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the committee kill recommendation by 
one vote (167 to 166) and passed the bill 
174 to 162.

Fairpoint and their industry allies 
have for years resisted any attempt to 
check whether their claims of expanded 
coverage was correct, or what projects 
they had done with the FCC millions of 
dollars of funding they got for broad-
band expansion in rural areas.

Now we will be able to check, but not 
thanks to Ms. Copp or Ms. Wells, who 
would rather vote with big business and 
against their own districts’ interest.

I write this in the hope that our two 
state representatives, who are new at 
this, in the future look at every bill with 
the well-being of our districts in mind.

Mario Ratski

Please Vote Yes 
to Pass Bond

March 6, we have the opportunity 
to support Andover Elementary 

Middle School by voting in favor of a 
bond providing important infrastruc-
ture upgrades to the building. The 
Andover School Board has worked for 
three years to develop a fi scally respon-
sible plan. The eff ort included research 
conducted by an independent task force 
– The Andover Facilities Task Force – 
which identifi ed both wants and needs. 
The bond is a no-frills proposal which 
will fund necessary upgrades.

We can no longer aff ord to delay. 
The safety of our children is at stake. 
Andover Elementary Middle School 
has not had a signifi cant update in 25 
years.

Voting Yes Means:
Safety Updates:
The electrical wiring is not up to 

code, posing a huge fi re risk. There are 
no sprinklers in the hallways, and no 
fi rewall barrier to protect children, in 
the case of a fi re. Would any of us be 
okay voting against a safety measure 
and having a child seriously injured or 
worse?

Save Money & Update Systems:
At this time, 40% of the school’s 

heating is lost through the roof. Updat-
ing to more effi  cient insulation, plumb-
ing, lighting, exhaust, and ventilation 
systems will save money in the long 
run.

Space Issue:
Many of our students with learning 

needs are taught in closets or hallways, 
and academic classes have to work 
around the crowded lunch space.

What is the fi nancial cost? Based 
on current estimates, a home valued at 
$100K may see an increase of $112/year 
or just over $0.30/day. A home valued 
at $200K may see an increase of $224/
year or just over $0.61/day. The fi nan-
cial cost is signifi cant. However, if we 
don’t take care of our school and make 
our school a safe place, there is a far 
greater cost to our students and town.

Voting YES is a win-win for all 

Andover residents. AE/MS represents 
an incredible value proposition for 
Andover residents. Excellent schools 
increase property values. Families who 
care about education move to Andover, 
in part, because of our school.

In Andover, we benefi t from small 
class sizes and teachers who sincerely 
care about students. Graduates ma-
triculating to high school are often 
placed in honors or advanced classes 
due to the incredible teaching they’ve 
had at Andover. In addition, our middle 
schoolers have tremendous athletic, ar-
tistic, musical, and academic opportu-
nities that many children their age do 
not have, simply due to high middle 
school numbers at larger schools.

Our school is what keeps many of us 
connected to one another. If we contin-
ue to stall on improvements and allow 
our school to fall apart piece by piece, 
we will pay for it: families won’t move 
here, property values will drop – and so 
will morale among students, staff , and 
the community. Taking care of one’s 
school makes a tremendous statement 
of our investment in education.

At the moment, interest rates to 
make additions and improvements are 
low. The Andover Facilities Task Force 
research has shown that approaching 
the updates in a piecemeal fashion is 
not cost eff ective, rather, it’s far more 
expensive. In addition, the project to 
update our school will be bid out, which 
could potentially lead to job opportuni-
ties for local tradespeople.

We live in a wonderful commu-
nity with families who care about rais-
ing and educating children. Together, 
The Andover School Board and The 
Andover Facilities Task Force have per-
formed due diligence over the last three 
years to bring us a fi scally responsible 
plan to care for our school. Please vote 
yes on March 6.

Amy Makechnie

Save Money on Taxes

Like you, I’m tired of taxes going 
up every year. This year at Town 

Meeting, I’m trying to do something 
about it by asking the Town of Andover 
to purchase a backhoe-loader. Almost 
every small town like Andover saves 
money by owning its own backhoe-
loader, and it’s time Andover did, too.

Here’s the choice I’ll propose at 
Town Meeting:

We can budget about $100,000 every 
year forever for equipment rental and 
spend most of it on renting the Road 
Agent’s backhoe-loader.

Or we can spend about $150,000 this 
year to own our own backhoe-loader. It 
should last us 20 years. It will pay for 
itself in about a year and a half, and then 
it will save us a lot of money every year 
– we spent almost $100,000 to rent the 
Road Agent’s backhoe-loader in 2016.

The purchase price includes a fi ve-
year warranty plus fi ve years of routine 
maintenance. The company that we’d 
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January 16 to
February 15, 2017

On January 27, David Reep sold 
9 Last Street to Steven and Nancy 
MacKinnon for $249,000. Arthur Urie 
of Lake Farm Realty assisted the seller 
and Julie Jasys of BHHS Verani as-
sisted the buyer. The 2,015 square-foot 
house has 3 bedrooms, 2 baths, and 
sits on 30.35 acres.

On January 31, Joshua and Melissa 
McLean sold 197 Putney Road to Mar-
garet Donaldson for $140,000. Greg 
Proulx of BH&G Masiello Group as-
sisted the seller and Stacey Viandier of 
Coldwell Banker Lifestyles assisted the 
buyer. The 1,084 square-foot house has 
3 bedrooms, 1 baths, and sits on 2.16 
acres.

On January 31, John and Tammy El-
liott sold 121 Channel Road to James 
and Lynn Cox for $260,000. Maria 
Laycox of BHHS Verani assisted the 
seller and Stacey Viandier of Coldwell 

Banker Lifestyles assisted the buyer. 
The 697 square-foot house has 2 bed-
rooms, 1.5 baths, and sits on 0.19 acres.

On February 2, David and Pame-
la Hanlon sold 230 Beech Hill Road 
to Levi and Nicole Southworth for 
$286,000. The 2,800 square-foot house 
has 4 bedrooms, 3.5 bath, and sits on 
2.86 acres. 

Andover Inventory
There are currently 11 residential 

properties on the market, plus six 
residential properties under contract 
for sale.

There are currently six land parcels 
on the market, and one under contract 
for sale.

There are currently two commercial 
or multi-family properties on the mar-
ket, and none under contract for sale.

Data from NNEREN.com/sold-proper-
ties and MerrimackCountyDeedsNH.com 
for 1/16/2017 through 2/15/2017. 

New Session
Starts in April

The Red Barn, Wilmot Flat
Tuesdays 10 -11 AM 
Saturdays 9 - 10 AM 

Sign-up at Door
4 weeks $30 $8 for drop-ins

For Info: 526-7934 • nesainc@aol.com

For
• Strength
• Balance

• Flexibility
• Concentration

Looking for Farmland
Local farmer looking to purchase 3+ acres open land for veg-

etable business. Preference for eastern Kearsarge area: Wilmot, 
Andover, Salisbury, Webster, etc. 14 years of vegetable growing 
experience and approved for USDA farmland fi nancing.

Email: andalsun@gmail.com or Call: 748-4802

CLAYTON A. MILLER 
INC.

Since 1954

PLUMBING 
HEATING

FULLY INSURED

526-4710
Master Plumber License #22C

354

Andover Real Estate Transactions


