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 Reviewing Our Roles 
in Water Quality

Andover Conservation Commission
“As we move into summer and 

welcome seasonal residents back to 
Andover, we become more aware of 
how fortunate the town is to have with-
in its borders several bodies of fresh 
water that contribute to our quality of 
life in many ways.

To remind readers of our common 
role in assuring continuing abundant 
clean water, a series of three Q&A arti-
cles, beginning with this one, have been 
updated and reprinted. The articles fo-
cus on what residents and visitors can 
do to help preserve our lakes, ponds, 
rivers, and streams; and in August, with 
a focus on lake friendly boating and 
recreation practices.”

In Andover, six lakes and a river: 
pure now, but what’s the future?

Q: For anyone who might need his 
or her memory refreshed, what wa-
ter bodies are most important to the 
town?

In order of decreasing size, our prin-
cipal lakes and ponds include:

Highland Lake, at 211 acres, a cold 
water lake in East Andover, stocked an-
nually with trout, with a pubic beach for 
residents, and a designated boat land-
ing;

Bradley Lake, at 170 acres, a warm 
water lake that provides drinking wa-
ter to Proctor Academy, the Andover 
Elementary Middle School, and about 
125 homes in Andover village, with an 
informal boat launch, a 30-horsepower 
motor limit, and several other posted 
restrictions;

Elbow Pond, 62 acres, a warm water 
pond with no designated public access 
but small boats allowed;

Adder (or Hopkins) Pond, 26 acres, 
warm water, informal launch, sur-
rounded by Proctor Academy lands, 
camping permitted with permission 
from the Proctor land use manager at 
603-735-6255;

Horseshoe Pond, 18.5 acres, warm 
water, no public boating access, now 
divided by a railroad bed, part of the 
Northern Rail Trail, that provides good 
views and fi shing access;

Cole Pond, 14.8 acres, warm wa-
ter, no public access, surrounded by 
Ragged Mountain Fish & Game Club 
property.

There’s also a major river, the 
Blackwater, running west to east for 
more than ten miles in the eastern half 
of Andover before turning south into 
Salisbury, eventually merging with the 
Contoocook River then the Merrimack. 
Five of Andover’s six principal lakes or 
ponds drain into the Blackwater. High-
land Lake drains to the Pemigewasset 
River, which merges with the Win-
nipesaukee in Franklin to become the 
Merrimack.

Q: So why should we care about 
the quality of these water bodies?

Water is the life blood of the envi-
ronment. It sustains us, our wildlife, 

our natural resources, our food sources, 
many of our recreational pursuits— 
everything. If we lose abundant clean 
water and our access to it, we lose just 
about everything that’s vital to us, and 
it’s all connected. Water fl ows: through 
the air, on the ground, below ground.

Q: Is there really anything to be 
concerned about here in Andover?

We’ve been blessed to this point. 
We’re not aware of any major degradation 
of our water bodies, though some might 
have occurred briefl y back when water 
powered mills lined many of our streams. 
Our voluntary water testing programs at 
Highland and Bradley Lakes, and Cole 
Pond indicate continuing high quality. 
But as human activity increases, so does 
risk. As one example, phosphorus can en-
ter a water body from septic systems, fer-
tilizers, soaps and detergents, soil erosion, 
bird droppings, and dumping or burning 
leaves in or near a lake. Phosphorus in 
abundance can cause certain bacteria that 
are toxic to wildlife, pets, and people to 
bloom out of control.

That’s just one example of some-
thing to worry about. There are others, 
caused by pesticides and herbicides, oils 
and other chemicals, animal manure, 
and erosion. So while we’ve been for-
tunate not to have had serious problems 
in the past, with ever increasing human 
impact on our watersheds, there’s a 
need for increasing awareness of water 
quality as well.

Then of course there’s the impact of 
global warming. Whether you believe 
in a human cause or not, the data shows 
the world is getting warmer, and faster 
than in the past. As the New Hamp-
shire Department of Environmental 
Resources (NHDES) has observed, 
“The 2000s was the warmest decade 
in recorded history for New Hamp-
shire. The impact on our water bodies,” 
NHDES continues, “includes increased 
water temperatures, increased algae 
blooms and turbidity, more intense 
rainfall events, more dry weather, and 
lower water levels in the summer.”

