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Friends of the Northern Rail Trail 
Minutes, February 15, 2017

Condensed from draft minutes
Yet another snowstorm did not deter 

the Board from conducting a meeting that 
approved important actions for the Trail!

Board Attendees: Steve Darling, 
Heather Deardorff , Tom Frantz, George 
Heaton, Lindy Heim, Chris Norris, Nita 
Tomaszewski

Guests: Ricker Miller, and Special 
Guest Marty Parichand of Outdoor 
New England

The Board was pleased to receive a 
presentation from Marty Parichand of 
Outdoor New England about plans for 
the Franklin Falls Whitewater Park and 
Outdoor Center.

The Treasurer’s Report covered both 
the current fi nancial status of FNRT-MC, 
and a proposed budget for 2017. As to the 
former, we happily note that funds now 
on hand should be suffi  cient to cover the 
cost of all the Trail maintenance projects 
discussed below. As to the budget off ered 
by Treasurer Steve Darling for 2017, this 
was unanimously accepted.

Trail Maintenance Projects have 
now become a time-critical item, given 
the pressing need to receive authoriza-
tion, obtain any necessary State approv-
als, get contracts, and begin work in the 
early spring. A list of seven potential 
projects, prepared by Alex Bernhard, 
focused the discussion. These included 
– listed in the priority order that was 
the sense of the meeting: three bridge 
repair projects in Andover, vegetation 
removal in Franklin, repairing trail sur-
face in East Andover, Lawrence Street 
culvert repair in Andover, and various 
ditching and culvert cleaning needs 
along the length of the Trail.

For all of these projects, contractors 
have been identifi ed, and bids or esti-
mates submitted. It was thus possible to 
arrive at a total budget.

All of the projects were therefore 
authorized by the Board, subject to the 
proviso that if any unforeseen devia-
tions from current cost estimates arose, 
the Board would be informed and 
would re-consider the matter.

In each instance, a project manager has 

been designated from the Board. They will 
report on progress at the next meeting.

Trail Signage. Heather Deardorff  
presented the results of her signifi cant 
work – along with Ed Hiller – on the 
Trail signage initiative. The signage an-
ticipated would have two types: historic 
interpretive signs; and orientation signs. 
Working with a graphic artist, Heather 
off ered draft signs for consideration, 
which were approved in general terms.

Plans are also underway for ways to 
best display the new signage, and to install 
kiosks, at strategic points on the Trail.

Heather will, before the next meet-
ing, off er a fuller signage proposal for 
consideration at the next meeting.

The consensus of the meeting was 
that the current FNRT-MC logo should 
be preserved. And that consistency of the 
logo and signs between Merrimack and 
Grafton Counties is both highly desirable 
and very feasible, given the coordination 
to date between the two counties.

Presentation on Franklin Falls 
Whitewater Park and Outdoor Center

The “special guest” of the meeting 
was Marty Parichand, of Outdoor New 
England. Marty is spearheading an ini-
tiative to transform the City of Franklin 
and its waterfront into a Whitewater 
Park and Outdoor Center.

Marty made a fascinating presen-
tation on the history of Franklin as a 
manufacturing center, of the current 
issues it faces from the decline of that 
industry, and of its future potential.

The “envisioning” that Marty present-
ed has Franklin at the center of a Central 
New Hampshire nexus for outdoor recre-
ation, which would include biking/hiking/
snowmobile trails, and a whitewater park. 
While the possibilities are vibrant, there 
are still many hurdles to be overcome, 
among them: river debris and pollution, 
infrastructure development, and funding.

From the point of view of FNRT-MC, 
we applaud, and fully support, the eff orts 
to use recreational facilities as an engine 
of economic growth in our region. The 
Board was most appreciative for this 
presentation. 

On Wednesday, March 15, FNRT-MC will be conducting its regular monthly 
board meeting from 7 to 9 PM at the First Congregational Church at 19 North 
Wilmot Road. All are welcome.

FNRT-MC makes an eff ort to schedule its monthly meetings in all of the 
towns through which it passes at least once per year. The agenda will be posted 
on FNRT-MC’s Facebook page prior to the meeting. 

Friends of the Northern Rail Trail 
Announces March Meeting

Wilmot Community 
Association Hosts Black Fly Blitz 

Registration closes
May 26
Press release

Wilmot Community Association’s 
(WCA) 13th Annual Black Fly Blitz 5K 
starts at 9 AM on Memorial Day, May 
29 in Wilmot Flat.

Participants can pre-register online, 
by mail, or register on the day of the 
race. Online registration closes at noon 
Friday, May 26 and is available at Wilmo-
tCommunityAssociation.org. Mail in pre-
registration is due at noon on May 26. A 
downloadable entry form can be found 
on the WCA’s Web site. Avoid the rush 
and register by May 1 to receive a free 

Black Fly Blitz T-shirt.
Until May 26 race registration is: 

free for children 8 years and younger, 
$15 for youths 9 to 17, and $20 for adults 
18 and older. On race day registration 
will increase by $5. Check in and race 
day registration opens at 7 AM Monday, 
May 29 under the tent on the town green 
at the intersection of Kearsarge Valley 
and Village roads in Wilmot Flat.

The Cloud Duo will play classic rock 
and country music. Activities for children 
will include temporary tattoos and games.

Awards will be presented at 10:15 AM 
at the Wilmot Bandstand, on the Town 
Green,9 Kearsarge Valley Road. 

On January 26, Peabody Home celebrated National Soup Month. Family, 
friends, and volunteers were invited to enjoy a variety of homemade 

soups in honor of January being “Soup-er”! Seated from left to right are: 
Winnie May Finemore; Gretchen Noonan; Judy Evans; and Martha Scho-
fi eld. Caption and Photo: Courtesy of Peabody Home.

It’s Time…

 for a Change!
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