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Ausbon Sargent Off ers
Hikes and Nature Walks

First walk is 
on July 13
Press release

Dragonfl y Walk on the Courser 
Property at Trumbull Pond in Webster, 
New Hampshire

Thursday, July 13, 2-4pm. Pre-regis-
ter for this free event as it fi lls quickly 
and is limited for space. Learn about 
and identify diff erent species of dragon-
fl y with Andy Deegan, Ausbon Sargent 
Land Specialist and dragonfl y expert! 
Light refreshments provided. Register 
by contacting Kristy Heath at: kheath@
ausbonsargent.org or 603-526-6555.

Webb Forest Hike, Harding Hill 
Road in Sunapee

Tuesday, July 25, 2-4pm. Join Van 
and Tyler Webb for this hike and learn 
about their forestry management plan 

on the 370-acre Webb Forest Preserve 
on Harding Hill in Sunapee. This prop-
erty blends excellent forestry manage-
ment with conservation easements to 
create an award winning private and 
public land legacy. Land Protection 
Specialist Andy Deegan will share in-
sights on this beautiful conservation 
easement. Registration is appreciated. 
Please contact Kristy Heath at: kheath@
ausbonsargent.org or 603-526-6555.

Star Lake Farm Tour
Tuesday, August 1, 2-4pm. For-

ester, Jeff rey Snitkin of Bay State For-
estry Service will lead a tour on this 
spectacular 1,612-acre Star Lake Farm 
property in Springfi eld. Refreshments 
will be off ered following the tour. Lim-
ited registration. Please contact Kristy 
Heath at: kheath@ausbonsargent.org or 
603-526-6555 to secure your spot! 

tax credit scholarship program for low 
and middle income families. Business-
es donate to create scholarship funding, 
and receive tax credits. Families then 
apply for these scholarships to attend a 
school (public, private or homeschool) 
that provides a better fi t for their child. 
If you own a business, pay business 
taxes, and want to learn more about do-
nating to help children attend a school 
where they can thrive and receive a tax 
credit in return, please reach out to me.

Senate Bill 8 was called the “Croydon 
Bill” because it helped small towns like 
Croydon, without suffi  cient children to 
have classrooms for every grade, give 
their citizens the opportunity to send 
their child to a nearby school where the 
parents might select a religious school. 
The bill, as amended, ultimately disal-
lowed religious schools. I supported the 
bill because I felt we needed to put the 
interests of the student fi rst. This passed 
along party lines.

Senate Bill 3 was also controversial 
because it sought to close the Domicile 
Loophole in New Hampshire. Some 
misinterpreted that as making it more 
diffi  cult to vote for targeted groups such 
as homeless persons and students. The 
republicans in the House Election Law 
Committee, which I am a member of, 
saw no evidence that anyone would be 
turned away from voting and believe 
the bill will strengthen public confi -
dence in the integrity of our elections 
by closing the troublesome domicile 
loophole. As a reminder, a great many 
elections here in New Hampshire are 
decided by just a handful of votes. One 
Senate race this term was decided by 
under 20 votes. So, it is important that 
all legitimate votes get into the ballot 
box and get counted accurately. Prov-
ing domicile can be as easy as produc-
ing a utility bill or rental receipt or a 
New Hampshire driver’s license. When 
registering prior to 30 days of an elec-
tion, a person must bring that documen-
tation or proof of their domicile. If they 
do not, they have the further option to 
attempt registration again on Election 
Day and vote, but they must provide a 
signed promise that they will provide 
their proof within the next 10-30 days. 
The important point is no one is denied 
their right to vote. Under the doctrine of 
personal responsibility, IF one does not 
follow up as required with proof of their 
domicile, fi rst the clerks and/or the Sec-
retary of State will step in for additional 
investigation. In today’s world, you had 
better have an ID with you or easily ac-
cessible. I can’t imagine why one isn’t 
available to everyone, nor how someone 
could function without one. When you 
register your car, or cash a check, or buy 
an alcoholic drink at a sporting event, 
or ride on a bus, proof of identity is re-
quired, or you don’t proceed. This is our 
precious right, it should not be seen as 
an obstruction to anyone.

