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A View from Inside the Play
A behind the scenes
look at theater
Britta Johnson, Proctor Academy

Proctor Academy’s Theater De-
partment performed The Foreigner on 
February 24 and February 25 in the 
Wilkins Meeting House. Prior to the 
production, Andover’s Britta Johnson 
wrote the following article for Proctor’s 
Web site to share the intricacies of the 
production process with the commu-
nity. Andover’s Amanda Hinds ’19 was 
also involved in the production. Thank 
you Britta for sharing!

The winter production of The For-
eigner is moving into the fi nal month. 
The set construction crew is working 
at breakneck speed to complete the set; 
the costumers are sewing, distressing, 
and searching the vast reaches of the 
costume shop; and the cast of the show 
is learning their lines and working out 
the kinks in the blocking. Energy is 
high, and everyone is looking ahead to 
opening night.

Despite the hurried pace and 
heightened stress of the fi nal month, 
the cast and crew still fi nd ways to 
entertain themselves. It is a regular 
sight to see students throwing chicken 
puppets at each other. No one knows 
where these strange creatures came 
from, but they are a source of enter-
tainment. One must be careful in the 
downtime between rehearsal and set 
construction. Beware of fl ying chick-
en puppets!

A source of mystery for the cast 
and crew revolves around the missing 
chicken puppet known as Patricia. She 
was thrown at a cast member during 
a break in rehearsal and was never re-
covered. An ongoing search has been 
conducted since the unfortunate inci-

dent, which has yielded no results until 
recently.

As we have discovered today, there 
has been a reported chicken puppet 
sighting near the English department. 
More knowledge on this lead is cur-
rently being gathered. The theater de-
partment could use some help in locat-
ing this valuable member of our crew. If 
you see a chicken fi nger puppet around 
campus, please alert a member of the 
theatre department at once.

As the cast gets used to being 
off -book, errors are not uncommon. 
These bloopers run the gamut. Oc-
casionally the actors will forget their 
lines, or the blocking, or in some un-
forgettable instances, yell their lines 
with exceptional anger, much to the 
amusement of the rest of the cast. 
Once the laughter begins, it is often 
hard to stop.

As the show comes together, the 
tech crew is working hard. There are 
the builders, the painters, the costume 
afi cionados, and the light and sound 
technicians. They are a good team, 
and it is always fun to watch their 
progress.

At the end of each day, the set has 
evolved into something better. Ev-
ery day brings new developments. On 
one day, the wall that’s needed paint 
will fi nally be fi nished. The next day, 
the counter that’s been falling apart is 
fi xed. It’s going to look amazing once 
it’s done.

As a member of the cast, it’s been 
wonderful to see how each actor and 
their respective characters have trans-
formed over the course of the show. 
We’ve learned our lines, our blocking, 
our cues, and our accents. It’s been a pro-
cess. The payoff  will be worth it. 

Hanging in Jake’s, shown with owner Jen Braley, on Main Street is one of 
the sap buckets saying “Share Your Sweet Ideas” that have also been 

installed at both post offi ces and libraries, the Town Offi ces, AE/MS, Proc-
tor Academy, New Horizons, Pizza Chef, and Ragged Mountain Physical 
Therapy. The sap buckets were donated by Eric Johnson of Tucker Moun-
tain Maple.
Everyone in town is invited to fi ll out a survey, found hanging above the 
buckets, and drop it in the bucket to share their ideas for possible commu-
nity uses of the old Town Hall, at 157 Main, next to Pizza Chef.
Copies have also been distributed to all parents of AE/MS students and will 
be available at the Andover School Meeting on March 6 and the Andover 
Town Meeting on March 14.  Caption and Photo: Susan Chase
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New floors for the new year!
Select flooring products on sale now throughout the showroom!

Monthly Long TermMonthly - Long Term
On-Site Storage Available

ALL & AWL REPAIR
Outdoor Power Equipment Sales & Service

Harness & Tack Repair

Ariens Lawnmowers and Snowblowers
Hustler Turf Equipment 1719 Route 114
Husqvarna Chainsaws North Sutton
Tanaka 927-4973 • Fax 927-4407

Thank You, Volunteers!
We couldn’t publish the Beacon without you. 


