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Another child related bill is HB 647 
to establish education freedom savings 
accounts for children with disabilities. 
This bill is still in committee.
Election Law

The Election Law Committee sub-
mitted HB 203 to establish an indepen-
dent redistricting commission but it was 
voted ITL by the House 190 to 164 on 
February 15.
Health Care

HB 638 which would repeal the New 
Hampshire Health Protection Program, 
known as Expanded Medicaid, was 
heard in committee on February 14. 
This program appears to have signifi -
cantly reduced local welfare costs with-
out using any General Fund Revenue. 
The bill to repeal the Program is due to 
come out of committee on March 2.
Drones

HB 97 to establish standards for the 
use of drones came from the Executive 
Departments and Public Safety Admin-
istration with an OTP recommendation.

It was passed by the House as 
amended on February 15 and has been 
referred to the Criminal Justice and 
Public Safety Committee.
Funds For Towns

HB 413 would require the State to 
once again contribute 15% of retirement 
costs for town employees and other em-
ployees of the State’s political subdivi-
sions. It was passed by the House, 267 
to 83 on February 15 but is now referred 
to the House Finance Committee.

Senate Bill 192 would reinstate State 
building aid for schools. It is scheduled 
to be considered by the full Senate on 
February 23.

Both of these bills would restore 
funds to towns and cities which could 
reduce local property taxes.
Taxes

There was also a bill reported out by 
the Ways and Means Committee, the 
Tax Shift Plan, HB 415, which would 
have reduced business taxes, repealed 
other taxes, required payment by the 
State of a portion of retirement contri-
butions to political subdivision employ-
ees, and would have established an in-
come tax. This bill was killed by a voice 
vote of the House on February 15.

Another tax bill was HB 644 that 
would have extended the interest and 
dividends tax to capital gains, increase 
exemptions from the tax, and would 
have also restored some retirement con-
tributions from the State to our towns. 
The house voted against this bill on 
February 15, 200 to 137.

Ways & Means submitted HB 489 
that would establish a commission to 
study the tax structure of the State of 
New Hampshire with the stated pur-
pose of developing changes in state tax 
laws to reduce the burden on property 
taxes under the current tax structure. 
This bill was passed, as amended, by 
voice vote on February 16.
Dedicated Funds

Ways & Means HB 569 deals with 
the long time problem of dedicated 
funds being diverted to other uses. It 
would have required that surplus funds 
fi rst be used to reimburse dedicated 
funds used for other purposes over the 
previous biennium before any money 
is deposited to the revenue stabiliza-
tion account. This bill was killed by the 
House 184 to 164 on February 15.
Broadband Access

Science, Technology and Energy 
submitted a bill, HB 238, to establish a 
committee to study broadband access to 
the Internet, something that is still not 
readily available in many of our smaller 
communities. This bill was passed by 
the House on February 16, 174 to 162.

HB 191, which would have autho-
rized municipalities to issue bonds for 
broadband infrastructure, was killed by 
the House 193 to 168 on February 2.

A similar bill, Senate Bill 170, is still 
in Committee in the Senate.
Wildlife

HB 381 would have outlawed Cru-
elty to Non-Captive Wildlife. This bill 
was tabled by the House on a Division 
vote of 239 to 130 on February 16.
State Berry

The House voted Ought to Pass on 
HB 262 by voice vote on February 2. 
This bill would make the Blackberry 
the New Hampshire State Berry. Fourth 
graders were behind this bill. 
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 Janet Moore, Library Trustee
The Bachelder Library in East 

Andover has a new telephone number: 
735-5076. Andover Public Library’s num-
ber remains the same: 735-5333. Their 
hours complement each other, and if you 
can’t remember, check the Web site.

For March, which is traditionally mud 
season yet may still be snowy winter, we 
have two New York City (NYC) sto-
ries, both set in the past. Lillian Boxfi sh 
Takes a Walk by Kathleen Rooney is a 
marvelous little novel about the highest-
paid advertising woman in the country.

Lillian got her start at R. H. Macy’s 
in the 1930′s, took New York by storm 

with her wit and candor, and refl ects on 
a long and quite successful career as she 
faces her 84 birthday.

Graham Moore’s Last Days of Night 
details the fascinating emergence of the 
electric light into NYC life. Young lawyer 
Paul Cravath is hired by George West-
inghouse over a suit by none other than 
Thomas Edison in the 1880′. He: who in-
vented the electric light bulb and therefore 
“holds the right to power the country?”

Ask for these at the Libraries, and 
don’t forget to read The Beacon and the 
Town Report so you’ll be informed and 
prepared for School District and Town 
Meetings. 

Andover Public Libraries
Presents Outside Looking In

Thursday, March 30
at 7 PM
Press release

“Outside Looking In” is the focus of 
an evening of song, story-telling, and 
poetry presented by the Andover Public 
Libraries on Thursday, March 30, be-
ginning at 7 PM. The performance will 
be held at the Highland Lake Grange 
Hall in East Andover, at the intersection 
of Route 11 and Chase Hill Road.

Maine based blind songwriter, gui-
tarist, and poet Mike Rogers refl ects 
scenes and characters from his life, his 
years in the music business, as well as 

teaching high school, and his travels 
around New England and coast to coast, 
in his music and stories. His show is 
laced with wry humor and portraits of 
people “outside the circle,” sometimes 
edgy, sometimes gentle, always with an 
emphasis on understanding and accep-
tance.

Mike accompanies himself on guitar 
and harmonica. He will be joined by his 
wife, Beverly, adding vocal harmony 
and by Dan MacLellan on bass and 
vocal back-up. The program is free of 
charge. For more information, contact 
the William Bachelder Library in East 
Andover at 735-5076. 

Community Wellness, 
Together.

To learn more about our services, visit www.newlondonhospital.org.

At New London Hospital and Newport Health 

Center, our women’s healthcare team provides 

quality care to meet the unique needs of women at 

every stage of their lives. We deliver comprehensive 

gynecological services, including pre- and post-

natal care, in a warm and compassionate setting. 

Call 603-526-2911 for an appointment at New London Hospital  
or 603-863-4100 for an appointment at Newport Health Center.

Jay C. Boynton 
Attorney at Law 

Continuing to provide personalized legal 
service to individuals, families, businesses, 
non-profit organizations and municipalities 
with attention to detail, willingness to listen 
and the promise of absolute confidentiality 
for over 38 years.   Now considering new 
matters by appointment at 

164 Main Street, PO Box 395               
Andover, NH 03216-0395                  

603-735-5554                  
boyntonlawoffice@tds.net 

FRANKLIN SEPTIC SERVICE

Jerry & Melissa Thompson • East Andover, NH 03231

934-2528

PLEASE HELP! The Beacon relies on your support.