Q: You mentioned watersheds. 
What’s a watershed?

Here’s what the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency has to say: “A water-
shed is the area of land where all of the 
water that is under it or drains off  of it 
goes into the same place.”

It’s more complicated than that. On 
its way to the sea, water fl ows through 
a series of successively larger water-
sheds. For example, there’s an Adder 
Pond watershed, whose water fl ows 
into Adder Pond, which is part of the 
larger Blackwater River Watershed, 
which is part of the larger Contoocook 
River watershed, which is part of the 
Merrimack River watershed, whose 
water fl ows into the Atlantic Ocean. 
Any one – or all – of these watersheds 
can be a source of water quality degra-
dation for its water body, and perhaps 

See Water  on page 24

Andover Cycling Club 
Starts Summer Season

Open to kids starting 3rd 
grade and older
Drew Donaldson

The Andover Cycling Club (ACC) is 
excited for it’s second summer of pro-
moting youth cycling in town! We hope 
to take advantage of the extensive trail 
networks on the Northern Rail Trail, 
Proctor Woodlands, and other area 
trails while introducing healthy living 
and a lifelong sport youth can enjoy 
with their family and friends. The club 
is the brainchild of avid riders in town 
and Drew Donaldson, Josh Norris, Bri-
an Gilman, Chris Grotnes, and Jeremy 
Menard will serve as coaches.

The ACC is supported by the Town 
of Andover Recreation Committee. Last 
summer the club had 17 riders that met 
weekly for coach led rides following 
during the months of July and August.

The ACC Summer Ride Program 

is open to kids going into third grade 
and older and consists of a multi-week 
instructional riding program led by 
knowledgeable coaches. This summer’s 
program will be devoted to learning 
about mountain biking – including trail 
networks, technique, basic bike mainte-
nance, and rider safety.

The ACC will have a table with more 
information about the Summer Ride 
Program and club membership on the 
village green during Andover’s Fourth 
of July celebration. Please swing by to 
ask Drew, Josh, Brian, Chris, or Jer-
emy any questions you have about the 
program. If you would like additional 
information or would be interested in 
signing your child up before the Fourth 
of July you can email the ACC at ando-
verreccycling@gmail.com.

It is going to be a good summer, so 
get out and ride! 

Andover Public Library

New Acquisitions
July 2017 Beacon

Adult Titles Fiction
16th Seduction, James Patterson
Manitou Canyon, William Kent 

Kruger
Tamarack Country, William Kent 

Kruger
The Zookeeper’s Wife,  Diane Acker-

man
Against All Odds, Danielle Steel
Robert Parker’s Litle White Lies, 

 Ace Atkins
Fast & Loose , Stuart Woods
The Pearl Thief YA Elizabeth Wein,  
Before We Were Yours Lisa Wingate
Indecent Exposure, Stuart Woods
Camino Island, John Grisham
Adult Non Fiction
This Fight is our Fight,  Elizabeth 

Warren

The Magnolia Story,  Chip & Joanna 
Gaines

Recipes from an Indian Kitchen,  
The Witches Salem, 1692,  Stacy 

Schiff 
 
Children’s Titles
What Was Hurricane Katrina?, 

 Robin Koontz
What Was the Alamo,  Pam Pollack
What Was the Hindenburg?,  Janet B. 

Pascal
Kingdom of Fantasy #8,  Geronimo 

Stilton
Kingdom of Fantasy #9,  Geronimo 

Stilton
Goodnight, Good Dog,  Mary Lyn 

Ray
Ginger the Stray Kitten ,  Holly 

Webb
Where is the Great Barrier Reef?, 

 Nico Medina
I Survived the Nazi Invasion, 1944, 

 Lauren Tarshis

Save your stuff for the
Andover 

Town Wide Yard Sale
August 19 • 8 A.M. – 2 P.M.

• Purchase a Map for $2
• Place your sale location on the map $10

• Rent a Space $15 (with table $20) 
at the Fire Station

Contact Meghan for more information at (603) 735-5984 or 
E-mail to AndoverESA@gmail.com

Yard sale to benefit Andover Emergency Services Auxiliary
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