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He had hitherto declined to respond 
to the article, Chase now wrote, “as I am 
not in the habit of writing in a style which 
would well correspond with that, and 
was fearful I should not be able to com-
ply with the advice of Solomon, Prov. 26, 
4, 5.” This was a shrewd stroke, in sev-
eral ways: it not only pits Biblical against 
theatrical allusion (Caleb Quotem), but it 
plunges readers who bothered to check 
the cited passage into one of the Bible’s 
many subtle conundrums. Proverbs 
26:4-5 advises,

Answer not a fool according to his 
folly, lest thou also be like unto him.

Answer a fool according to his folly, 
lest he be wise in his own conceit.

But as Chase then proceeds to mildly 
challenge the original character sketch, 
he gives us one of the very rare thumb-
nail sketches of Andover Centre that we 
have from this period:

For the sake of the town in which I re-
side, I would inform the publisher that we 
are not so destitute of inhabitants, as the 
gentleman appears to represent; neither 
am I entirely destitute of neighbors…He 
said my building stands “at a great dis-
tance from all others.” I would inform the 
public, that there are 14 dwelling houses, 
many of them two stories high and de-
cently furnished, and contain 18 fami-
lies, besides a large number of outhouses, 
shops, barns, &c. within about half a mile 
of mine. If the gentleman made such a 
mistake about my neighbors, is it not pos-
sible that he might make some mistake 
about my occupations?

Think of this for a moment: including 
Chase’s own home and family, in 1821 all 
of Andover Centre and its immediate envi-
rons had a population of nineteen families 
living in fi fteen houses – approximately 
130 people altogether (Jacob B. Moore cal-
culated the Andover population of 1820 as 
averaging “about seven persons for each 
family”). East Andover, Cilleyville, the 
piece of eastern Andover later split off to 
become part of the new town of Franklin, 
and probably even West Andover were all 
at the time much more populous.

Ebenezer Chase was indeed a remark-
able and many talented man, a true Yan-
kee original, and I will return to his story 
for other insights into early Andover life 
in later columns. For now, it is worth sa-
voring this vignette of Andover Center 
in 1821 as a thinly populated collection 
of widely scattered homes and outbuild-
ings, very loosely clustered around a 
small dwelling beside the post road 
where a hardworking, devout, effi cient 
postmaster/preacher/printer/publisher/
tractarian/bookseller/engraver/watch 
repairer/cobbler – “odd” in the sense of 
“exceptional” – quietly lived and pur-
sued his intertwined vocations. 
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We are so pleased that one of our 
long time members and leaders among 
us, Kathy Winkfi eld, is in the process 
of being approved for ordination in the 
Anglican Church of North America. 
After preaching, teaching, and answer-
ing questions before the Board of Ex-
amining Chaplains, of the Diocese of 
New England, Kathy, when approved, 
will be ordained, fi rst as a Vocational 
Deacon sometime in June. This will be 
followed, when all is ready, by ordina-
tion as presbyter/priest in the summer 
of 2018.

The Missions Committee has been 
busy. We recently collected over $300 
for “Give a Goat”, which comes under 
Samaritan’s Purse headed by Franklin 
Graham. This organization provides 
animals (cows, goats, chickens, etc) to 
people in third world nations so they 
may be more self-suffi cient. On Moth-
er’s Day, baby bottles were passed out 
for people to fi ll with loose change, 
currency, or check. The baby bottles 
will be collected on Father’s Day. The 
monies will be sent to Aspire Women’s 
Center, formerly called Care Net Preg-
nancy Center, located in the Lakes 
Region. Aspire provides life affi rming 
pregnancy support services, including 
pregnancy tests and limited ultrasounds 

for pregnancy confi rmation for women 
in our communities experiencing un-
planned pregnancies.

We continue with helping the local 
food pantries with donations of food 
and time. We also continue to be in-
volved in reaching out to the Franklin 
community, by offering to pray for peo-
ple at scheduled events or by just pro-
viding a listening ear to their struggles 
and offering constructive help.

