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TRIFP’s “Warming Tree”
Waiting for Decorations

Cold weather
clothing needed
Press release

Twin Rivers Interfaith Food Pantry 
(TRIFP) soon will begin the Christmas 
holiday with a special invitation just for 
you. Shortly after Thanksgiving, we 
will be setting-up our “Warming Tree” 
located in the Pantry reception room. 
We plan not to place garlands nor lights 
upon the limbs of this tree. For now, just 
a simple plain tree will stand.

Now we ask that you take a moment 
and remember a time during one of our 
past bitterly cold winter months when 
you lost or forgot something to protect, 
let’s say, your hands or ears from the 
elements. Did you say to yourself how 
quickly the cold sunk deep down into 
the marrow of your bones?

So many of your neighbors who visit 

us every month know very well how 
the extreme cold aff ects their bodies. 
Young or older, weak or strong, all have 
no other option but to face winter, going 
without simply because of living with 
poverty.

Here is your invitation from all of 
us here at TRIFP. Help decorate the 
“Warming Tree” with maybe some 
toasty warm mittens or gloves, heavy 
blankets folded neatly under the tree, 
scarfs, hand warmers, lip salves, and 
many, many other ways for all our sis-
ters and brothers in need to keep them-
selves protected.

Drop by anytime we are open -- 
Tuesday and Thursday 9 to 11 AM and 
Wednesday 5 to 7 PM -- or call us at 
934-2662 for additional ways to deco-
rate our tree. Most of all, thank you for 
caring and sharing your decorating tal-
ents with us! 

MACK VALLEY!! They absolutely had 
the loudest scream/cheer of any team an-
nounced, even the winner.

It’s not every year that training works 
out so perfectly, but this year nothing 
could have gone better. Run your best 
at the end, and that’s what the girls did!

At the Meet of Champions the girl’s 
team and David Reynolds represented 
Merrimack Valley. The girls again ran 

MVHS  from page 44
solidly as a team exceeding expecta-
tions to fi nish 12th. They were led by 
Kristie Schoffi  eld who qualifi ed for the 
New England Cross Country Meet in-
dividually fi nishing 13th.

In the boys race David got off  the 
great start and hovered the whole race 
around 30th place. To qualify for the 
New England meet he needed to fi nish 
25th or better. In the end he ran a 20 
second personal best fi nishing 33rd in 
16:39. 

But hope for a better day, a better 
day.”

The three days of arts performances 
at the end of the Fall Term provided a 
much needed opportunity to refl ect on 
the richness the arts bring to the Proctor 
community. We experience this same 
feeling at the end of every term, and un-
derstand the educational value of taking 
arts courses.

We love to see almost every Proctor 
student engaged in the arts each term, 
but this fi nal weekend brought to light 
more than just the educational value of 
the performing and visual arts. It al-
lowed us to see how the arts provide 
our students with a calm in the midst of 
their far-too-often stormy worlds.

Whether it was:
Cope, Carl, Jacqui Morris ’17, Nel-

son Makechnie ’19, or Ryelle Jenifer 
’20 singing in the vocal ensemble;

Tori Braley ’20 taking the Proc-
tor stage alongside Jacqui for the fi rst 

time in a student-directed rendition of 
the Laramie Project and then later as a 
member of the dance team with Ryelle;

Carl on keyboard in the Jazz/Rock 
Ensemble with Keith Barrett running 
the soundboard for the Jazz/Rock con-
cert;

or Finn ’18 and Sofi a Weber’s ’19 
artwork on display at the art show,

the power of Proctor’s arts programs 
are impacting Andover students in 
many ways.

We all needed this weekend in the 
arts before Fall Term exams. Watching 
students step into the spotlight, share 
their talents, take pride in their hard 
work, and risk vulnerability in pursuit 
of art is a centering experience.

Thank you to all of the artists for 
putting your talents on display, and to 
all the faculty in the Art Department for 
committing your lives to helping pull 
out the best in each of your students. We 
hope members of the Andover commu-
nity join us for the end-of-Winter Term 
arts performances in February! 
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There’s Still Time to 
Support the Beacon in 2016!

We’re wrapping up the Beacon’s 
2016 fundraising year, but there’s still 
time to do your part! A donation to the 
Beacon is tax deductible to the extent 
allowed by law, so if you haven’t do-
nated yet this year, please do so by De-
cember 31.

So far in 2016, total donations are 
down 15% com-
pared to last year 
at this time. To 
make up the dif-
ference we have 
to receive $2,202 
in donations by 
December 31.

Join your 
friends and 
neighbors in help-

ing support the Beacon! It will send a 

powerful message about what the Bea-
con means to the community and what 
the community is willing to do to help 

keep it going strong. Please don’t wait!
Use the coupon on page 4 of the cur-

rent issue, or click the Donate button on 
any page of AndoverBeacon.com. If you 
have questions, visit AndoverBeacon.
com/Donor-FAQ or contact me at Donnet-
teAndoverBeacon.com or 735-6099.

HELP KEEP 
THE BEACON 

GOING!

    It’s up to 
ALL OF US 

to

Scan this gizmo 
on your smart-
phone to donate 
now!

Bill Bates of Belletete
Announces Retirement

Charlie Darling, For the Beacon
Saturday, December 17, will be Bill 

Bates’ last day at Belletetes. After 25 
years as Vice President and General 
Manager at R. P. Johnson and Son and 

the past three-plus years as General 
Manager of Belletetes’ Andover and 
Sunapee locations, Bill is retiring.

Steve and Bryan Johnson brought 

Bill on board at the end of 1988 as the 
family-owned business was expand-
ing out of the old mill location into 
today’s retail store on Mill Road and, 
not too long after, across the street into 

the drive-through lumber yard 
and Millwork Showcase. Bill 
shouldered the responsibility 
for human resources, credit, 
training, and operations, free-
ing Steve and Bryan to con-
centrate on growing the busi-
ness.

One of the accomplish-
ments of which Bill is proud-
est is working with Steve to 
bring the We Build It For-
ward program to RPJ (and 
ultimately to Belletetes), em-
powering and motivating em-
ployees and the community as 

a whole to tackle important comfort, 
convenience, and safety projects for 
our neighbors in need. 

Upon retiring, Bill doesn’t plan to be idle. 
He’ll be out in the community as a credit and 
collections consultant, helping small busi-
nesses keep their accounts receivables un-
der control as well as helping throughout the 
community wherever possible. Caption and 
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BEACON DEADLINE: THE 15TH!

We now accept credit cards online at AndoverBeacon.com.
Donate or Subscribe Online!


