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Remembering the
Old Andover Town Hall

Built for under $2,000
in 1879
Press release

The November open houses at the 
old Andover town hall elicited many 
longtime residents’ memories of the 
days in which the 1879 Town Hall was 
a hub of community activity. A Face-
book posting about the recent 
purchase drew more memories, 
including this one from Ellen 
Johnson Pine, who moved from 
Andover to Georgia 18 years 
ago.

“That town hall holds so 
many memories for me. Be-
fore the school gym was built, 
I remember going to basketball 
games there.

And one year I remember 
some sort of Veterans Day cel-
ebration there, where all the 
school kids presented post-
ers and art in commemoration 
of that day. I was perhaps in 
fourth grade and had to recite 
the poem, In Flanders Fields, 
and was petrifi ed.

But my most memorable time was 
taking ballet and tap dance lessons 
from the wife of a gentleman who was 
a New Hampshire state trooper.... I was 
only fi ve or six at that time, and the in-
side of the building looked so big!

So many memories ... and wonder-
ing as a child why the number 7 in the 
date at the top of the building looked 
like a 2 instead of a 7.

I write all this to say “Thank you!” 
to the investors who stepped forward 
to purchase this property. It is one of 
Andover’s wonderful historic buildings 
that is now being given a do-over for 
other uses that will once again help to 
bring community together. “

The next reminiscence is excerpted 
from a memoir by Andover resident 
Helen Phelps (1887-1970), now in the 
possession of the Andover Historical 
Society. The reference in the fi rst sen-
tence indicates it was written in the ear-
ly 1960s. Note the use of “town house,” 

which was commonly used to refer to 
the structure.

“Now that the Andover town house 
has been sold, the older generation as 
well as the younger recall the many 
happy hours spent under its roof.

In its early days, it was painted much 
the color of the old Boston and Maine 
railway stations, as the Potter Place 

train station is today. Blinds added 
much to its appearance. On all sides a 
stone wall followed the town property.

In summer the grass was green 
around it, and in winter the heavy snow 
roller made a path to its door. A picket 
fence set it apart from the main road.

Hitching post and rails were at both 
sides of the building. Kerosene street 
lamps, I believe two in number, and a 
refl ector lantern at the door, helped to 
dispel the darkness.

Years later electricity took over, and 
these were done away with, likewise the 
chandelier bracket lamps, footlights on 
the stage, and those suspended above 
it. In the olden day, should there be an 
occasion for dim lighting, it was neces-
sary to lower the wicks.

From the 1880 Andover Town Re-
port, an accounting of the costs to pur-
chase the land and construct the old 
town hall, assessed today at $365,000.

From the 1880 Andover Town Re-

This early photo of the old town hall appeared in a postcard. Notice that the 
“1879″ date used an upside-down “2″ instead of a “7″ ... as it does to this day.

From the 1880 Andover Town Report, an ac-
counting of the costs to purchase the land 
and construct the old town hall, assessed to-
day at $365,000.
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Auto Repairs · Auto Body · Welding
Fabricating · Oil Changes · Tires

We have changed our name to 
KOR Motorsports,but Ken’s still here!

Call: Ken Poulin
(603) 977-0111 156 Main St. · Andover, NH

CHIROPRACTOR
Dan Bezon, D.C. Dan Bezon, D.C. 

9 Johnson Lane
Andover, NH

(603) 735-4488

Hours:
Mon. - Fri. • 6 - 11 A.M.

Mon., Tues. & Thu. 4 - 6:30 P.M. 

Joan Marie’s 
Hair, Nails & Tanning

Billie Jean is now accepting 
appointments for:

• Manicures
• Pedicures
• Special Techniques

in Coloring & Foils

Tel.: (603) 526-2109
Wilmot

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

41 Main Street
New London NH 03257

603-526-2955
www.lakesunapee.net

angeli@tds.net

Coming back on the market!
This wonderful Andover horse property is coming 
back on the market this spring. Please call us for 
more information!

Andover


