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Everyday Life on an 
East Andover Farm in 1902

Robie Farm on Cilley Hill Rd. (Sam Hill Rd. today). Taken approx.1895.
L to R: Nannie Robie (my grandmother & author of letters), Samuel (her fa-
ther), Abbie (her mother), Robert (recipient of letters), hired hand or neighbor, 
Susie (Nannie & Robert’s sister), a hired hand or neighbor.

Letters from Nannie Robie 
to her brother, Robert
Rita Norander

One of my winter projects this year 
was to better organize my family pic-
tures, genealogical material, and his-
torical information. While doing so, I 
re-discovered several interesting, fam-
ily-related items which I enjoyed read-
ing once again. I hope you will enjoy 
reading this one, too.
BACKGROUND INFORMATION

My previous two articles used infor-
mation relating to my grandfather’s side 
of the family – the Herseys and the East-
mans. Today’s article is based on material 
from my grandmother’s side of the fam-
ily – the Robies and the Kenistons. This 
article relays information from a series 
of letters written by my mother’s moth-
er, Nannie Robie, to her brother, Robert 
Robie, from April 14, 1902 to July 23, 
1902. At that time, the Robie family,four 
girls and a boy, were living on Cilley Hill 
Road, Sam Hill Road today. Samuel and 
Abbie (Keniston) Robie purchased the 
farm from the Weare family in 1895.

Nannie was 16 years old, and Robert 
was 23, when she was writing these let-
ters, which kept him abreast of family and 
hometown news. Robert was working as 
a hired hand, fi rst in Amherst and later 
in Lakeport. It was common practice in 
those days for the boys of the family to 
work for a time on someone else’s farm. 
They would be using the skills learned 
from their father on the family farm, 
while at the same time gaining experi-
ence on how other people ran their farms. 
While working for others, they would re-
ceive a salary which they probably didn’t 
receive while working at home.

The letters begin in April, so Robert 
was most likely helping with the spring 
chores, such as, preparing the land for 
planting, mending fences before the 
animals were turned out for the season, 
helping with the milking, and care of the 
animals.
EXCERPTS FROM NANNIE’S LETTERS

(Some changes – omissions and ad-
ditions – were made for easier reading. I 

have included the names of relatives and 
neighbors who Nannie refers to, as many 
of these people are mentioned in Ralph 
Chaff ee’s book East Andover And Its 
People. Maybe some of them were former 
owners or residents of “your” house!)

April 14, 1902: Dear Brother, Pa went 
to Franklin Saturday and traded two of 
the pigs for a young hog with Frank Gil-
man. We are going to kill the two pigs 
under the barn on Thursday. The old hog 
up in the barn had three pigs Friday, and 
the one under the barn had six this morn-
ing. The lamb isn’t doing very well.

Guy and I went with the butter. (Guy 
Hersey was a hired hand on the Robie 
farm. He and Nannie would marry in 
September of 1903, on Nannie’s 18th 
birthday.) For the Grange supper tomor-
row night, Guy has to carry (bring) a 
half pound of butter, and I have to carry 
a pie. Is there a Grange in Amherst? 
How many miles from Manchester are 
you, and how do you like it? Is their 
farm close by the village? We went to 
church yesterday. Are Mr. Odell’s folk 
church members? I suppose you have 
been to Milford some with the milk.

Uncle Merrill and Aunt Deborah 
were here last Tuesday. Oliver Rayno’s 
folks have another child. True Fifi eld 
died a week ago. Rena & her father 
called here yesterday. Nellie Morey is 
keeping school over in Webster. (Nel-
lie was my mother’s teacher at Dyers 
Crossing School from 1914 to 1920.) 
Mother mended the canvas coat as best 
she could. We’ll send the coat and shirts 
on Wednesday or Thursday. Let us 
know when you get them.

April 15: I will add a few lines 
more before I send this. Pa, Guy, and 
Paige (another hired hand or possibly a 
neighbor) are fencing between us and 
Ben Swett (Ben’s farm was on Lower 
Tucker Mountain Road – today’s Val-
ley Road). Pa saw Mrs. Aikens down to 
Franklin with Topsy (horse) yesterday. 
The fi rst time she has driven her. We 
turned out four cows and the young cat-
tle this morning. Ed Morey (road agent 
& neighbor) is putting dirt in the road 

See Farm LIfe  on page 14

April 1
Final Winter Farmers Market–

Blazing Star Grange, 9 . . to 1 . . 
Hot breakfast and lunch available.