Special thanks to Ginny Newton for 
overseeing the Church’s annual Plant 
and Bake Sale, which was held on May 
6. Over $400 was raised for the Church 
Treasury.

Don’t forget our monthly fl ea market 
and bake sales, which will always be 
held on the last Saturday of the month 
from 8:30 till 2 PM at the Grange Hall. 
All proceeds will go to benefi t the 
Grange Hall Restoration Fund.

There are many opportunities to 
worship with us. Please join us. Always 
feel free to call the Church offi ce at 
603-735-5160 to speak with Pastor John 
Wagner for more information on what’s 
going on at the Church or if you need 
help in any way.

Thought for the day: “A man is never 
in worse company than when he fl ies 
into a rage and is beside himself” Read 
Proverbs 14:1a 

a preacher, he prayed for the salvation of 
souls, and as a cobbler he mended them 
– As a painter he glossed over their de-
formities, and as a printer he never failed 
to make a favorable impression on the 
hearts and consciences of his numerous 
and devout patrons. In short, “he was up 
to everything,” and wherever versatility 
of genius was required, he proved him-
self equal to any undertaking whatever.

The Boston gentleman was having 
gentle fun with his story, of course. But 
we can also sense his genuine fascina-
tion with this rural postmaster who rou-
tinely pursued, not merely a multiplicity 
of trades (this was not unusual for rural 
farmers and mechanics at the time), but 
a multiplicity of typically urban trades 
– writing, editing, publishing, printing, 
bookselling, glazing, engraving, and 
watch repair. Mild mannered, serious 
Mr. Ebenezer Chase’s “versatility of 
genius” was impressive indeed!

The Boston gentleman’s witti-
cisms were nothing special, puns on 
“soles”/”souls,” on “glosses”, “clock-
work”, and the like. But his subject – “a 
complete counterpart of the renowned 
Caleb Quotem” – did seem to be very 
special indeed. Caleb Quotem was a 
well-known comic character in a pop-
ular English play of the time, George 
Colman’s The Review, or, the Wags 
of Windsor, who came to exemplify 
the jack-of-all-trades. It was surely for 
this reason that the brief essay An Odd 
Character began to circulate more wide-
ly. Within the next two months it was 
picked up and reprinted by newspapers 
in Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, 
Connecticut, New York (both NYC and 
upstate), and South Carolina. This was 
the 1820s version of “going viral.”

Eventually, Chase, who doubtless had 
received considerable chaffi ng for his 
sudden notoriety, was moved to respond 
to this “satirical piece going the rounds 
in the papers.” The editor of the Galaxy, 
while protesting that the original story 
“did not appear to us to contain any thing 
intended to ridicule the gentleman for the 
number of his callings,” allowed “that its 
publication may have given an unpleasant 
shock to the feelings of Mr. Chase,” and 
so “with cheerfulness” printed his letter 
– under the title of AN ODD CHARAC-
TER, AGAIN. The editor also published 
an excerpt from one of Chase’s most re-
cent religious publications as evidence of 
his “spirit of mildness and candour, very 
desirable among all Christians, but unfor-
tunately too little cherished at the present 
day.” In other words, the editor had gone 
to the trouble of vetting Chase a bit before 
deciding to publish his letter.
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Bring the Fishing Pole, 
Bring the Canoe

Listen to the loons, watch the fi sh 
jump, enjoy the quiet of no large 
motor boats. Includes a simple camp 
to provide shelter from the rain – with 
electric lights and woodstove. Perfect 
simple Getaway spot.

Bradley LakeBradley Lake

Andover
$140,000$140,000

Your Neighborhood Experts
Art Urie and Associates

603-735-5444
urie@tds.net

Rent Real Office Space
Available immediately with 850 
square feet of usable heated 
space which can be divided. 
Location off ers good parking, 
easy access. 

 Call 735-5444 for details.

Kitchen Table Getting Kitchen Table Getting 
Too Small?Too Small?

Your Neighborhood Experts
Art Urie and Associates

603-735-5444
urie@tds.net

FRANKLIN SEPTIC SERVICE

Jerry & Melissa Thompson • East Andover, NH 03231

934-2528


