authorized 
$2,300 to continue this project – funds 
that will cover design services of the 
graphic artist whom Ed has been work-
ing with, as well as production of six 
signs.

The Signage Committee (Heath-
er Deardorff , Tom Frantz, and Peter 
Southworth) will pursue the issues of 
sign placement and installation. And it 
is expected that a mock-up of the signs 
will be ready for approval at the next 
meeting.

Franklin Culverts: The design and 
construction of culverts by the New 
Hampshire Department of Transporta-
tion (DOT), on and around portions of 
the trail in Franklin, is on-going. Vari-
ous long-term issues, particularly the 
possibility of future fl ooding damaging 
the trail, are raised by this work. Alex 
Bernhardt has been monitoring the 
project and will make contact with the 
DOT to voice FNRT-MC concerns and 
address future scenarios.

Bridge Maintenance and Repair: 
The bridge maintenance and repair 
project is now well underway. In prior 
meetings, the Board had authorized 
$10,000 for repairs to three bridges, and 

contracts have now been let to begin the 
work.

Chris Norris received a bid from 
Rodney Judkins for the Depot Street 
Bridge in Franklin, the highest prior-
ity. This is now in progress. The Board 
agreed to solicit a second bid for an-
other bridge, with hopes of completing 
the work before winter; and then to con-
tinue on other bridges in the spring.

Ditching and Trail Resurfacing: 
The need for ditching and trail resur-
facing in East Andover and at Dyers 
Crossing has been recognized for some 
time. Consistent with this, the Board 
authorized $4,000 (an estimate of cost) 
for this project. The work will immedi-
ately begin.

Lawrence Street Culvert Improve-
ment: The Town of Andover is current-
ly involved in a project, with Thompson 
Excavating, for improvement of recre-
ation facilities near the Lawrence Street 
culvert tunnel on the trail.

The Board agreed that this presents 
an opportunity to pursue improvements 
to the tunnel; $2,000 was thus autho-
rized for improvements to the trail sur-
face and other tunnel work. Tom Frantz 
will take the lead in designing the proj-
ect with Thompson.
Other Reports

Potential Additions to the Trail: 
With the intended “abandonment of 
service” of 6.1 miles of right-of-way 
by PanAm in Concord and Boscawen 
on the west side of the Merrimack, dis-
cussion of future developments has be-
gun. FNRT continues to feel strongly 
that extending the existing trails from 
Boscawen to the center of Concord 
would bring real amenities and eco-
nomic benefi ts to the area.

Heather Deardorff , Jack Shields, 
and George Heaton have been moni-
toring and participating in this process. 
Heather reported on meetings held by 
the Merrimack River Greenway to con-
sider a “boardwalk” project on the east 
bank of the river, as well as ideas for the 
west bank.

Jack Shields had previously reported 
to the Board about the meeting to be held 
at the Hannah Duston Memorial site on 
October 17, and his eff orts in organiz-
ing it. The meeting – to be attended by 
a diverse group of state legislators, state 
offi  cials, town representatives, and the 
public (including Jack and George from 
FNRT-MC) – would address plans to 
upgrade the area into a state park. The 
desirability of rail trail extension through 
this site is well recognized.

Rail Trail Calendar: Steve Rayno’s 
initiative to create a Northern Rail Trail 
calendar is moving forward with excel-
lent support from local merchants and 
the community.

Thursday’s Child Dinner: This an-
nual fundraiser at the New London Inn 
has been scheduled for April 13, 2017.

Next Meeting: November 16 at the 
Merrimack County Nursing Home, 325 
Daniel Webster Highway, in Boscawen.
 

 Yiayia’s Creations
 Greek Meals and Pastries

 Place your orders for 
 Thanksgiving Dinner

 and  Weekend Get Togethers !
 Baklava, Phinikia, Spinach Pie, Stuffed Grape Leaves,

 Greek String Beans, Mousaka, Peanut Brittle and much more!

 Call Gayle at 603-477-3174
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E Place your orders for 
Christmas, New Years Eve &

Super Bowl parties!
Baklava is a great & unique Christmas Gift

FRANKLIN SEPTIC SERVICE

Jerry & Melissa Thompson • East Andover, NH 03231

934-2528

George’s
Ski Shop

1 Bridge Rd. • Andover
735-5590 • 848-5437
GeorgeFamily@tds.net

Mounting • Tune-ups
Skis & Snowboards

X-Country
Overnight service

Call for prices

We're collecting used equipment 
for the Town ski program

Your Neighborhood Experts
Art Urie and Associates

603-735-5444 • urie@tds.net

Village Convenience
New exterior paint, new kitchen, updated septic.  4 
bedrooms, 1.5 baths, second full bath almost complete, 
walkout basement.  Ready for a new family.

Andover - $170,000

Create Your Farm
19 Acres of mostly open land.  Bring the fence posts, 
the animals, and the barn – Big (30’ X 60’) equip-
ment shed ready to use. House is double-wide with 
full basement ready to move in.

Under Contract Andover - $199,900

Support 
Our 

Advertisers!
We couldn’t publish the Beacon 

without them. 
The best way to keep them 

advertising is to 
be sure to thank them for sup-

porting our community and 
The Andover Beacon! And if 

they advertise a coupon 
or special offer, be sure to clip 

it out and use it!


