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OBITUARIES

C  E  B  
V  W , passed away af-

ter a battle with ALS on March 2, 2017.
Christine was born in Lowell, Mas-

sachusetts on 
January 31, 
1943. She at-
tended the 
L o w e l l 
school sys-
tem and 
g r a d u a t e d 
from New 
England College in Henniker, New 
Hampshire with a BS in Education. 
Christine was a teacher for many years, 
including reading, fi rst grade, and high 
school. She was an avid tennis player 
and skier.

Interment and a memorial service 
will occur in New Hampshire during 
the summer. She is predeceased by her 
husband, Richard Van Wagenen; her 
parents David and Christine (Cameron) 
Birchall; and granddaughter, Megan 
Day.

She is survived by her three daugh-
ters, Heidi Van Wagenen Day, Lorin 
Van Wagenen Carroll, and Gretchen 
Van Wagenen Montgomery; son-in-
law’s Michael Day and Scott Montgom-
ery; and eight grandchildren; Jonathan 
Carroll, Emily Carroll, Tyler Day, Isaac 
Montgomery, Seth Montgomery, Mad-
eline Carroll, Ian Montgomery, and 
Joshua Montgomery.

In lieu of fl owers, the family re-
quests donations be made to the 
Andover Historical Society, P.O. Box 
167, Andover, New Hampshire 03216. 
View expanded obituary and share 
condolences at www.CozineMemorial.
com. Services by Broadway Mortu-
ary.

G  A. C , 87, of 
Cilleyville Road, died on Satur-

day, March 18, 2017 at his home.
He was born in Chelsea, Massa-

chusetts on March 30, 1929 the son of 
George Crane and Gertrude (Howell) 

Crane.
George graduated from Revere, 

Massachusetts High School and 
joined the Navy Reserves. He was as-
signed to the 20 stack destroyer (USS 
Livermore) where he trained and be-
came a trainer for other Navy reserv-
ists.

George enjoyed 25 years of owning 
and operating 
G e o r g e 
Crane Real 
Estate in 
M e l r o s e , 
Ma ssachu-
setts. Later he 
and his wife 
owned and 
operated Eastman Inn in North Conway 
for fi ve years.

He was a member of Fidelity Lodge 
A.F. & AM in Massachusetts and was 
raised to the sublime degree of Master 
Mason.

George is predeceased by his oldest 
son, David, who died of complications 
from a long standing neck injury at 
the young age of 36. He is also prede-
ceased by sisters, Ruth and Barbara and 
a brother, John.

He is survived by his wife of 31 
years, Yvette (Perreault) Crane of 
Andover; their children, Robyn Tol-
man of Derry, Heidi Lim of Singa-
pore, Stephen Crane of Reading, 
Massachusetts, William Little, Jr. of 
Danvers, Massachusetts, Leanne Beck 
of Sutton, Gary Little of Beverly, Mas-
sachusetts and Paul Little of Sutton; 
many grandchildren and great grand-
children; a sister, Mary Elizabeth 
Mender of Haverhill, Massachusetts; 
nieces and nephews.

A memorial service was held on 
March 24. The burial will be in Puritan 
Lawn Cemetery, Peabody, Massachu-
setts at a later date.

Memorial contributions may be 
made to the Alzheimer’s Association, 
166 South River Road, Suite 210, Bed-
ford, New Hampshire 03110.

E  A  J , 
passed from this life on March 14, 

2017 at the age of 47 from the eff ects 
of ALS (amyotrophic lateral sclerosis) 
peacefully, and surrounded by his fam-
ily in Concord’s Hospice House. Eric 
loved big snowstorms, so it seems fi t-
ting that his passing would be during a 
big nor’easter.

He is survived by his loving wife of 
20 years, 
Heide (Nova-
do), and 
d aug ht e r s , 
Annika and 
Britta of 
A n d o v e r ; 
parents Dr. 
Leonard and 
P a t r i c i a 
(Paige) John-
son of North Falmouth, Massachusetts; 
sister Paige (William Roth) of Fairhav-
en Massachusetts; brother Keith (Patti 
O’Leary) of Brewster, Massachusetts; 
and numerous aunts, uncles, cousins, 
nieces, nephews, and many devoted 
friends and colleagues.

Like Lou Gehrig, and despite ALS, 
Eric also considered himself lucky, 
and fi t a remarkable variety of experi-
ences into his too-short lifetime. Eric 
was born on February 21, 1970 in Cam-
bridge, Massachusetts. First living in 
Stow Massachusetts, then moving to 
Cape Cod, he had plenty of opportuni-
ties to spend time on the ocean, sailing 
and windsurfi ng.

He graduated from Proctor Acad-
emy in 1988, and went on to graduate 
from St. Lawrence University (1992), 
concentrating on Government and Af-
rican Studies, after spending 6 months 
with SLU’s program in Kenya.

Eric returned to teach at Proctor 
Academy in the Social Science De-
partment, and Mountain Classroom 
Program from 1992 to 1999. His love 
for the outdoors led him to lead sum-
mer wilderness trips with Longacre 
Expeditions, and the National Outdoor 
Leadership School before apprentic-

ing, and then working as a timber 
framer with Northeast Joiners from 
1999 to 2002.

Always interested in being ac-
tive within his community, Eric 
was a member and past chair of the 
Andover Planning Board from 1999 
to 2013. Eric then branched out into 
what became his most satisfying 
work – with the New Hampshire for-
estry industry.

He founded Tucker Mountain 
Timber, doing diversifi ed forestry 
in New Hampshire, Rhode Island, 
and Vermont. This led to what he 
considered his “perfect job” – be-
ing Program Director with the New 
Hampshire Timberland Owners As-
sociation from 2009 to 2015, which 
blended his love of teaching, New 
Hampshire’s forests, and the remark-
able men and women who work in 
our state’s great forests.

Eric had many passions in his life. 
In addition to his love of the ocean, he 
equally loved the mountains, hiking, 
climbing, and telemark skiing. Road 
trips were always welcome, one of 
which led Eric and his family to spend 
a year in Rossland, British Columbia.

He was fascinated with machines, 
large and small (and fi xing them), ma-
ple sugaring, and devoted to his family. 
He was generous with his time and his 
talents, and the ripples of his life have 
spread wide.

A celebration of Eric’s life will hap-
pen in early June, when we can all be 
more comfortable outdoors, as Eric 
wished. The Johnson family is incred-
ibly grateful for the love and support of 
so many, for the friends, and colleagues 
that regularly came by to visit with Eric, 
for his caregivers that helped him this 
past half year, and for the guidance of 
Concord VNA Hospice during his fi -
nal weeks. Eric’s family requests that 
donations made in his honor go to the 
New Hampshire Timberland Owners 
Association: https://www.nhtoa.org or the 
Compassionate Care ALS: https:// www.
ccals.org. 

Why Woodcrest... 
...our family taking care of your family.

With over 25 years of providing exceptional assisted  
living services, Woodcrest Village is family-owned 
and operated and continues to honor the original 
principles it was founded upon. We help to foster 
independence, nurture spirit, and encourage family 
and community involvement. 

Woodcrest Village is a great place to live and a better 
place to work. Our sense of family extends from the  
community to our residents and staff.

356 Main Street, New London, NH
(603) 526-2300 www.woodcrestvillage.com

Come see why Woodcrest Village continues 
to the first choice for assisted living in the 
New London area.