SB66: Fetal Homicide. A sensitive 
issue that has fi nally been addressed. 
The bill has ties to a New Hampshire 

Supreme Court’s decision. This legis-
lation is NOT an abortion bill as some 
would like to say and confuse the issue. 
To me, it was solely about prosecut-
ing those that injure or kill an unborn 
child. A previous representative lost his 
unborn grandson when a drunk driver 
ran into his pregnant daughter’s car in 
an intersection. The drunk driver was 
given only a misdemeanor even though 
he killed the unborn child. A constitu-
ent reached out to me being 9 months 
pregnant, 2 weeks overdue with a head-
on accident resulting in the death of 
their unborn child. The careful wording 
of the bill had been crafted over many 
years to protect against being labeled a 
prolife or prochoice piece of legislation. 
I believe this new law will allow fami-
lies to seek and receive justice when 
they suff er the tragedy of losing an un-
born, but viable, child.

Kindergarten: This was voted as 
a separate bill from the budget. An 
amendment adopted by the Committee 
of Conference includes an additional 
$1,100 per kindergarten student in fi s-
cal year 2019. Funds from Keno will go 
into the education trust fund and towns 
could possibly see as much as $1,800 
per student. Any district that already 
has, or implements, full day kinder-
garten will receive the grant. This is 
not mandatory for all towns if they do 
not wish to participate. Also, under this 
amendment parents have the option for 
their child to go just for half day if they 
feel their child is not ready for all day.

Lastly, I need to say one of the great-
est pleasures of serving as your Repre-
sentative was meeting with 4th graders 
touring the Statehouse. Representative 
Anne Copp and I met with: Andover’s 
4th grade with their teacher, Deana 
Crichetti; 3rd & 4th graders of Danbury 
and their teacher, Ms. Sterner; and most 
recently was Salisbury and Webster 4th 
graders with their teachers, Brittany 
Clark and Dan Diachenko, respectively. 
We thoroughly enjoyed listening to the 
children’s thoughts and fi elding their 
questions.

Of special note were two students, 
Aaron Blood and Mary Frances Reid 
of Simond School in Warner. These 
4th graders bravely gave their testi-
mony to a House committee, and then 
a Senate committee, explaining why 
they believed the blackberry should be 
named the offi  cial state fruit. Their leg-
islation passed, I’m pleased to report, 
for the next two years, we will have an 
offi  cial State fruit! Their teacher, Mr. 
Rob Joyner, their principal Laura Stone 
King and Representative Clyde Carson 
also deserve mention for working with 
the children to achieve their goal.

I hope everyone has a safe and fun 
summer. Representative Anne Copp 
and myself look forward to greeting 
you at the Andover Parade should you 
have any questions or comments.

Sincerely,
Representative Natalie Wells
Merrimack 25 (Andover, Danbury, 

Salisbury, Warner, and Webster) 
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 Loon Update, July 2017
Donna Baker-Hartwell

After the downpour of rain yester-
day, I went out this evening to check 
on the loon nest. Mother/Father loon is 
still sitting and I am happy to report that 
the water level at the nest site looks ok. 
Thanks to Jason Dudek, the level has 
been controlled at the dam. To the best 
of our knowledge, the loons have been 
sitting for 18 to 19 days. We can expect 
chicks perhaps, as early as the 26th of 

June. But don’t get excited or concerned 
if they don’t hatch until July 1.

Sarah Cantell, the loon biologist as-
signed to our lake has been out to see the 
loons nesting twice. She is happy that the 
buoys are up and that there is yellow rib-
bon and signs posted on the island near 
the nest. The more that we can let people 
know about the nest the safer the loons 
are. Thanks for all of you who help by 
getting the word out. 
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Music on the Bandstand 
Saturdays  6–7:30 p.m.  

 Wilmot Town Green
July 8: Nick’s Other Band … classic rock  
     bandstand supper sold by Wilmot Community Association 
 

July 15: Bradford Bog People … foot stomping favorites         
     bandstand supper sold by Wilmot Volunteer Fire Department  
 

July 22: The Fondtones … classic doo-wop  
     bandstand supper sold by Friends of the Northern Rail Trail 
 

July 29: The Hive … rock ’n’ roll  
     bandstand supper sold by Friends of the Wilmot Public Library 
 

August  5: The Moores … rock ’n’ roll  
     bandstand supper sold by 1st Congregational Church of Wilmot 
 

August  12: Diamond Special … classic rock ’n’ roll  
     bandstand supper sold by the Wilmot Ladies Aid Society 
 

FREE POPCORN provided by Coldwell Banker Lifestyles 
 

In case of rain - concerts move to  
Wilmot Town Hall on North Wilmot Road 