Dance the Decades Dance and 
Raffl  e Drawing–at the Franklin Elks 
Lodge from 7 to 11 . .

Information, dance and raffl  e tick-
ets, are available on line at: franklinani-
malshelter.com or by calling Christine 
Dzujna at 934-7163.

The Martin Barre Band will be 
performing at the Flying Monkey Per-
formance Center in Plymouth at 7:30 
. .

April 3
A Matter of Balance: Managing 

Concerns About Falls–LRGHealth-
care is off ering a free 8-week work-
shop on Monday’s from 9:30 to 11:30 
. . beginning on April 3 at the Taylor 

Community Woodside Building. For 
more information or to register for this 
upcoming workshop, call LRGHealth-
care Education Services at 527-7120.
April 7

CFA’s First Friday Celebration 
of Poetry Month at the Newbury 
Town Offi  ces Meeting Room, 937 
Route 103, in Newbury.

Illusionist Rick Thomas at the 
Flying Monkey Performance Center, 
at 7:30 . . 

For more information on upcoming 
shows or to purchase tickets call the 
box offi  ce at 536-2551 or go online at 
fl yingmonkeyNH.com.
April 8

Vegetable Gardening 101 at The 
Fells. Saturday, April 8, 9:30 . . to 
Noon. Call 603-763-4789 x3 or visit: 
TheFells.org

Rabies Clinic at Blazing Start 
Grange, 1 to 2 . .

Blazing Star Grange Hosts Po-
etry and Pastries at 6:30 . . at the 
Grange. For more information call 
768-3765, email: georgegamblelibrary@
comcast.net.
April 9

Andover Congregational 
Church–Palm Sunday will be cel-
ebrated at 9:30 . .
April 13

A presentation on “The Histori-
cal Covered Bridges of New Hamp-
shire and Beyond”–Begins at 7 . ., 
in the Kearsarge Masonic Lodge, at 38 
Cilleyville Road in Potter Place. Free.

Maundy Thursday Service by the 
Andover Congregational Church at 
the Grange Hall at 6 . .

April 14
Good Friday Tenebrae Service at 

Andover Congregational Church at 7 
. .

April 16
Easter Sunrise Service will be 

held at 6:15 . . on Maple Street near 
the Graves homestead. Breakfast fol-
lowing at the Grange Hall 7 . . Easter 
Worship Service with special music at 
9:30 . . at Andover Congregational 
Church.
April 18

Out and About at The Fells: Pools 
of Mud and Magic. 10 to 11 . . Call 
603-763-4789 x3 or visit: TheFells.org
April 22

Vernal Pool Adventure Walk for 
Families at The Fells. 1 to 2:30 P.M.Call 
603-763-4789 x3 or visit: TheFells.org

Andover Institute Host Tour of 
Skyeview Alpacas Farm–, beginning 
at 10 . ., located at 102 Wilmot Cen-
ter Road, in Elkins. The tour is free 
and open to the public. Participants 
may drive to the farm or join in car-
pooling from the Andover Town Hall 
parking lot at 9:30 . ..

Rebecca Rule, a New Hampshire 
author is appearing at 7 . . at the 
Danbury Grange Hall.
April 29

Chicken Pie Supper at Blazing 
Star Grange, served from 5 to 6:30 
. ., admission for adults is $9.

May 1
Book Discussion: Lincoln’s Boys: 

John Hay, John Nicolay, and the 
War for Lincoln’s Image by Joshua 
Zeitz. 7-8:30pm

Books are available for sale at The 
Fells, or may be borrowed through the 
Newbury Public Library during the 
month of April. Free to all.

Newbury Public Library, 933 Route 
103, Newbury, NH.
May 7

Wilmot Historical Society Pres-
ents Story Teller Jo Radner–Free 
program will begin at 2 . . at the 
Wilmot Community Association’s 
Red Barn. Contact Marc at 927-4596 
or visit: wilmothistoricalsociety.org.
May 13

13th Annual Choose Franklin 
Community Day–starting at 10 . . 
with a parade and fair. For information 
contact Marcia Rollins at 934-3108 
ext. 4420, Krystal Alpers at 934-2118 
or sau18.org/community_day.cfm.
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PARENTS: HOW ARE THE KIDS?
Parents, please help the Beacon keep alive the connection between 

your grown kids and the community they grew up in! 
Send news of how they’re doing in college, in their careers, engagements, 

marriages, babies, promotions, etc. Everyone in town takes great pride in 
seeing how “our” kids turn out – please help us keep them up to date. 

Send news and pictures to Articles@AndoverBeacon.com!


